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Nine students and two faculty members
of the School of Pharmacy were initiated to
membership in Phi Lambda Sigma, the
national Pharmacy Leadership Society,
during a formal ceremony held November 6
at Wong Kerlee International Conference
Center. The new members are Tony
Nguyen of the class of 2006; Bosun Kim,
Goldie Malek, Ahmad Saadat, Tara Swan-
coat, and Keldon Wong of the class of 2007;
and Jonathan Aguilo, Nyra Balquiedra, and
Elizabeth Trang of the class of 2008. Also
initiated were faculty members Gamal Hus-
sein, PharmD, and Rashid Mosavin, PhD,
MBA.

The ceremony was preceded by a ban-
quet for members and invited guests, which
featured addresses by faculty member Kelly
Lee, PharmD, and Avis Ericson, PharmD,
administrative dean, the School of Pharmacy.

Dr. Lee’s presentation was titled “Daily
Lessons in Leadership.” She emphasized
three characteristics common to great lead-
ers: technical proficiency, willingness to
take responsibility, and the courage to set a
positive example. Dr. Ericson focused on
Good to Great by James Collins, a book that
has challenged traditional concepts of lead-
ership since its publication three years ago.
Mr. Collins posits that “good” is the
enemy of “great”—because it is so easy to
settle for “good” and go no further; and
that greatness is largely a matter of con-
scious choice. At the conclusion of her
address, Dr. Ericson presented each Phi
Lambda Sigma member an individual
copy of the book.

Phi Lambda Sigma is the only national
Pharmacy Leadership Society. Founded in
1965, its primary objective is to promote
advancement in the pharmaceutical sci-
ences through encouragement and
recognition of superior leadership. Mem-
bers are selected by peer recognition.

Conference presenters pose with their traditional Indian shawls. From left to right are
John Riski, PhD, Linda D’Antonio, PhD, Roopa Nagarajan, MA, MSc (on the TV
screen), Karen Golding-Kushner, PhD, and David Kuehn, PhD.

LLU co-hosts video conference on CLP disorders
Loma Linda University offered a unique

opportunity to speech and language patholo-
gists on January 8 and 9. In collaboration with
Sri Ramachandra Medical College & Research
Institute (SRMC & RI) in Chennai, India,
LLU put on a video conference on the spe-
cialty of cleft lip and palate (CLP) and the
communication disorders caused by CLP. The
conference marked the beginning of the sixth
year of partnership between Loma Linda Uni-
versity and SRMC & RI in the area of
communication disorders related to cleft lip
and palate.

The conference came about as a result of
numerous requests for advanced training in this
specialty area within speech and language
pathology, both in India and in the United
States. Linda D’Antonio, PhD, professor, School
of Medicine, and Professor Roopa Nagarajan,
MA, MSc, course chairperson for the department
of speech, language, and hearing sciences at Sri
Ramachandra Medical College & Research Insti-
tute Deemed University, co-chaired the conference
as an extension of their five-year relationship
started with one of the first Smile Train centers
established in 2000.

“Our lives and our clinical experience have
been enriched by our collaboration, and we hope
that this meeting will foster many more collabora-
tive efforts. We welcome you all and hope that
this conference will serve to increase speech ser-
vices for the children with cleft lip and palate to
whom we are dedicated,” wrote Dr. D’Antonio
and Professor Nagarajan in a welcome statement

to the more than 200 attendees between the
United States and India site.

The purpose of the training, held from 6:30 to
11:00 p.m. each day in Loma Linda, and from
8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in India, was to provide
specific information regarding practical clinical
skills for evaluation and treatment of communica-
tion disorders in children with cleft palate. The
program was designed to provide access to inter-
nationally recognized faculty in the area of cleft
palate who can then serve as resources for increas-
ing the knowledge and skills of speech and
language pathologists who are involved with this
population of patients.

“Caring for the cleft may put a smile on the
child, but it can’t help them speak,” continued
Professor T.K. Partha Sarathy, MD, prochancel-
lor, SRMC & RI. “We need surgery and speech
working together to sustain the program.”

The video conference was the first part of a
five-day training session in India. The next two
days (January 10 and 11) included a visit to the
community-based rehabilitation site at
Thiruvannamalai, India, where participants
focused on hands-on training in assessment and
rehabilitation planning for children with cleft lip
and palate. The last day of the workshop (Janu-
ary 12) back at SRMC & RI included group
discussions, case presentations, and closing
remarks.

Approximately 40 children received free
speech evaluations and treatment plans as part
of the extended program in India on the fourth
day of the training.

SP leadership
society inducts
new members
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On February 7, an anatomy text co-
authored by three Loma Linda University
faculty and an Andrews University faculty
member won the 2005 R.R. Hawkins
Award. The book, Atlas of Clinical Gross
Anatomy, won the prestigious 2005 R.R.
Hawkins Award for the most outstanding
publication recognized in the Professional
and Scholarly Publishing Division of the
Association of American Publishers
annual Awards for Excellence in Profes-
sional and Scholarly Publishing.

Now in its 30th year, these prestigious
awards are given annually to recognize
exceptional professional, scholarly, refer-
ence, book, journal, and electronic
publishing, with awards in more than 35
categories, including the coveted R.R.
Hawkins Award.

The anatomy text won the award less
than a year after hitting the bookshelves,

being published in May 2005. Before win-
ning the award, Atlas of Clinical Gross
Anatomy began appearing in classrooms at
Harvard Medical School, the University
of Connecticut Medical School, and the
University of Southern California’s physi-
cal therapy program.

The full-color atlas was co-authored by
Kenneth Moses, MD, a staff physician

and assistant professor at Loma Linda
University; Darrell Petersen, with the
human anatomy department at Loma
Linda University School of Medicine;
John C. Banks, an Andrews University
professor of anatomy and physical ther-
apy; and Pedro B. Nava, PhD, chair of the
pathology and human anatomy depart-
ment at Loma Linda University.

On Sunday, November 13, 1,237 under-
privileged fourth graders from San
Bernardino and Riverside counties came to
receive an early Christmas present in the
form of a brand new bicycle and helmet.
Each person who pledged $200 during the
October 18 and 19 Stater

Bros./KFROGGERS for Kids radiothon had
the opportunity to personally award a bicy-
cle and safety helmet to one of the children
present at the event. Students were nomi-
nated by teachers and school administrators
based on exceptional attitude, behavior, and
academic skills or citizenship.

The event raised $443,850 to benefit
cancer patients at LLU Children’s Hospital.
LLUCH offers treatments for children
ranging from newborns up to 18 years of
age who are fighting cancer or blood disor-
ders. Recently, bone marrow transplantation
has been incorporated as the newest com-
ponent of the comprehensive program.
LLUCH admits more than 1,500 children
to the pediatric cancer unit each year.

The bicycle-presentation ceremony took
place at Arrowhead Credit Union Park in
downtown San Bernardino. The bikes were
made possible by financial support from
Betty Crocker, Jack Link’s, Keebler, and
Propel.

“This is truly an incredible partnership
between the corporate world and the com-
munity,” says Zareh Sarrafian, MBA,
administrator of Children’s Hospital. “We
are happy to tangibly recognize some very
special kids.”

LLUCH donors give away 1,200 bicycles to underprivileged kids

LLU professors author
award-winning book

More than 1,200 bicycles were lined up at Arrowhead Park for the bike giveaway as a
result of the October Stater Bros./KFROGGERS radiothon.

From left, Pedro B. Nava, PhD, chair of the pathology and human anatomy depart-
ment at Loma Linda University; Kenneth Moses, MD, a staff physician and assistant
professor at Loma Linda University; and Darrell Petersen, with the human anatomy
department at Loma Linda University School of Medicine, co-authored the award-win-
ning text Atlas of Clinical Gross Anatomy.



Nine students and two faculty members
of the School of Pharmacy were initiated to
membership in Phi Lambda Sigma, the
national Pharmacy Leadership Society,
during a formal ceremony held November 6
at Wong Kerlee International Conference
Center. The new members are Tony
Nguyen of the class of 2006; Bosun Kim,
Goldie Malek, Ahmad Saadat, Tara Swan-
coat, and Keldon Wong of the class of 2007;
and Jonathan Aguilo, Nyra Balquiedra, and
Elizabeth Trang of the class of 2008. Also
initiated were faculty members Gamal Hus-
sein, PharmD, and Rashid Mosavin, PhD,
MBA.

The ceremony was preceded by a ban-
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Phi Lambda Sigma is the only national
Pharmacy Leadership Society. Founded in
1965, its primary objective is to promote
advancement in the pharmaceutical sci-
ences through encouragement and
recognition of superior leadership. Mem-
bers are selected by peer recognition.
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The department of health promotion
and education recently received national
confirmation of its success in preparing
students to become health educators. The
National Commission for Health Educa-
tion Credentialing, Inc. has listed Loma
Linda University’s School of Public
Health among the top 10 schools with the
most students/graduates passing the Cer-
tified Health Education Specialist
(CHES) exam for the year 2005.

While nationally in 2005 only 79.53
percent of test-takers passed the exam,
94.44 percent of Loma Linda University
test-takers were successful.

The department is very conscientious
about teaching courses that place empha-
sis and focus on the areas of
responsibilities and competencies for
graduate-level health educators, says
Naomi N. Modeste, DrPH, professor and
chair, health promotion and education.
She says the department is pleased with
this accomplishment.

“We in the department of health pro-
motion and education have dedicated
much time and effort to ensure that the
classes taught encompass the graduate-
level responsibilities and competencies
for health educators, and we are experi-
encing exciting results,” Dr. Modeste
says.

In addition to health promotion and
education students, students from other
majors are eligible to sit for the test if
they have taken at least 37 units of health
education classes.

Vicente Bernal smiles after receiving his certificate for participating in the diabetes edu-
cation study on October 25. Each participant also received $100 for finishing the study.

SPH proves link between health education and
well-being of underserved Hispanic diabetics

A study conducted by the School of
Public Health has shown that diabetes
education to an underserved, low-income
Hispanic community of the San
Bernardino area can dramatically improve
health measures such as percent body fat,
total cholesterol, total cholesterol/LDL
ratio, and blood glucose levels.

“Many Hispanic diabetics often have
limited access to diabetes education,”
says Zaida Cordero-MacIntyre, PhD, prin-
cipal investigator in the study and
assistant professor, department of nutri-
tion, School of Public Health.

Results of the study are favorable and so
far indicate significant changes in the sub-
jects’ understanding of blood sugar control,
living healthfully with diabetes, and
decreasing the risk of diabetes-related com-
plications such as retinopathy, nephropathy,
neuropathy, and vasculopathy.

The results of the study show signifi-
cant reductions in 1) body weight, 2)
hemoglobin A1C, 3) fasting blood glu-
cose, 4) leptin, and 5) percent body fat.
There was also a significant increase in
HDL cholesterol.

Specifically, fasting blood sugar
decreased from mean baseline values of
166 mg/dL to 143.21 mg/dL at three
months.

Additionally, some participants reported
that their doctor decreased or discontinued
their medication for diabetes due to the fact
that blood sugar had decreased significantly
in these participants.

“This provided an opportunity for this
population to learn the skills needed to con-
trol their diabetes and thus reduce
complications,” Dr. Cordero-MacIntyre says.

For the study, 34 Hispanic diabetics
participated in eight hours of free dia-
betes education conducted in Spanish.
Hispanic School of Public Health stu-
dents and other Hispanic health care
professionals taught the culturally sensi-
tive lessons.

The participants also underwent base-
line and three subsequent months of a
series of health studies to determine the
education’s effect on health measures
such as blood glucose control, lipid pro-
file, and body composition.

The study was called “Impact of Dia-
betes Education in the Hispanic
Community.” The subjects were recruited
from LLU SAC–Norton Clinic and the
San Bernardino medical clinic of Anthony
Firek, MD. Dr. Firek reported that his
patients have a renewed sense of well-
being and are happy as a result of having
their blood sugar better under control.

School of
Public Health
rates among
top 10 for
2005 CHES
exam
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A special event celebrating the founding
of Loma Linda University was held on
November 11 to 13.

Almost 2,000 people attended the
weekend’s events that began with a pro-
gram celebrating a century of global
service at LLU and LLUMC on Friday
evening. A parade of nations highlighted
the evening where alumni, faculty, stu-
dents, and employees were recognized for
their service.

Additional events included Sabbath
School and Sabbath afternoon vespers featur-
ing mission activities. Saturday night hosted
historical vignettes of LLU’s past 100 years.

A special brunch celebrating the contri-
butions made by Loma Linda University
alumni throughout the years wrapped up
the weekend festivities.

“We maintain a commitment to mis-
sion-focused education and service,”
states Richard H. Hart, MD, DrPH,
chancellor and chief executive officer of
the University. “It is a privilege for Loma
Linda to impact the world with God’s
love as the institution provides compe-
tent, compassionate health care both

locally and globally.”
The University’s centennial homecom-

ing followed Loma Linda University
Medical Center’s centennial celebration
held in Drayson Center during the week-
end of October 14 to 16.

During that weekend, a special health
care summit, hosted by Ruthita Fike, CEO
and administrator, LLUMC, focused on
health care issues facing not only Loma
Linda University Medical Center, but also
the nation in the 21st century.

Loma Linda University Children’s Hos-
pital Big Hearts for Little Hearts Loma
Linda Guild raised more than $100,000 at
its annual cooking school featuring the culi-
nary arts of celebrity chef Martha Green
and holiday decor artist Derrick Vasquez, a
fellow of the American Institute of Floral
Design. Ms. Green is a Redlands resident.

The October 19 event, held on the
grounds of the National Orange Show in
San Bernardino, featured cooking demon-
strations by Ms. Green and National
Orange Show executive chef Richard
Wolff.

The evening began with a holiday decor
demonstration by Mr. Vasquez. He deco-
rated several doors with colorful bows and
ribbons and enhanced a number of holiday
wreaths.

Mr. Vasquez’s artistic work was available

benefited the Loma Linda University Chil-
dren’s Hospital pediatric intensive care
unit.

Renatta Osterdock, MD, head of
pediatric neurosurgery at Children’s Hos-
pital, thanked the guild and the guests
attending the event for their support not
only the pediatric intensive care unit,
but also of all the programs at Children’s
Hospital.

Coordinating the event were Nancy
Varner, guild president, and Debbie Brown,
guild membership chair.

“This is an event our hearts are in,” say
Ms. Varner and Ms. Brown. “We love to do
it and appreciate how much support the
local community gives us and Children’s
Hospital.

“We are definitely looking forward to
next year’s event.”

Big Hearts for Little Hearts cooking school attracts 800 guests

Dr. Hart introduces a few of the more than 50 students in Loma Linda University and
the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists deferred mission appointee program
during Sabbath church services. Upon completion of residency programs, the students
will be assigned to overseas mission stations.

for purchase following the event with the
proceeds going to Loma Linda University
Children’s Hospital.

Ms. Green showed the attendees how
to make 13 delectable menu items for holi-
day cooking. Each of the menu items was
sampled by the attendees.

Serving at the event were approxi-
mately 60 uniformed and nonuniformed
men and women. The servers represented
local law enforcement agencies, fire depart-
ments, Stater Bros. employees, and
employees from Loma Linda University
Children’s Hospital, Loma Linda Univer-
sity Medical Center, and Loma Linda
University.

Servers collected approximately $5,000
in tips—all of which were designated for
the guild’s Children’s Hospital project.

Proceeds from this year’s cooking school

Loma Linda
University
presents
centennial
homecoming
weekend
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The Chinese studies program graduates pose with John B. Wong, PhD, MD, JD (left),
director of the Chinese studies program; Lisa Beardsley, PhD, MPH (second from left),
vice chancellor of academic affairs; and Ronald Carter, PhD (right), dean of SST.

Chinese studies program graduates 12

SIMS continues
monthly Mexico
mission trips

Mariel Ravinovich (left), SIMS partici-
pant, and Liza Wahjudi, dental student,
provide health care.
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On February 14, LLU held an open
house for the new medical simulation
center (MSC) in Risley Hall. The center
offers medical simulations to help evaluate
students, residents, and faculty on medical
knowledge, procedural skills, professional-
ism, communication, practice-based
learning, and systems-based practice.

Kent Denmark, MD, from the division of
pediatric emergency medicine, is the director
and driving force for getting the center up
and running. The project began in October
2005 with renovations to Risley Hall.

“We want to express our gratitude for
Dr. Denmark’s tenacity and leadership,”
says Roger Hadley, MD, dean of the School
of Medicine. “This is cutting-edge medical
training, and we thank Dr. Denmark for
putting this together both for my medical
students and Dr. Giang’s residents.”

Dr. Denmark anticipates many Univer-
sity programs using the center within a few
months time. Currently medical students
and residents are the main users, but the
opportunity for training faculty and Medical
Center employees is in the future. Dr. Den-
mark notes that there are several simulators
available including the high-fidelity
SimMan, the high-fidelity SimBaby, the
medium-fidelity MegaCode Kid, low-
fidelity Trauma Man, and a low-fidelity OB
talk trainer, all from Laerdal Medical
<www.laerdal.com>. The center is also
equipped with a Harvey simulator for phys-
ical diagnosis of cardiac conditions, and four
IV simulators (three adult and one infant).

The center offers a fully recordable
training experience through audio and
video equipment. A debriefing room with a
large screen allows students to watch sce-
narios they are not a part of and, thanks to
the recording capability, it gives faculty

members a chance to play back the scenario
and critique the many aspects of delivering
medical care with the involved students
after the training session is over.

Steve Dizaiy, the medical simulation
center coordinator, can set up any number
of scenarios, ranging from the pre-hospital

setting to the emergency department, the
operating room, and the intensive care unit.
Among the procedures that can be simu-
lated for students are intubation, surgical
airway placement, needle thoracostomy,
chest tube placement, peripheral IV place-
ment, and foley catheter placement.
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The second annual graduation ceremony
for the Chinese studies program students
took place at Magan Hall at Loma Linda
University on November 9, 2005. After the
rendition of Doxology sung in Chinese, the
ceremony opened with an invocation by
Lisa Beardsley, PhD, MPH, vice chancellor
for academic affairs, followed by welcoming
remarks by Ronald Carter, PhD, dean of the
School of Science and Technology.

The address was given by John B. Wong,
PhD, MD, JD, director of the Chinese stud-
ies program. In the face of globalization and
against the background of LLU’s traditional
mission and service emphasis, Dr. Wong
challenged the graduates to embark on a
second journey—to follow the first one just
completed in Chinese studies. The second
journey is to use the newly acquired knowl-
edge of the Chinese language and culture in
sharing our concept of Christian wholeness
with others, and to apply the learned skills
for extending God’s Kingdom on earth,
especially in a land of 1.3 billion people
scarcely touched by the Gospel, according to
Dr. Wong.

Class response was by Lynette Riv-
inius, RN, MS. Four students were cited

for academic excellence—Charles Lee,
DDS; Ronald Forde, DDS; Lillian Lee;
and Ms. Rivinius. A total of 12 students
were given the program certificates,
having successfully finished the required
20-24 units of studies. The graduates
are Dr. Forde; Dr. Lee; Ms. Lee; Francis
Li; Martein Moningka; Charles Pakpahan,
MBA; Richard Pesulima; Jerry Rivinius;
Ida Pakpahan; Tinneke Pesulima; Ms.
Rivinius; and Sientje Widitora.

Each graduate was given a gift book,
authored by Dr. Wong, titled Healthy Prayers:
Therapeutic Prayers to Lift, Heal, and Engender
Wholeness. All graduates will also receive a
DVD of the ceremony.

Currently, eight undergraduate and
two graduate courses, CHIN 500 and 599,
are being offered by the LLU Chinese
studies program throughout the year. The
program has been in operation for the
past three years. Some courses include an
overseas or domestic cultural immersion
and service-learning trip within Chinese
communities. Employee tuition benefits
may apply.

Those who are interested may inquire by
calling (909) 558-7486.

The chilly, misty morning of February
18 found a group of 17 volunteers full of a
mysterious, deep-rooted excitement to
head south for the SIMS monthly mission
trip to Mexico. The trip was the same
one, full of postcard-perfect scenes, stom-
ach-stimulating aromas, and the sounds of
mariachis and clicking cameras.

What was a little different this time
was the location, the Cruz Azul District.
This is a neighborhood set aside by the
government for those who lost their
homes after the disastrous flooding in
2005. Ironically, the morning of the clinic
found the group slowed down by the rain.
Fortunately, it didn’t last long and the
clinic opened under a rustic canopy, a
trailer home porch, and one room inside
the host family’s trailer home.

Once the sun came out, so did the
people. Between dental and medical,
about 75 patients were seen—which was
definitely enough to keep the team of
dentists, doctors, nurses, and various stu-
dents from many different schools busy.
In addition to the consults and the treat-
ment, the waiting patients were able to
hear preventive health lectures that were
given by some of the students.

The end of the day found all 17 volun-
teers headed back north on the same road
but with cameras full of pictures and
hearts full of satisfaction.

Kent Denmark, MD, medical simulation center director, helps a guest at the open
house try the IV simulation station.

Loma Linda
University opens
new medical
simulation center
in Risley Hall

Stater Bros. awards LLUMC $7,000 grant

Bill Kemper, manager of Stater Bros. Loma Linda store, awards a nearly $7,000
“Food for All” grant from the Stater Bros. employees to Ron Graybill, PhD, for Loma
Linda University Medical Center’s Norton Neighborhoods Initiative, which he directs.
On the right, produce manager Don Gann joins the award ceremony, and on the left,
Bill Selby, MD, a pediatric resident in LLU School of Medicine’s OK Kids Program,
stands with two Cypress Elementary School students in their “5-a-Day” T-shirts. Dr.
Selby and his fellow residents provide one of several programs at the Norton Neighbor-
hoods after-school site, “The Gardens,” in southeastern San Bernardino. The doctors
teach children good nutrition, safety, and fitness, and encourage them to eat five fruits
and vegetables a day. The funds will also help distribute food from the San Bernardino
County Food Bank to neighborhood families in challenging circumstances.



The Chinese studies program graduates pose with John B. Wong, PhD, MD, JD (left),
director of the Chinese studies program; Lisa Beardsley, PhD, MPH (second from left),
vice chancellor of academic affairs; and Ronald Carter, PhD (right), dean of SST.

Chinese studies program graduates 12

SIMS continues
monthly Mexico
mission trips

Mariel Ravinovich (left), SIMS partici-
pant, and Liza Wahjudi, dental student,
provide health care.
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Kent Denmark, MD, from the division of
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and driving force for getting the center up
and running. The project began in October
2005 with renovations to Risley Hall.

“We want to express our gratitude for
Dr. Denmark’s tenacity and leadership,”
says Roger Hadley, MD, dean of the School
of Medicine. “This is cutting-edge medical
training, and we thank Dr. Denmark for
putting this together both for my medical
students and Dr. Giang’s residents.”

Dr. Denmark anticipates many Univer-
sity programs using the center within a few
months time. Currently medical students
and residents are the main users, but the
opportunity for training faculty and Medical
Center employees is in the future. Dr. Den-
mark notes that there are several simulators
available including the high-fidelity
SimMan, the high-fidelity SimBaby, the
medium-fidelity MegaCode Kid, low-
fidelity Trauma Man, and a low-fidelity OB
talk trainer, all from Laerdal Medical
<www.laerdal.com>. The center is also
equipped with a Harvey simulator for phys-
ical diagnosis of cardiac conditions, and four
IV simulators (three adult and one infant).

The center offers a fully recordable
training experience through audio and
video equipment. A debriefing room with a
large screen allows students to watch sce-
narios they are not a part of and, thanks to
the recording capability, it gives faculty

members a chance to play back the scenario
and critique the many aspects of delivering
medical care with the involved students
after the training session is over.

Steve Dizaiy, the medical simulation
center coordinator, can set up any number
of scenarios, ranging from the pre-hospital

setting to the emergency department, the
operating room, and the intensive care unit.
Among the procedures that can be simu-
lated for students are intubation, surgical
airway placement, needle thoracostomy,
chest tube placement, peripheral IV place-
ment, and foley catheter placement.
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The address was given by John B. Wong,
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challenged the graduates to embark on a
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journey is to use the newly acquired knowl-
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mysterious, deep-rooted excitement to
head south for the SIMS monthly mission
trip to Mexico. The trip was the same
one, full of postcard-perfect scenes, stom-
ach-stimulating aromas, and the sounds of
mariachis and clicking cameras.

What was a little different this time
was the location, the Cruz Azul District.
This is a neighborhood set aside by the
government for those who lost their
homes after the disastrous flooding in
2005. Ironically, the morning of the clinic
found the group slowed down by the rain.
Fortunately, it didn’t last long and the
clinic opened under a rustic canopy, a
trailer home porch, and one room inside
the host family’s trailer home.

Once the sun came out, so did the
people. Between dental and medical,
about 75 patients were seen—which was
definitely enough to keep the team of
dentists, doctors, nurses, and various stu-
dents from many different schools busy.
In addition to the consults and the treat-
ment, the waiting patients were able to
hear preventive health lectures that were
given by some of the students.

The end of the day found all 17 volun-
teers headed back north on the same road
but with cameras full of pictures and
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on August 16, 2005, after a short illness.
Dr. Nielsen is survived by his wife, Ruth
Stenborn Nielsen, of Loma Linda; sons
Vernon Nielsen of Loma Linda, and Virgil
J. Nielsen (SM’80-A) of Colton; his
sister, Lorraine Isley of Cedar Falls, Iowa;
and two grandsons.

Crashi Mitoma Sr. (SM’58) was born
June 18, 1921, in Suisun, California, and
passed away on July 29, 2005, in Fontana,
California. Dr. Mitoma completed a
family medicine residency in 1960 and
practiced in Sacramento, California until
1990. He served for 30 years as elder of
his church, was a Seventh-day Adventist
Conference delegate for the Northern
California Conference for 10 years, and
served in the mission field in Phuket,
Thailand. Dr. Mitoma was a member
of the American Medical Association,
and of the Japanese American Citizens
League.

Duane Cady (SM’59), a general surgeon
of more than 30 years in upstate New York,
was elected chair-elect of the board of
trustees of the American Medical Associa-
tion in June 2004. He has served on the
board of trustees since 1999. He has served
as chair of the board’s committee on orga-
nization and operation of the board as chair
of the compensation committee; and the
board of trustees taskforce on membership.
He was also president of the AMA Foun-
dation. Dr. Cady is a 1955 graduate of
Atlantic Union College, South Lancaster,
Massachusetts, and was recently named to
the board of trustees for Atlantic Union
College. His AMA responsibilities have
included membership on the Council on
Medical Service (CMS), chair of the CMS
committee on medical payments and
review, as well as the CMS committee on
health care access.

G. Gene Wilson (SD’61) has lived in
Monument Valley, Utah, since 1970. Dr.
Wilson served as director of the Loma

Linda University School of Dentistry
extension clinic in Monument Valley
from 1980 to 1982, and as an orthodontist
at the same clinic from 1984 to 1989. He
is currently in private practice in Monu-
ment Valley, and Kayenta, Arizona. Dr.
Wilson’s wife, Blanche, is widely known
by the Navajo people not only because of
her many years as receptionist in the
dental and orthodontic clinics, giving the
people of the Navajo Nation Godly love
and attention; but also because she is a
foster mother to 13 children. Dr. Wilson is
head elder at the local Seventh-day
Adventist church.

Ardis Beckner (GS’63) revised and
edited several editions of the Seventh-day
Adventist Vegetarian Diet Manual. In addi-
tion, Ms. Beckner served as an instructor
in clinical nutrition at Loma Linda Univer-
sity for 25 years. Ms. Becker served in her
spare time for six years as director of the
Pathfinder Club for the Loma Linda
Campus Hill Church, and as a volunteer at
the Big Bear Adaptive Ski School for 16
years.

Peggy J. Fritzsche (SM’66) has joined
Royal Philips Electronics in a new initia-
tive called the simplicity advisory board
(SAB), which has been created to provide
an outside perspective into how the new
Philips brand promise—Sense and Sim-
plicity—can be applied to everything the
company does. Dr. Fritzsche was invited to
join the SAB because of her creativity and
experience in the field of radiology and
medical imaging, and her ability to apply it
to Philips healthcare, lifestyle, and tech-
nology business. Her promotion of the
importance of simple-to-use and unobtru-
sive technology to improve patient
experiences is what led Philips to invite
her to collaborate. “This sounds like a fas-
cinating project,” says Dr. Fritzsche. “I
believe that my experience in improving
patient experiences in a medical environ-
ment will bring something to the table
when considering product experiences in
any sector, whether healthcare, lifestyle, or

technology.” She joins a diverse group of
top professionals who are all driven by the
essence of simplicity in their line of work.
The SAB consists of four other members:
Sara Berman, a recognized up-and-coming
fashion designer; Gary Change, a promi-
nent architect based in Hong Kong; John
Maeda, a professor of technology at Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology; and Ken
Okuyama, a creative director of the auto-
motive and transportation department at
Pininfarina, and professor at the Art Centre
College of Design in Pasadena, California.
Andrea Ragnette, chief marketing officer
of Philips and vice chair of the SAB com-
mented: “We are delighted that Peggy has
joined this group of exceptionally talented
individuals to form our first ever Philips
SAB. This advisory board will enable us to
take the knowledge, expertise, and creativ-
ity of people who do not necessarily work
in our specific market sector, but are defi-
nitely affected by and interested in the
technology and the services we provide.
Listening to them, how they perceive us,
and how they think we can better serve
our customers, will help us to produce
better products and services that are
simple to use and make sense.” Collec-
tively, the SAB will act as a think tank and
sounding board over the next year on sev-

1950s Hollydale Church of Seventh-day Adven-
tists in South Gate. Dr. Fujii is survived by
his wife Pauline of San Pedro; children
Jennifer Michaelsen of Long Beach, Terri
McCandless of Santa Rosa, and Tim of
Hawaii; brother Robert Fujii of Honolulu;
sister Mary Anahu of Honolulu, and five
grandchildren.

Arnold Louis Nielsen (SM’54) was
born on October 15, 1920, in Ottumwa,
Iowa, and died on August 16, 2005, in
Loma Linda, California. After finishing
high school in Cedar Falls, Iowa, he left
home to attend Southwestern Junior Col-
lege [now Southwestern Adventist
University] in Keene, Texas. He returned
home for his second year of college. Fol-
lowing the death of his father in 1939, he
returned to the family farm and continued
to work until the end of World War II. Dr.
Nielsen completed his college eduction at
Union College, Lincoln, Nebraska, in
1950. He enrolled in Loma Linda Univer-
sity School of Medicine, where he
graduated in 1954. During this time
he met Ruth Jensen Stenborn who was
teaching in the School of Nutrition and
Dietetics (now part of the School of Allied
Health Professions). They were married on
June 18, 1953. Twin sons were born in
August 1954. Following completion of his
internship at White Memorial Medical
Center in 1955, he joined the United
States Public Health Service. He served
for four years in locations throughout the
United States, including El Reno, Okla-
homa; Washington, D.C.; and Lexington,
Kentucky. During this time he developed
an interest in psychiatry. In 1962 he com-
pleted a residency in psychiatry at Harding
Hospital, Worthington, Ohio. He practiced
in Columbus, Ohio, until 1967 when the
family moved to North Attleboro, Massa-
chusetts, where he joined the staff of
Fuller Memorial Hospital. He continued to
practice psychiatry until his retirement in
1987. His retirement years were plagued
by poor health. He spent the last 10 years
of his life in Loma Linda, where he could
enjoy his grandsons and his cats. He died

as deacon, Sabbath school superintendent,
and junior Sabbath school leader. Mrs.
Berrett did her part as deaconess and Sab-
bath school leader and teacher. Dr. Berrett
was a member of the Silvergate Yacht
Club. They also enjoyed camping.

Harold Noboru Fujii (SM’53-A) passed
away on May 30, 2005, in San Pedro, Cali-
fornia. Dr. Fujii was born on March 14,
1918, in Honolulu, Hawaii, and attended
McKinley High School in Hawaii. He
received his undergraduate degree in
microbiology and immunology from the
University of Nebraska, Lincoln. After
completing his medical degree at Loma
Linda, Dr. Fujii served as an instructor in
bacteriology and tropical medicine and was
head of the virology department at the
School of Medicine. He served his intern-
ship and residency programs at Harbor
UCLA Medical Center in Torrance, and
received additional training in respiratory
diseases at Long Beach General Hospital.
Dr. Fujii was a family practitioner in Gar-
dena. He retired from that practice in
1985, but after four months decided to
“unretire” and work part-time in family
practice in Lomita. He loved gardening
and traveling. He was a member of the
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Harold Noboru Fujii (SM’53-A)

...passed away

Roy Frederick Berrett (SM’50) was
born on July 1, 1925, on the island of
Jamaica in the British West Indies, and
died on November 4, 2005, in San Diego,
California. After graduating from the
School of Medicine, Dr. Berrett married
Elaine Williams, a graduate of the School
of Nutrition and Dietetics (now part of the
School of Allied Health Professions). To
this union were born one son and two
daughters: Steven Frederick Berrett
(SM’80-B), a radiologist; and daughters
Cynthea Ann, a graduate of the physical
therapy program in Loma Linda Univer-
sity School of Allied Health Professions, of
San Diego; and Cheryl Louise, a graduate
of Loma Linda University School of Nurs-
ing, of Nebraska. After internship at White
Memorial Medical Center, the Berretts
moved to San Diego where he was in con-
tinuous practice, except for two years in
the United States Navy. He served on the
USS Onslow, a seaplane tender in Japan,
Hong Kong, the Philippines, and Taiwan.
He also served at the United States Naval
Hospital in Coronado, California. After
most of his class members had retired, Dr.
Berrett continued practicing until April
1988. During those years, he fulfilled his
obligation in professional, civic, and church
duties. At the local Sharp Cabrillo Memor-
ial Hospital, Dr. Berrett served from time
to time as chief of family practice, chief of
staff, and director of the medical eduction
staff. He also sat on the board of the San
Diego Hospital Association as one of its
founders. Dr. Berrett was a charter
member and board member of the Ameri-
can Academy of Family Practice, and a
fellow of the American Geriatric Society.
He served as president of the Old San
Diego Kiwanis Club, and chaired the com-
mittee that started a new Boy Scout troop.
In addition, he raised funds for their
summer camp and was vice chair of the
San Diego North Shore Boy Scouts.
Amidst all of this, the Berretts did not
neglect their church—the Point Loma
Seventh-day Adventist Church. He served

Duane Cady (SM’59)

…chair-elect of AMA board of trustees
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(SAB), which has been created to provide
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nology business. Her promotion of the
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experiences is what led Philips to invite
her to collaborate. “This sounds like a fas-
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believe that my experience in improving
patient experiences in a medical environ-
ment will bring something to the table
when considering product experiences in
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technology.” She joins a diverse group of
top professionals who are all driven by the
essence of simplicity in their line of work.
The SAB consists of four other members:
Sara Berman, a recognized up-and-coming
fashion designer; Gary Change, a promi-
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sounding board over the next year on sev-

1950s Hollydale Church of Seventh-day Adven-
tists in South Gate. Dr. Fujii is survived by
his wife Pauline of San Pedro; children
Jennifer Michaelsen of Long Beach, Terri
McCandless of Santa Rosa, and Tim of
Hawaii; brother Robert Fujii of Honolulu;
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homa; Washington, D.C.; and Lexington,
Kentucky. During this time he developed
an interest in psychiatry. In 1962 he com-
pleted a residency in psychiatry at Harding
Hospital, Worthington, Ohio. He practiced
in Columbus, Ohio, until 1967 when the
family moved to North Attleboro, Massa-
chusetts, where he joined the staff of
Fuller Memorial Hospital. He continued to
practice psychiatry until his retirement in
1987. His retirement years were plagued
by poor health. He spent the last 10 years
of his life in Loma Linda, where he could
enjoy his grandsons and his cats. He died

as deacon, Sabbath school superintendent,
and junior Sabbath school leader. Mrs.
Berrett did her part as deaconess and Sab-
bath school leader and teacher. Dr. Berrett
was a member of the Silvergate Yacht
Club. They also enjoyed camping.

Harold Noboru Fujii (SM’53-A) passed
away on May 30, 2005, in San Pedro, Cali-
fornia. Dr. Fujii was born on March 14,
1918, in Honolulu, Hawaii, and attended
McKinley High School in Hawaii. He
received his undergraduate degree in
microbiology and immunology from the
University of Nebraska, Lincoln. After
completing his medical degree at Loma
Linda, Dr. Fujii served as an instructor in
bacteriology and tropical medicine and was
head of the virology department at the
School of Medicine. He served his intern-
ship and residency programs at Harbor
UCLA Medical Center in Torrance, and
received additional training in respiratory
diseases at Long Beach General Hospital.
Dr. Fujii was a family practitioner in Gar-
dena. He retired from that practice in
1985, but after four months decided to
“unretire” and work part-time in family
practice in Lomita. He loved gardening
and traveling. He was a member of the
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...passed away

Roy Frederick Berrett (SM’50) was
born on July 1, 1925, on the island of
Jamaica in the British West Indies, and
died on November 4, 2005, in San Diego,
California. After graduating from the
School of Medicine, Dr. Berrett married
Elaine Williams, a graduate of the School
of Nutrition and Dietetics (now part of the
School of Allied Health Professions). To
this union were born one son and two
daughters: Steven Frederick Berrett
(SM’80-B), a radiologist; and daughters
Cynthea Ann, a graduate of the physical
therapy program in Loma Linda Univer-
sity School of Allied Health Professions, of
San Diego; and Cheryl Louise, a graduate
of Loma Linda University School of Nurs-
ing, of Nebraska. After internship at White
Memorial Medical Center, the Berretts
moved to San Diego where he was in con-
tinuous practice, except for two years in
the United States Navy. He served on the
USS Onslow, a seaplane tender in Japan,
Hong Kong, the Philippines, and Taiwan.
He also served at the United States Naval
Hospital in Coronado, California. After
most of his class members had retired, Dr.
Berrett continued practicing until April
1988. During those years, he fulfilled his
obligation in professional, civic, and church
duties. At the local Sharp Cabrillo Memor-
ial Hospital, Dr. Berrett served from time
to time as chief of family practice, chief of
staff, and director of the medical eduction
staff. He also sat on the board of the San
Diego Hospital Association as one of its
founders. Dr. Berrett was a charter
member and board member of the Ameri-
can Academy of Family Practice, and a
fellow of the American Geriatric Society.
He served as president of the Old San
Diego Kiwanis Club, and chaired the com-
mittee that started a new Boy Scout troop.
In addition, he raised funds for their
summer camp and was vice chair of the
San Diego North Shore Boy Scouts.
Amidst all of this, the Berretts did not
neglect their church—the Point Loma
Seventh-day Adventist Church. He served

Duane Cady (SM’59)

…chair-elect of AMA board of trustees
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Peggy J. Fritzsche (SM’66)

…joins Royal Philips Electronics
Carolyn Riederer Annerud (SM’77-B)

...receives award for international work

eral projects for Philips that cover health-
care, lifestyle and technology.

Orieon D. Willhite Jr. (AH’66) began
his physical therapy career at Glendale
Adventist Medical center in 1966. After
serving for four years in the United States
Army Medical Specialist Corps, Mr. Will-
hite entered private practice in Chico,
California, until 2002, when he sold his
business to Stryker Medical. He now
works for Stryker Medical as a certified
hand therapist and clinic director.

Marcia M. Wilson (SD’66) currently is
on the School of Dentistry faculty in the
department of dental hygiene. Ms. Wilson
served as president of the dental hygiene
alumni association from 1980 to 1981; pres-
ident of the Tri-County Dental Hygienists
Society from 1972 to 1973; and vice presi-
dent of the California Dental Hygienists
Association from 1978 to 1979. Ms. Wilson
is an active member of the Loma Linda
University Church where she performs
with the Sanctuary Orchestra.

John W. Kizzar (SD’67) served as a
missionary dentist in Okinawa, Japan, from
1967 to 1974. Currently Dr. Kizzar is a

dentist practicing in Hayfork, California,
an underserved rural community. He has
served as president of the Northern Cali-
fornia Dental Society. Dr. Kizzar is active
in his local Church as a church elder, Sab-
bath school teacher, and Pathfinder leader.

Suzanne Fowler Ward (SN’68) cur-
rently lives in rural San Diego County. Ms.
Ward worked until 1993 continuously as a
nurse in clinical, education, and managerial
positions. She completed a master’s degree
in curriculum development in 1979 from
California State University, Los Angeles,
and a master’s degree in nursing in 1983
from University of California at Los Ange-
les. Ms. Ward has stayed connected to her
profession by belonging to many different
nurse organizations and attending meet-
ings. She also volunteers with the 1000
Smiles program, which provides cleft
lip/palate surgery for children in Mexico
and Costa Rica. She is currently pursuing a
doctoral degree in psychology.

Sonya Blehm DeLange (AH’75) works
part time as a volunteer for Loma Linda
Broadcasting Network (LLBN). She

served as host for the first national and
worldwise Sabbath broadcasts for LLBN.
Sonya also hosted “Sabbath Lifestyle” and
“Faith at Work” for three years. Currently,
she serves as hostess and co-produces
“Songs of Joy” for LLBN. Sonya also is a
member of the Loma Linda University
Church choir. She has been employed as a
language and speech therapist in the
Yucaipa-Calimesa Joint Unified School
District since 1978.

Carolyn Riederer Annerud (SM’77-B)
recently accepted a humanitarian award
from the International Federation for Emer-
gency Medicine for her work in Papua,
New Guinea. The award, presented in June
2004 in Cairns, Australia, was presented to
Dr. Annerud and her colleagues. With the
support of the Australian Agency for Inter-
national Development (Aus AID), the
Australian College for Emergency Medi-
cine, and the School of Medicine and
Health Sciences at the University of Papua,
New Guinea, a master of medicine in emer-
gency medicine was established in Papua,
New Guinea, and the country is now train-
ing its first emergency physicians. A rotating
team of emergency physicians, of which Dr.
Annerud was a part, has filled the position
since its inception. They have provided pri-
mary trauma courses and emergency
medicine teaching and consultant support
for the Port Moresby General Hospital. “It
is wonderful to be involved in a project like
this,” Dr. Annerud says, “and to see a spe-
cialty that has developed within our working
lifetime making a beginning in yet another
place.” Dr. Annerud is the daughter of
Joseph D. Riederer (SM’59) of Juneau,
Alaska. Dr. Annerud was also presented
with the American College of Emergency
Physicians International Emergency Medi-
cine Award for Individual Achievement in
Emergency Medicine Development at their
annual meeting held in San Francisco on
October 18, 2004. The award was presented
to Dr. Annerud in recognition of individual
physicians who have made a considerable
impact on national emergency systems in
developing nations.
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