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Our initial vision of devoting an entire issue of
Adventist Heritage to the story of the Seventh-day
Adventist church in Canadahasalmost overwhelmed
us. While that nation may seem to be but a rather
thin line of “civilization” spread across the top of the
North American con-
tinent, one should
never make the mistake
of thinking anything
“small” about this
northern giant. What
the Canadian church S idle
may have lacked in
numbers it has been compensated for by long tradi-
tions of pioneering and endurance, of the practice of
grass-roots Adventism, and of the independence
bred in a huge, unforgiving land—which still teems
with wild life living in clean air under high-domed
blue skies.

Knowing all of these things, then, how could we

have imagined that the whole story could be in-
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cluded in a single issue of Heritage? Well, we confess
to having made a mistake, for, after all, we are dealing
only with finite space. Hence, you have before you
adouble issue. (The next journal may, therefore, be
alittle slimmer than usual.) Here you will survey the
history of the early years among Canadian churches,
institutions, and their conferences. While our his-
tory here does not, in the main, go beyond the 1930s,
portions of the biographical sketches scattered
through the story may extend into more recent

times.

Dorothy Minchin-Comm, Editor

ERRATUM: We apologize for a misnomer in our
last issue. Wilton Clarke is always Wil—never
Winston Clark. We know who Winston is too
(former president of the Far Easter Division and
sometime secretary to the president of the General
Conference). Wilton, however, is day by day, to be
found in his mathematics classroom at La Sierra
University. And so he had a second bad turn from us
when, in the last issue on page 21, we name Wil as the

husband of his mother Esther! That should read
“Fred”. Wil has been very patient with us!



Guest Editorial
History Teaches Everything, iven the Future

For years I've been fascinated by old, abandoned
houses. During our last trip into Bella Coola, an
isolated coastal town of British Columbia, we stopped
to photograph a few of them. As we would
~ leave the old homesites, I kept wondering
why this attraction. Why this fetish? What
did these empty, tumbledown old buildings
so captivate me? With time to reflect as we
drove over those historic roads, I decided
that the reason for my fascination came
from what many of those houses may have
symbolized. Things, which, in varying de-
grees, are lost to us today:

*A father, mother and children,

representing happiness,

*Central heating, mandating togetherness,

*Survival, symbolizing a united challenge for the

entire family,

*A wood cookstove, producing homemade bread,

berry pies and savory soup and suggesting

commitment,

*Handmade clothes, representing resourcefulness,

*Family worship, indicating belief in God, and

*High days—Ilike Thanksgiving, Christmas, town

days, birthdays, weddings and parties—showing

community.

And what does all of this have to do with our
church? I believe it has everything to do. We must
decide what place the past will hold in our plans for
the future. Is heritage, in fact, God-ordained, or is it
the erratic scheme of some long-forgotten personal-
ity? What would be lost if heritage is lost? And, what
would be gained if heritage is preserved?

God has initiated so many rememberings.! (see
references)

1. Altarsand Offerings. Aaron’s breastplate bore
the names of the children of Israel.

2. Rainbows. God’s glorious remembrance of

“the everlasting covenant between God and every
living creature” (Gen 2:12-17). (Not that He’d ever
forget. But He speaks to us in our own language.)

3. Tabernacle. A holy place of witness
in the wilderness.

4. Sabbath. Observance of the seventh
day is a memorial to God’s creation.

5. High Days. Great temple feasts and
celebrations which rehearse God’s
providences and blessings.

6. The Communion Service. A re-
minder pointing back to Jesus’ sacrifice.

7. Nature. A reflection of the magnifi-
cence of God.

To be sure, all of these enactments of God are for
the purpose of our remembering. Indeed, “Heritage
does teach everything—even the future.” It is not
something which we can conscientiously ignore or

avoid. It’s a topic we must address—Ilest we forget. .

To produce a magazine with a synopsis of the
history of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in
Canada has been a venture involving the efforts of
dozens of individuals. We thank the presidents of the
Canadian conferences who made writing assign-
ments. Appreciation also goes to Marilyn Pazitka at
the Union office who so cheerfully helped in the
project, to those who told me stories and sent pic-
tures, and to those who wrote articles.

Heritage does teach everything—even the future.

Myrna Johnson-Tety

Vice President for Public Relations
Canadian Union College

College Heights, Alberta, Canada

References: (1) Ex28:29;(2) Gen2:12-17,PP106-107; (3)
Acts 7:44,PP 343, Heb 9:23-24; (4)PP 48, 336; (5) PK 335, 405;
(6) Lk 22:19; (7) Ps 19:1,2, PP 48.
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And so an old man remembers. Memories of
campmeetings past are like autumn leaves which,
now spent, return to the earth, supplying nutrients
for further growth, enabling the branches to circle
the earth and bear the fruit of salvation to all
mankind.

The “brethren” used to arrive early on the
campground to erect the old-fashioned round tent.
Ropes stitched into the canvass held the center-
ringinplace. With apulley the great canvas castle
was drawn up the pole. The men would then crawl
under the skirts of the tent to push up the polesand
fasten the support ropes to the stakes. In a surpris-
ingly short time the tent would be pointing majes-
tically toward the sky. ‘

Sags in the canvas roof collected rainwater. In
time the water would leak through, dousing some
unsuspecting, large-hatted lady with a cold stream
of water. This added shrieks in place of dignity to
the meeting! The rostrum was made from an array
of materials and decorated with fir boughs to hide
its shaky construction.

Wind was always a problem at tent-raising and
meeting time, as the speaker’s voice competed
with flapping canvas. The center pole swaying
and the push-up poles moving in rhythm to the
lifting and heaving of the canvas ceiling along
with the draft and dust were not conducive to
peace of mind. Pioneer people were accustomed to
the unexpected and seldom complained or made a
fuss.

Many walked great distances, travelled by
boat, or came by four-legged horse-power, pulling
wagons with squeaky wheels and iron tires follow-
ing the ruts of those gone before and bouncing off
rocks, stumps and potholes. They couldn’t afford
spring seats because money (if available) spent for
such luxuries would deprive the mission field of
needed funds. They came in rickety old wagons
with bags of garden food and maybe a milk cow
reluctantly following along.

Campmeetings were rotated in those early
days. One year, the camp was held in Penticton,
the next in Kelowna and the following year in
Vernon. Eventually, the town of Hope was cho-
sen. This place is cuddled by the breadth and
depth of the great Fraser river, with high scrags of
rock penetrating the sky.

Travel to campmeeting for us, from the inte-
rior of British Columbia, was by passenger train.
With bags of clothing, blankets, raincoats and
boxes of food, we loaded our goods on the train, sat
on hard, horsehair-cushioned seats and after hours
of endurance we disembarked at Hope. In the
middle of the tired
night, we stood, wait-
ing for the car the
conference leaders had
promised would meet
every train. And then
you see it coming—
once upon a time a
very nice car. We all
pile in—boxes and
blankets, fussing chil-
dren and a talkative

old man. Jack Th bers how the little H

ac orpe remembers how the little tents at Hope
h é\l eStle?_karounlj clustered around the “Big Tent, like chicks around a
the big tent likean o mother hen.

chicken with her
brood was the city of
small tents, each one as white as the next, stand-
ing, row by row, straight and square as a military
encampment. But when you arrive at camp, you
are unloaded in front of a strange tent. Your wife,
remarkably, finds a candle and matches which she
knows she packed in one of the boxes. With
blankets just rolled out on the campground and
only shoes removed, you find the slumber you lost
some hours before on that old train. In the
morning you are given a tent, and you notice a
slight indentation in the ground running through
the center. Weeds and small brush are cut along
with armfuls of fir and cedar boughs for a mattress.
You might have chosen, however, a
campmeeting mattress or a straw tick used year
after year. Mouse nests could have been in them,
but certainly there were crawly things that came
out of the ground and found a roadway across your
face and neck. The campmeeting beds were, to be
sure, a museum of memories to the sleeping saints
who had occupied them. They heard the prayers
and family worships when, kneeling over beds and
chairs, parents prayed for their children’s conver-
sions and for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit on
campmeeting.
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II. “We Never Gave Up on Hope”

By Elsworth Hetke

I came tocampmeeting at Hope,
British Columbia, Canada, in the summer of 1990—
a trip into nostalgia. Although much of the credit
for what I am today must surely be attributed to
past campmeetings, my first memory of a
campmeeting in 1944 is not particularly striking.
[t really couldn’t be campmeeting
because they just pitched a large
tent on the school grounds at
Okanagan Academy—and I
reckoned that didn’t count for
campmeeting. Making no special
preparations, we simply rode to
the school for the meetings and
returned home. Hence, the occa-
sion failed to be memorable. We
didn’t own acar,and I don’t even
recall how we got there and back.
In 1945, however, we had no
campmeeting on the academy
grounds. Excitement surged through the confer-
ence because land had been purchased in Hope,
down at the entrance of the Fraser Valley. Now
we’d have a permanent camp site. Still, the most
permanent thing done that year was pitching the
same old tent—but now it was in Hope.
Campmeeting 1946 caused great enthusiasm
in our house. This time we’d go to Hope in style—
we’d have a car. Throughout the war years and for
some time thereafter, cars weren’t readily avail-
able. Dad had put his name into both the Mercury

and the Chevrolet dealerships in Kelowna. He
was prepared to accept the first vehicle that came
along—what he got was a 1929 Essex Super-6.
Mom baked and cooked for days. We'd travel
as a caravan with the Herman Kneller family. Our
two fathers projected a long, one-day trip to Hope.
The Knellers owned a vintage Nash which had

Left: Elsworth Hetke grew up to become
aminister. In 1960, he remembers, “I had
half of Nova Scotia as my parish.” Two
years later he sailed for India and stayed for
twenty-three years. Right: Just before
Hope Campmeeting in 1946, amid post-
World War Il privations, Bill Hetke
purchased a 1929 Essex. Standing beside
his new purchase, with a jaunty foot set on
the running board, he couldn’t possibly
know that the Essex would spend the rest of
its life blowing out its “rear end”
approximately every 1,000 miles.

once been asedan. But now it had been cut down,
embellished with wooden sides and converted
into a pickup truck.

The Knellers had two gitls, and I had three
sisters. The seating arrangements, therefore, bick-
ered down to the place where I was the one
delegated toriding on the back of the Nash pickup.
(And I'd rather set my heart of getting into our
“new” Essex.) Anyway, we headed north toward
Vernon, with the steam-release radiator doing its

work steadily over the hills. Huddled in the back
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would be firmly anchored to the fir or spruce bench
by a good quality pitch sap.

Then we had the preachers! Who could every
forget Carlyle B. Haynes, Roy Allan Anderson,
and Meade McGuire, to say nothing of H. M. S.
Richards (the original) and the Kings Heralds, as
well as Eric B. Hare and all the missionaries? They
had a way with words that made my spine tingle.
Sometimes they’d say things like, “This may be the
last campmeeting we'll ever have on this earth.
Next year we could meet in heaven!” This idea
could strike a boy with hope and terror at the same
time. Might we really be in heaven next year? But
I still had so much living to do! I didn’t know
whether I wanted to go or stay. . . . Then, abruptly,
campmeeting ended. Idon’t remember anything
of the trip home. Whatever it was, it had to be
anti-climactic. The next possible campmeeting
had to be a whole year away—and for a nine-year-
old that was eternity.

When the 1947 campmeeting time finally
arrived, Dad, remembering 1946, said, “Unless we
get anew car, we can’t go to Hope this year.” How
we prayed for a new car! Surely the garage would
call us soon to come and pick it up. Precious few
days remained, however, and this time Mom didn’t
cook or bake anything. The day for departure
came and went. We still waited at home, waited
for the call. The disappointment crushed us all.

[ didn’t even want to go to church on that first
Sabbath while campmeeting was on. Only a few
old fogeys were left in the church. Even our
parents didn’t seem to have much heart for church
that day. We tried to be resigned to our fate—no
campmeeting in 1947 for the Hetke family.

Then, early Tuesday morning Kelowna Motors
called us. We could have our new car tomorrow!
Maybe, I thought, just maybe we could still get to
campmeeting! But dad said, “No. The car will
have to be broken in properly first.” That meant
300 miles at 30 mph, and the next 500 at 50 mph.
Still, Dad really didn’t sound very convincing.
Mom started her Sabbath baking on Wednes-
day—cinnamon rolls, apple pies, and all her other
masterpieces.

Then Dad made the announcement: “I think
we can get to Hope in time for the last weekend of
campmeeting.” Much jubilation, as we all plunged

into preparations.

With Mom’s lunch packed into the back of
the new Mercury, we headed out. Because Dad
cheated a little on the engine break-in instruc-
tions, we arrived in Hope in a record eight hours.
Of course, we did have to stop a few times. The
fresh cherries and tuna fish sandwiches inside the
ten-year-old boy in the back seat created a little
trouble, however, because the soft springs recorded
every curve in the canyon roads. But joy, oh joy,
our car didn’t overheat.

What a special treat that second weekend
held for us. And what great reunions with our
friends. Plus, the Voice of Prophecy was there.
And Eric Hare. And Paul Wickman. Paul told
mission stories and taught the kids two songs in an
odd African language—"Only Believe” and “I
Will Make You Fishers of Men.” (I can still sing
them.) And how will I ever forget Clever Queen
and the Haunted Pagoda. Even more importantly,
however, that was the year I knew that I was going
to be a missionary—a forecast of the twenty-three
years I'd spend in India.

Campmeeting time at Hope keeps coming
around every year. And we're still here—for this
I'm truly sorry. Will there be another next year?
The British Columbia Conference, of course is
planning one. But we all agree that attending
campmeeting in the fields and valleys of Heaven
would be a much better idea.
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would be employed who was not a faithful tithe-
payer. (3) Rallies on Christian education were to
be encouraged in the church, because “this is an
unfortunate age for the young in which the spirit
of abandon and self-indulgence that besets the
youth with special temptations and dangers.” And
(4) The conferences should all “launch an active
evangelistic program in an effort to reach all our
young people during 1928.)

The Western Canadian Union

Originally the territory of British Columbia
was divided two ways. The western part of the
province joined the North Pacific Union while
the remainder became part of the Upper Colum-
bia Conference. The British Columbia Confer-
ence organized in 1902 with the Manitoba Mis-
sion following a year later. The Alberta Mission
came into being in 1904, and two years later it
became a conference. The Saskatchewan Mission
organized on January 1, 1907.

The organizational meeting of the Western
Canadian Union was held in the Leduc German
church in Alberta. Professor E. L. Stewart served
as the first president (1907-1910).4 Describing
the convention, the local newspaper raised an

interesting question: “These people, in our opin-
ion, are bound in the not distant future to be no
mean factor in Alberta, and, as such, are their
doctrines and beliefs being given the attention
they deserve?”

The Depression years hit Canada hard, both
East and West. In 1930 the cash on hand for the
Western Canadian Union Conference was $100,
with $682.66 in the bank. The telephone bill was
@210.67 and postage ran to $176.71. A minister’s
annual salary was $2,137.83, and women officer
workers earned 35 cents an hour.

The Canadian Union Conference

Upon the recommendation of General Con-
ference leaders in 1932, the two Canadian unions
merged to become The Canadian Union Confer-
ence of Seventh-day Adventists. M. N. Campbell
was the first president of the amalgamated unions,
followed by W. B. Ochs and H. L. Rudy.

An examination of early Messengers and Tid-
ings reveals an emphasis on the distribution of
tracts, books and other truth-filled literature. Also
onsacrificial giving and personal witnessing. Pub-
lic evangelism and concerns for the youth took
high priority.

Through the years, then, there
has been little change in what the
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church stresses. The changes have
occurred as the church has grown in

numbers, faced new challenges, and
adjusted to the “increased knowledge
in these modern days.” One would
like to believe that some things never
change—dedication, sacrifice, loy-
alty. Today the Seventh-day Adven-
tist church membership in Canada
has increased to nearly 40,000. As
the heritage of her past influences the
plans and dreams for the future of the
church in Canada, the members to-

In 1924, the Western Canadian Union
Conference had quite a slim account with the
Royal Bank of Canada. Atthe end of October
that year the organization had nothing but a
debit of $599.00. Every dollar meant huge

sacrifice, and treasurers, to be sure, had to
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one’sown beliefs with neighbors. Like fairs and circuses, campmeetings were attended by anyone with religious interests
or with enough curiosity to warrant the physical inconveniences which sometimes attended the gatherings.

Once again to the foreground, the Waterloo Advertiser announced a campmeeting to be held at]. ]. Webster’s grove
in Magog, fifteen miles east of South Stukely, in August, 1879. Large canvas tents would be set up for shelter, and several
well-known Adventist preachers from the United States were expected to attend. Moreover, the railways, boats and
stage companies had offered special reduced fares for whoever wished to come. Thus people from Newport, Vermont,
for example, could embark on the Lady of the Lake and enjoy the pleasure of crossing the entire length of Lake
Memphremagog.”> Many, many people attended the campmeeting between August 21 and 26, but on the Sunday a
very large non-Adventist crowd came. Following the delivering of a temperance message, a Temperance Society was
organized with A. C. Bourdeau as its president. Having now grown to sufficient maturity, the Province of Quebec was
separated from the Vermont Conference. It was formed into a mission supervised by the General Conference.?

More Magog Campmeetings
Although many campmeetings were to follow, the second one, held from August 11 to 17,1880, outshone them
all. Huge crowds attended, but, even more significantly, James and Ellen White made their third and final visit
to Quebec. D. T. Bourdeau, just returned from a five-year stay in Europe, and George . Butler were also present.
When the meetings started on Thursday night, Webster’s grove held twenty canvas tents and one circular
pavilion, sixty feet in diameter. With preaching services three times aday (10.30 a.m., 2.30 and 7.30 p.m.), social
meetings thrice daily (5.30 and 9.00 a.m. and 4.30 p.m.), people kept more than busy.”

On Friday evening, just before sunset, James and Ellen White arrived on the camp ground. As Whalley
describes their arrival, “When the people saw the White’s [sic] there was a loud shout of victory and a joyous
welcome.””® In its extensive reporting on the meetings, the newspaper gave Ellen White some very generous
tributes. When, on Sabbath afternoon, she spoke on [ John 3:1-3, the reporter from the Advertiser seemed to have
been touched: “It is impossible to describe the peculiar eloquence of this lady speaker. She possesses a certain
dignity of manner, a quiet consciousness of strength that rivets the attention of the audience at once.”®

On Sunday special trains, stages and boats brought 2500 people to the camp ground. In the morning, James
White, president of the General Conference, preached on the reasons for the Adventist faith. He also gave a
report on the progress of the world work. In the afternoon Ellen White spoke on temperance. This time the
reporter wrote: “In treating this subject, the speaker took an entirely new line which had the double merit of
originality and good sense, a combination rarely found.” The lively success of this particular campmeeting
impressed Ellen White herself. “I never saw a people so grateful for our labors as in this place.”!

An important piece of business was transacted at this time. On Monday afternoon, August 16, the believers
in Quebec, under the leadership of James White, organized themselves into the first local Canadian conference,
“Seventh-day Adventist Conference of the Province of Quebec.”” A. C. Bourdeau was elected president, his
brother D. T. Bourdeau, secretary, and Andrew Blake,
treasurer.** The Quebec membership stood at 132, distributed
among three churches: Westbury and Eaton, Bolton and Stukely,
and Dixville. Two companies met at Sutton and Brome.

After a busy intervening year, the tents went up in R , :
Webster’s grove for the third time, August 10-16, 1881. Every ACHURCH TREASURERS RECHIPT
one anticipated another visit from the Whites, but just as the .
meetings began, A. C. Bourdeau received a telegram announc- -
ing the death of James White the previous Sunday. A deep ‘
sadness settled over the campground, everyone remembering

COLORED

thejoysofjustone yearago. A.C. Bourdeauand D. M. Canright ey
held a memorial service on Sabbath afternoon.

Left: An advertisement taken from the Waterloo Advertiser of June 30,
1876, describes the nature of evangelism as conducted in the “Big Tent” by A.
C. Bourdeau (from Vermont) and R. S. Qwen (from Michigan). Right:
Church treasurer’s receipt, South Stukely Church, Quebec, September 13,
1930.

QUEBEC 17












years later he was arrested in Hull where he was
imprisoned for two weeks, less one day.

Nor were women spared difficulties. In 1910 a
Sister Roach was arrested several times for canvass-
ing without a license. In 1913 Camille Armeneau
and Ferere Fortier were arrested and charged with
the same offence in Montreal. The judge found
them guilty and then suspended the sentence. Just
an hour before the men were taken into custody,
Armeneaudiscussed the sale of La Sentinelle with the
local parish priest. The latter promised toreview the
magazine from his pulpit the next Sunday. He kept
his word and thus gave the colporteursfine publicity.

In 1919 Mrs. Passebois with two young ladies
(Misses Butler and Parnell) sold Adventist literature
in Plessisville. The local priest persuaded the mayor
to stop them, threatening them with jail if they did
not leave town on the next train. A landmark court
case followed which ultimately opened up almost all
of Quebec to literature ministry.*

In the years since these early beginnings, the
literature evangelists have contributed much to
church-growth in Quebec. In1974, for instance, the
church in Quebec gained 245 members. Of the 215
who were added by baptism, many were influenced
by the fifty literature evangelists working in the
territory.*® Between 1985 and 1990 the French work
among the indigenous French-speaking people has
revived, under the leadership of Robert Fournier
from Ontario. With the twelve full-time workers he
has recruited from among the French-speaking con-
verts, he has made the colporteur work in Quebec
the strongest in Canada today.

Sources

IThis article is abridged from a longer, unpublished
manuscript by Denis Fortin, “The Beginnings of Seventh-
day Adventism in Canada.” (Quebec City, 1991), 13pp.
He cites as major sources two works: Robert Stephen
Whalley, “TheRise of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
in Quebec.” (Unpub. manuscript, 1976); and ]. Emest
Monteith, The Lord is My Shepherd: A History of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada.

Sylvester Bliss, Memoirs of William Miller (Boston:].
V. Himes, 1853), 353.

3Francis D. Nichol, The Midnight Cry. (Washington,
D.C.: Review & Herald, 1944), 111.

*Whalley, 3-6.

5 See the following Millerite publications for corre-
spondence from Quebec: The Advent Herald, the Signs of
the Times, Day-Star, Western Midnight Cry, and others. Also
The Advent Herald and The Review and Herald.

¢Joseph Bates gave his current tract wide distribution,
The Seventh-day Sabbath, a Perpetual Sign.

"During this visit, Ellen White wrote that although
she was sick and her throat was badly irritated, the Lord
heard their prayers and healed her instantaneously. (See
E. G. White, Life Sketches of Ellen G. White, Mountain
View, CA: Pacific Press, 1915, 132-133.)

8James White, “Eastern Tour,” Review & Herald,
September 24, 1861. (See also Ernest Monteith, “Que-
bec,” p. 27.

°A.S.Hutchins, “Meetings in South Troy,” Review &
Herald, June 17, 1862.

10 At its business meeting, the church voted “that this
church be called the church of Richford and Sutton.”
Thus it became, undoubtedly, the oldest record we have
of the existence of a Canadian Seventh-day Adventist
church. See “Records of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church of Richford, VT and Sutton CE.” A copy of this
record is available in the Heritage Room of the James
White Library, Andrews University. See also a letter in
the Review & Herald, January 27, 1863, reporting the
organization of the Richford-Sutton church.

11 The Abercorn Church, Quebec, just a few miles
north of Richford was organized in 1900. Members came
from both Quebec and Vermont to attend.

2Qrganized February, 1864. A.C.and D. T. Bourdeau,
“Recent Labors,” Review & Herald, March 15, 1864.

BQOrganized July 2, 1866. A. C. Bourdeau, “Report
from Brother Bourdeau,” Review & Herald, August 22,
1865.

“Whalley, p. 26.

BA. C. Bourdeau, “Canada,” Review & Herald, Sep-
tember 20, 1875. (Cited in Whalley, p. 26)

16 A. C. Bourdeau, “Canada, “ Review & Herald,
March 27, 1876. (Cited in Whalley, 26) See also “West
Bolton,” Waterloo Advertiser, June 30, 1876.

7A.C.Bourdeauand R. S. Owens, “Canada,” Review
& Herald, July 3, 1876. (Cited in Whalley, 28)

W aterloo Advertiser, June 30, 1876. Short accounts
of the various lectures are given in the issues of July 7, 14,
and 21, 1876, under the headings: “Tent Meetings.”

¥The Sabbath Question at the Tent,” Waterloo Ad-
vertiser, August 18, 1876. Following this article, however,
the newspaper catried no more news about the tent
meetings.

©A. C. Bourdeau, “Canada,” Review & Herald, Au-
gust 10, 1876; October 5, 1876. (Cited in Whalley, 28).

H\Whalley, 29-30.

2“South Stukely Church Records.” A copy of these
records is available in the Heritage Room of the James
White Library at Andrews University.

%The Booth family were Adventists from 1876 and
charter members of the South Stukely Church. Their
descendantshave made their mark on Canadian Adventism
ever since. John and Mary Booth’s daughter, Merle

(Sources Continued on Page 33.)
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2. "he Seventh-day Adventist Church
in Newfoundland and Labrador (Est. 1895)!

By Trudy Morgan

you have been so
fortunate as to fly the polar route from
Europe to America, you will have
passed the island of Newfoundland. It
is part of the breath-takingly beautiful
land-and-sea-scape of Canada’s fro-
zen north, shining blue and white on
a sunny day. You will see the long
finger of Newfoundland’s northwest
peninsula, laid acrossan indigo ocean,
pointing back eastward to the snowy,
chunky district of Labrador. The is-
land has been described as an odd-
shaped door-knocker at the eastern
gateway to the North American con-
tinent.?

On the ground, however, New-
foundland and Labrador have always
presented a culture and a challenge
unique to themselves.
Newfoundlanders are proud of their
being claimed in 1593 as the first
possession of the British Empire.
Wishing to keep the cod-rich Grand
Banks exclusively for her “Fishing
Admirals,” Queen Elizabeth I forbade
any other settlers in this outpost. No
landsmen, to be sure, with their fin-
icky concem for law and order and
their ambition for the comforts of

civilization! And when other settlers
did finally arrive, they, along with the
fishermen, had tobrave the long, harsh
winter hurricanes, tidal waves, and
icebergs, as well as dense and seem-
ingly endless fogs.?

Newfoundland and Labrador as a
missionary enterprise first came to the
attention of the General Conference
in 1893.4 The next year two Adventist
laymen from Battle Creek, Michigan,
L. T. Ayres (a schoolteacher) and E.
O. Parker’® and their wives arrived in
Newfoundland. Self-supporting mis-
sionaries, they were the first to bring
Adventism to this island.

When Seventh-day Adventist
doctrines were first introduced to
Newfoundland, controversy followed
close behind. In 1895 and Adventist
minister, Elder S. J. Hersum, began
holding meetings in St. John’s. In
August of that year, a local newspaper
reported a lecture on “The Sabbath
Question,” given by a Mrs.
Cowperthwaite® in one of the cities
major churches. “The arguments of
the Seventh-day Adventists were
taken up and simply annihilated
without mercy,” the reporter affirmed.
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Elder Hersum’s spirited reply in
the nextday’s paper not only defended
the Adventist position but also con-
cluded that the opposing lecture “was
no more effective. . .than for a little
boy with a popgun, to shoot peas at a
British man-of-war.” The lively debate
between Elder Hersum and his oppo-
nents continued, as a kind of “serial,”
in the pages of the Evening Telegram
for almost a year. In a city with such
deeply ingrained religious traditions,
this kind of controversy did much to
awaken interest in the new religion.
And, surprisingly, Hersum was able to
organize a church of 18 members. By
the next year they’d built a small
church, 28' x 40'.7

By 1901, other Adventist workers
had arrived to spread the Word
throughout the island. Elders J. J.
Farman and C. A. Hansen held tent
meetings in Harbour Grace, reporting
















teachers, doctors and others who came
to Newfoundland to work found that
although the climate was sometimes
inhospitable, the people were not. A
warm camaraderie has always existed
among the workers who have served
in Newfoundland, and many have re-
turned in later years to visit the people
to whom they have ministered.
Through very difficult beginnings the
Seventh-day Adventist church did,
indeed, take firm root in the rocky soil
of this storm-blown Old Rock.

Sources

'The Newfoundland Conference in-
cludes Labrador and the French Islands of
St. Pierre and Miquelon.

*Modemn communications first alerted
the continent to the existence of the
colony when, in 1858, the U.S. frigate
Niagara laid the first trans-Atlantic cable
at Trinity Bay, Newfoundland. In 1901,
atop Signal Hill, St. John’s, Guglielmo
Marconi heard the first faint clickings
from England which announced the be-
ginnings of long-range, wireless telegra-
phy.

SNewfoundland and Labradorhad but
one task, that of converting the meat of
the codfish into the coin of the realm by
trading, all the way from the Mediterra-
nean to Brazil. Having but one economic
outlet, they had a long history of poverty
and hardship. Recent years, however,
have brought prospetiy from the pulp-
and-paper mills fed by the vast forests of
the region and the rich ore deposits in
Labrador.

L. T. Ayers, “Newfoundland,” Re-
view & Herald, October 10, 1893, 638-
639. For a detailed history of the work in
this province, see . Ernest Monteith, The
Lord is My Shepherd: A History of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada.
(Oshawa, Ont.: The Canadian Union
Conference of S.D.A., 1983), 132-140,
189,214-215,230-231,266. Seealso, “A
Brief History of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Newfoundland,” in
The Crusader (Portugal Cove, Nfld.: New
Life Crusade, 1982), 5.

SParkerand Ayreshad previouslybeen
colporteuring in the Maritimes, so it was
convenient to send them across the Gulf
of St. Lawrence toNewfoundland. Aboard
ship, even before reaching Port-aux-
Basques (Newfoundland’s Gulfport), they
met their first potential convert, Mrs.
Anna Pippy.

SMrs. Cowperthwaite stirred up much
hostility, denouncing Adventistsby every
possible means and by equating them with
infidels and liquor dealers. Ayers and
Hersum ably refuted her charges. (See
“Mrs. Cowperthwaite’s Lecture,” in St.
John’s Evening Telegram, August 1, 1895;
and “A Letter from Mr. H. J. Hersum,”
Evening Telegram, August 2, 1895. (Cited
in David Kennedy, ed., As He Has Led Us
in the Past: 90 Years of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Newfoundland( St.
John’s: Creative Publishers, 1985, 8-10).
See also, S. ]. Hersum, “Newfoundland,”
Review & Herald, July 9, 1895, 442-443.

’S. ]. Hersum, “Newfoundland,” Re-
view & Herald, November 3, 1896, 704.

8Warmth reaches Newfoundland
from the off-shore Gulf Stream, but not
often. The long, cold, damp winters have
long beenlegend, and cynicslike toadvise
that if one does not happen to be in
Newfoundland on precisely the right day,
he might miss summer altogether for that
year. The island’s northeast coast and
Labradorare sealed off by ice from January
to June.

Mrs. Pippy’s becoming a Sabbath-
keeper caused much public discussion.
The local Methodist minister denounced
Adventists from his pulpit and called
Parker adevil. (O. E. Parker, “Newfound-
land,” Review & Herald, June 12, 1894,
380)

YAn employee of Job Brothers, Ed-
ward Butler lost his job because of the
Sabbath question. From then until his
death in 1950, he was a self-supporting lay
worker. His grandson, George Adams,
has held many positions of responsibility
in the S.D.A. Church.

George Morgan, “106 Freshwater
Road,” in Kennedy, 11-13. The New-
foundland Mission was part of the
Northeastern Conference which included
eastern Canada and New England. The

men of the church had good credit rating,
so they borrowed $1,500.00, built the
Manse, and let the minister’s rents pay off
theloan. Alegal mortgage wasimpossible,
so the conference had to sign the convey-
ance, despite the fact that they had never
before done so for any individual’s needs.

Monteith, 134-136.

BMonteith, 136. See also, Clarence
Whitten, “VOAR—The Early Days” in
Kennedy, 17-18.

“H. B. Tucker, “Radio Station ‘8
BSL’,” Eastern Canadian Messenger, March
18,1930, 3. The station operated on 228.9
meters, 1,310kilocycles and 10watts. Even
while testing the station, twenty-five calls
came in. And when a little program was
aired to test the antenna, fifty calls came in.
Harold Williams acquired his expertise from
George Stevens, an Adventist who had
operated a radio station in Auburn, New
York. Late in 1930, Stevens himself came
to St. John’s as a self-supporting worker.

BThe studio was now housed in the
Cookstown Road Church. Edward Butler
(the first Adventist convert), conducted
“The Layman’s Study Hour.”

15Kennedy, 17-18.

7After the government permitted an
increase of power, the call-letters VO were
assigned to Newfoundland, and VONA
(Voice of the North Atlantic) became the
first commercial radio station in the colony.
The ever-present need for funding to
maintain the station had brought in adver-
tising. Difficulties over the advertisements
arose, however, over the church’s refusal to
advertise products inconsistent with its
teachings. VONA was sold in 1932.

¥In 1952 VOAR (The Voice of
Adventist Radio) was granted a private
commercial license, even though it wasstill
a non-commercial radio station. By 1959
broadcast time stepped up to thirty-eight
hours a week, tape-recording facilities im-
proved, and the Voice of Prophecy was
augmented by other programs like
“Unshackled, “Your Radio Doctor,” “The
Quite Hour,” and Your Story Hour.” Also,
regular Sabbath morning services are
broadcast from the newQueen’sRoad S.D.A.
Church. VOAR has been reaching St. John’s
area listeners for many years, but today it has
made an exciting new power increase.

NEWFOUNDLAND 27



3. The Beginnings of he Adven ist
Church in Ontario Est. 1899)!

ie story of Ad-
ventism in Ontario goes back to 1850
and is associated with the Millerites.
It focuses on one, Peter Gibson, who
sent a contribution of one dollar to
the Advent Review,in care of C. A.
Minor.? Apparently Minor had al-
ready travelled in western Ontario,
for there is an interesting letter from
D. C. Corcoran in the village of
Delaware, some ten miles west of
London. He describes the visit of a
“beloved brother” who “expounded to
him” the significance of the law of
God. Only later, through the reading
of the Rewview, did Corcoran, his wife,
and a neighbor, Mrs. Estacy Young,
become Sabbath-keepers.

Millerite Connections

Meanwhile, Peter Gibson had
invited any brethren of the Philadel-
phia Church (the name Seventh-day
Adventist wasnotadopted foranother
ten years) to visit him that summer,
should they be travelling west. He
may have been a known follower of
William Miller and therefore a good
prospect foraccepting Sabbath truth.?
In any case, in late 1851 Hiram Edson

By Myrna Tety

and Joseph Bates made a circuit of
Lake Ontario, laboring among all
known Millerites.

Despite “tedious cold weather,
deep snow and cold impenetrable
hearts,” they were able to report 100
converts in Canada West (Ontario).*
Nonetheless, some twenty new be-
lievers appeared in Mariposa and
Reach in northern Ontario. They
shared their beliefs by assidulously cir-
culating tracts and the Review, by
encouraging one another tolive above
persecution and disappointment, and
by waiting eagerly for a visit from the
“travelling brethren.”

Only one attempt at proclaiming
the Sabbath was made by a Seventh-
day Adventist leader during the 1860’s.
R. F. Cottrell held eighteen public
meetings in Bronte, where he en-
countered stiff opposition from those
who loudly misrepresented the basic
Adventist faith. Undaunted, Cottrell
called his audience to forsake “their
fashionable as well as their unpopular
sins” and be converted. His efforts, it
seems, met with no success.” More-
over, any meetings running into July
could hardly maintain the interest of
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the farmers who, by then, were be-
coming anxious about their crops.
Again, Ontario school laws made it
difficult to hold religious services in
schoolhouses—and halls were both
scarce and high-priced. Canada, it
began to appear, would be a difficult
missionfield in which to make a mark.

Ten years later, in 1872, Cottrell
again tried public evangelism, this time
near Milford, Prince Edward County,
Ontario. Now it was the weather, not
the people, who resisted him. Storms
and winds, with snow drifts blocking
the roads in every direction—once



more the results were discouraging.
Finally, four years later, John Fulton
baptized five persons in Lake Huron,
and the first church of eight members
was organized in Lambton County.
He moved on to Chatham where, in
the summer, he pitched his tent on
one of the main streets and nurtured a
little company of sixteen Sabbath-
keepers.® With southwestern Ontario
assigned to the Michigan Conference
as a mission field, the impetus to face
the challenge of evangelism increased
throughout the late 1800’s.

Toronto at the Center

Naturally, Toronto soon became
a center of church activity. In 1883
George Brown established a “reading
room” in his home on Yonge Street,
and within a year he had some con-
verts—although there is no record of

%’WW
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VOL. 19 OSHAWA, ONTARIO, MAR. 11, 1919

Top: The Eastern Canadian
Messenger for March 11, 1919.

Right: Canadian church papers also
offered practical, every-day help to
theirreaders. Baby chicks, anyone?
(Eastern Canadian Mesenger.
Oshawa, Ontario, Vol. 28, No. 4,
January 24, 1928.) Bottom:
Invitation to an Ontario

CHICKS

OW is the time to send in your orders
for White Leghorn, White Rock and

campmeeting in the Eastern
Canadian Messenger. (Oshawa,

Barred Rock baby chicks from superior
quality foundation stock, all bred for pro-

duction. They simply have to lay. For

the establishment of a church at that
time.” In 1889 a group of colporteurs
began work in the city, and four years
later four Bible workers were appointed
to Toronto. They rented a house,
fitted up the parlor for meetings, and
set up a Sabbath School with sixty
members. Finally,in 1895,1. H. Evans
visited Toronto and organized an
eighteen-member church in a rented
store on Dundas Street.

At the first campmeeting in the
summer of 1899, F. D. Starr was elected
the first conference president. Also of
special interest was the ordination of
two young men, William Ward
Simpson and E. J. Dryer. The latter
hadserved fortydaysinjail in Chatham
for allegedly working on a church
building on Sunday. Campmeetings
in Ontario, of course, like those in
other parts of the country came to
serve the members as the highlight of
their year, both spiritually and physi-
cally. In this vein,al917 advertisement
for a campmeeting in Duffering Park,
Toronto, advised: “There is a beauti-

Ontario, Vol. 32, No. 12, June 7,
1932.)

particulars write

VIRGIL N. CLYMER
R.R. No. 2

ful grass field in the center

Oshawa, Ontario

of our large and small tents.
There are covered sheds
where teams and autos can be shel-
tered. The street car service is most
excellent, street cars running every
two minutes, connectin ghe park with
all parts of the city.” The first Ontario
campmeetings were often held in cit-
ies where there were few, if any, be-
lievers. Many of the early churches
grew up as a direct result of these
exciting gatherings.

The second phase of the church
in Toronto began with the work of M.
J. Allen in 1908. A Canadian who
had become an Adventist in San
Francisco, he sold his business and
moved home. After some years of self-
supporting work, he became a salaried
employee. Meanwhile, John Thomas
Errington set about the construction
of a modest S. D. A. church building
on Awde Street (1912). In four years
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major cities which has given it a large
constituency. And it has become the
heart of church administration in the
Big Country.

Sources

The main sources for this article are:
J. Emnest Monteith, The Lord is My Shep-
herd: A History of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Canada, and Dennis Uffindell,
“The Origin of the Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church.”

2Advent Review, November, 1850, 72.

¥The Gibsons’ letters to the Review
continued for many years, with Elizabeth
continuing correspondence after her
husband died in 1854.

*The census of 1851 recorded 663
“Second Adventists” in Upper Canada.
(Montieth, 42)

SR.F. Cottrell, “Meetingsin Canada,”
Review & Herald, January 20, 1863, 61.

SMontieth, 43-44.

"An elderly couple and their grand-
daughter attended Brown's reading room
andbegan keeping Sabbath. They claimed
to have been baptized by William Miller
in 1844, the only ones remaining of some

2,000 Millerites who had once lived in
the Toronto area. (George Brown,
“Canada,” Review & Herald, October 28,
1884, 684-685.)

8The new church on Awde Street
served as a place of worship for the next
forty years and also housed the offices of
the Ontario Conference in the basement.

°Of the establishing of this branch of
the Review & Herald, Morse reported:
“Under the supervision of the Canada
Tract and Missionary Society, the can-
vassing work had already been taken hold
of to a limited extent in the Province of
Quebec; and in the Province of Ontario
one canvasser had been engaged for a
portion of the time since last December.
Something had also been done in the
Maritime Provinces. Twocanvassers were
sent from Michigan to Toronto to start
the work there simultaneously with the
establishment of the office.:” (Cited in
George Dronen, “Notes” (1991), 2.)

This edition of Bible Readings sold
15,000 copies in Canada. E. G. White’s
Patriarchs and Prophets was also printed in
Canada.

Uln 1902 the press moved to
Montreal, and then back to Toronto two
years later. In 1908 it transferred to Ot-

tawa, three years later to Port Hope (thirty
miles east of Oshawa). (Dronen, 2)

2This major move of 1913 was made
possible by the donation of the land and a
building. Also, the Review & Herald
Publishing Association transferred
equipment and personnel to the Canadian
House. A new provincial charter granted
the Canadian Watchman Press permission
to publish and print a denominational
magazine and also to manufacture books,
papers, and materials to supply the needs
of the denomination in Canada.

BIn addition to titles already in print,
the Watchman Press produced other im-
portant books: The Modern Medical
Counsellor, E. G. White’s The Desire of
Ages,and health books for the French-
speaking population. Imports included:
Arthur Maxwell’s Bedtime Stories, The Bible
Story, and The Children’s Hour, and
Drama of the Ages by W. H. Branson.
Magazines were: The Canadian Watch-
man (1920-1943), which later became
The Signs of the Times (1943-1954). For
the needs of the French-speaking popula-
tion there were: Le Messager (1924-1928,
1937-1953) and Les Signes des Temps
(1928-1936)—an evangelistic journal.
(Dronen,2)
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(b. 1893) became the mother of Brock
Wells (Education Secretary for the Ca-
nadian Union) and John H. Wells, well-
known across Canada for his vigorous
leadership in the colporteur work—par-
ticularly in Saskatchewan.

“Monteith, 29. Also “South
Stukely,” Waterloo Advertiser, March 26,
1880.

B“Camp Meeting,” Waterloo Adver-
tiser, August 1, 1879; “Memphremagog
Camp Metting,” Waterloo Advertiser,
August 7, 1879.

%Whalley, 33-34.

“The Seventh-day Adventist
Camp-Meeting at Magog,” Waterloo Ad-
vertiser, August 27, 1880.

% Whalley, 35.

¥“The Seventh-day Adventist
Camp-Meeting at Magog,” Waterloo Ad-
vertiser, August 27, 1880.

¥ Ibid.

3 E. G. White, Letter 39, 1880.
(Cited in Whalley, 35)

3 The presidents of the Old Quebec
Conference are asfollows: A.C. Bourdeau
(1880-1884); R. S. Owen (1884-1893); ]. B.
Goodrich (1893-1897); Eugene Leland
(1897-1899); I N. Williams (1899-1901); S.
A. Farnsworth (1901-1903); H. E. Rickard
(1903-1906); D. E. Lindsay (1906-1908);
W. H. Thurston (1908); William Cuthrie
(1908-1910); G. H. Skinner (1910-1911); W.
J. Tanner (1911-1914); A. V. Olson (1914-
1916); W. C. Young (1916-1919); F. C.
Webster (1919-1920); D.]. C. Barrett (1921-
1922); F. G. Lane (1922-1925); C. F.
McVagh (1925-1926); M. V. Campbell
(1926-1928); and W. H. Howard (1928-
1932). (See Monteith, 24.)

3“Organization of the S.D.A. Con-
ference of the Province of Quebec,” Review
& Herald, September 12, 1880. (Cited in
Whalley, 35).

*Monteith, 32.

$“Memephremagog Camp Meet-
ing,” Waterloo Advertiser, July 29, 1881,
and “The Camp Meeting Season,” Wa-
terloo Advertiser, September 2, 1881.

3“South Stukely,” Waterloo Adver-

tiser, December 24, 1880; October 13,
1882. In December of 1880, when the
local Christian community wished to es-
tablish a branch of the British and Foreign
Bible Society, A. C. Bourdeau was elected
vice-president.

South Stukely,” Waterloo Adver-
tiser, September 16 and October 7, 1881.

B“South Stukely,” Waterloo Adver-
tiser, November 30, 1882. (Cited by
Monteith, 32)

¥“South Stukely,” Waterloo Adver-
tiser, September 21, 1883.

A, C. Bourdeau was succeeded as
Quebec president by his son-in-law, R. S.
Owens, whoremained in office until 1893.
During this period the Seventh-day
Adventist message spread to other com-
munities. Churches were established in
Fitch Bay, Way’s Mills, and North Potten
and South Bolton. (Monteith, 33)

MSouth Stukely,” Waterloo Adver-
tiser, March 21, 1884, and Monteith, 32.

# Monteith, 173.

BMarion L. Phelps, ed., Yesterdays of
Brome County. (Knowlton, QC: Brome
County Historical Society, 1967, 80.)

*Ernest M. Taylor, History of Brome
County, Vol 2 (Montreal: John Lovell,
1908), 37. The sanitarium lasted for only
five years, after which Dr. Harris purchased
it in 1908. He continued to operate it
successfully for many years. For vague
reasons, both Taylor and Monteith remark
that the sale of the sanitarium was the
result of an already declining work in the
Eastern Townships.

S Argyle Taylor was the adventur-
ous son of an old pioneer couple in South
Bolton, Eastern Townships, Quebec.

*Emma Landry’s daughter, Olivine
Nadeau-Bohner writes the following note:
“Things turned out for Emmajust as Elder
Passebois had planned. At school in
Oshawa Missionary College that fall she
met Louis Nadeau, another French stu-
dent who was hoping to work for God in
Quebec. They became friends, and, al-
though Emma returned to work in
Montreal during the school year of 1923-
1924, she and Louis corresponded. By the
summer of 1924, the relationship had
deepenedinto love. OnJuly 9, 1924, they

were married at the home of the French
pastor in Montreal. It was just a little
more than two years from the day Emma
had stood on that Montreal street corner,
weeping and telling Elder Passebois that
she was planning to go home. Louis and
Emma spent their first year of married life
living in one room in the dormitory at
O.M.C. while Louis finished the French
academic course. After he graduated,
they were called to pastor the French
church in Montreal, where they co~tin-
ued working under Elder Passebois for
several years.”

#“The conference president took le-
gal action against the mayor of Plessisville
for his interference with the law of license
in the Province of Quebec, Article 1243:
“Colporteurs selling religious literature in
the employ of a religious society of the
said Province of Quebec do not require a
license.” The case was tried on Septem-
ber 20, 1919, in Athabasca. The com-
plainants argued that the priest and mayor
had conspired to run the colporteurs out
of town. The defendant charged that the
colporteurs were in conspiracy against the
Church of Rome and forbade anything
being said against the priest. Passebois
was accused of publicizing the case in the
Orange Sentinel, which he had not done.
After reserving judgment for thirty days,
the judge awarded the Adventists $25.00
in damages. Thereafter, whenever au-
thorities in other towns tried to intimi-
date Passebois and his associates, the pas-
tor informed them that action for $500 in
damages had been taken against other
would-be persecutors. Hostile attitudes
invariably changed.

#®In 1974 the colporteurs came from
Haiti, France, and other French-speaking
areas. They sold more than $200,000
worth of Seventh-day Adventist litera-
ture.
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4. Adventist Beginnings in
British Columbia (Est. 1902)

By Dorothy Eaton Watts and Others

In the late 1880’s, having become part of the territory of the
North Pacific Conference (U.S.), western British Columbia was
evangelized by ministers from Oregon.! While earlier missionary
activity cannot be documented, we have evidence that Sabbath-
keepers were known in 1886, when the following note appeared in
the proceedings of the British Columbia Legislature: “Mr. Grant
said there were some people in this province who honestly believe
that our Saturday was the real and original Sunday, and they
regularly kept that day.” 2 At the turn of the century, to the east in the
Okanagan Valley, the first Sabbath-keepers were American immigrants.

During the first decade of this century, Pitt Meadows (a small
town 24 miles east of Vancouver) became the center of Adventism
in the province. In 1903 William Manson gave a 320-acre farm for
the building of two Adventist institutions: Manson Industrial
Academy® and the conference headquarters.* In those days, the
Fraser Valley Local train stopped at Pitt meadows, near the school, travelling west in the morning and back
again in the evening.’

It is quite probable that the first conference president, Joseph L. Wilson, rode that “milk-train” with
the other four conference trustees when they went to inspect the proposed location of their first church
school.® Although Pitt Meadows is today an “Adventist ghost town,” the memory of the pioneers is
preserved in the names “Advent Road” and “Advent Village Estates.” And a small white wooden church
on the corner of Harris and Ford Streets was built by the pioneers.’

The main building of Manson Industrial Academy was a 42' x 50' wooden structure, with three stories
above the basement. It had sixteen rooms, with accommodation for twenty-five students. Classrooms
occupied the main floor while the basement® contained alaundry, kitchen, and dining room®. The entrance
was by a high board walk, going in from Ford Road.!® Today town houses, apartments and a shopping center
stand on the land which was once a spacious campus.

The first classes at Pitt Meadows were held in the summer of 1904 in a log structure that served as both
church and school. Ten students enrolled.!! By 1909 the large building near Advent Road was in use and
continued until 1915.1? A peak enrollment of 35 students occurred in 1910%. . .. The Pitt Meadows chapter
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*Proceedings of the Second Session of the Fifth
Legislature—Mr. Bole’s Sunday Law,” Daily Times
(Victoria), 18 April, 1888. Cited in Monteith, 89.

* H. H. Hall, “Progress in British Columbia,” Pacific
Union Recorder, (March 12, 1903), 5. William Manson
was a commissioner for the Maple Ridge Dyking District
and eventually became a Member of Parliament. His valet,
Septimus Waring, is listed on the Honor Roll of 1914-1919
inside of the old church. (See McDermott, 12-13.)

4. L. Wilson, “Vancouverand Cumberland,” British
Columbia Visitor, February, 1910.

E. M. McDermott, Pitt Meadows Through a Cen-
tury of Progress (Canadian Confederation Centennial
Committee of Pitt Meadows, 1967), 21.

%British Columbia Conference Minute Record Book,
1902. The trustees were: James J. Dougan; Charles W.
Enoch, Simon A Wilband, and William Manson.

"McDermott, 3, 26, 13.

®Ibid. The building stood where Advent Road runs
today.

%History,” Manson Industrial Academy Calendar
(1909-1910); President’s Report to the Western Canadian
Union Conference, 1910.

"McDermott, 12.

1G. E. Johnson, “British Columbia,” Pacific Union
Recorder, September 15, 1904, 4.

2], Ernest Montieth, The Lord is My Shepherd
(Canadian Union Conference of S.D.A.: Parkland
Press, College Heights, Alberta, 1983), 207.

BMcDermott, 12.

“The academy property was sold to William
Aikenhead for $10,275 (Montieth, 207). He demol-
ished the buildings and sold off the lumber, doors, and
windows (McDermott, 13).

BInterview with Stanley Stickle, July, 1991.

1], L. Wilson, “Vancouver and Cumberland,” British
Columbia Visitor, February, 1910.

"Montieth, 94.

18“Seventh-day Adventists—The first Annual Con-
ference Now in Session,” Province, September 16, 1902.

Montieth, 95.

2“The Churches,” Vancouver Province, Septem-
ber, 1902.

4], L. Wilson and ]. J. Dougan, “British Columbia
Conference,” Pacific Union Recorder, October 9, 1902, 5.

“Conference policy dictated, however, that
campmeeting should be held in the same place for two
consecutive years. (See “British Columbia Campmeeting,”
Western Canadion Tidings, May 25, 1926, 3.)

B“Adventists Have Ideal Encampment at
Fruitland,” Kamloops Standard, June, 1912.

#British Columbia Conference Minutes, June 7,1922.

5“British Columbia Campmeeting,” Western Ca-

nadian Tidings, May 25, 1926, 3.

%Interview with Kathleen Bayliss, July 1991.

2TExceptions to the tent-meeting start were: Firvale
(where Adventists migrated from other places in
Canada); Silver Creek (where the members immi-
grated from Great Falls, Montana); and Grandview
(with German immigrants from North Dakota and
Alberta.) (See Montieth, 89-95)

#“A Revival in a Tent,” Victoria Colonist, June 7,
1889.

B, A. Burden, “North Pacific Conference
Proceedings,”Signs of the Times, June 30, 1890, 395.

®The opposition notwithstanding, the Daily
Telegram published comprehensive reports of the ser-
mons, including thirty column inches on the Sabbath.

The reorganized church boughtland on the corner
of Keefer and Gore, for $850, and built a church before
1902. (“Elder Wilson’s Call to Vancouver Recalls Past
History,” Canadian Union Messenger,May 11,1937,3,4.)
Eight years later they sold the Vancouver church
property for $17,500.

3], L. Wilson, “Vancouverand Cumberland,” British
Columbia Visitor, February, 1910.

B0. E. Davis, “British Columbia,” Review & Her-
ald, August 11, 1902, 20,21.

*Montieth, 92.

$The three Vancouver churches amalgamated in
1925, pooling their resources to build a new church at
10th Avenueand Yukon (S.D.A. Encyclopedia, 166). The
Grandview German united with the Grandview English
in 1926. (George Toombs, “Announcement,” Western
Canadian Tidings, January 19, 1926, 3.) Cumberland was
disbanded when the members all moved away (Montieth,
90). Rossland was closed when the members, most of
whom were miners, lost their jobs over Sabbath obser-
vance and moved elsewhere (Montieth, 19). Firvale
disbanded in 1930after aflood destroyed most of the farms
and the families moved away (Montieth, 91; Interviews
with Waterman and Astleford, July 1991). By 1920 Port
Simpson had also closed. Montieth, 96.

%Montieth, 184-185. Seven church schools had
begun between 1902 and 1915: Pitt Meadows, Reiswig,
Bella Coola, Grandview, Penticton, Nanaimo, and
Silver Creek.

*n his little booklet, In Time of War (1986), Alex
Zapran relives not only the conversion of his Greek
Orthodox family to Adventism in 1920, but also his
colporteuring years and his life at forced labor in the
logging camps.

¥Today the primary Adventist hospital in Canada
is North York Branson Hospital, in the Tronoto suburb
of Willowdale, Ontario. This large institution was
opened in 1957.
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5. Seventh-day Adventists in
the Maritime Provinces (Est. 1902)

By Douglas Hosking

sspite  their
proximity to Maine, the birthplace of
Adventism, the Maritime Provinces
seem to have had no church members
for about two decades after 1844.

[t is intriguing to note, however,
that the Advent Christian Church was NEW
organized in New Brunswick along the
Bay of Fundy. And stories are known
of the message spreading among the
fishermen. For example, a Captain
Edgett accepted the Seventh-day
Adventist message in the 1860’s or

BRUNSWICK

THE MARITIME PROVINCES

one house when he was
halted by a voice saying,
“Go back to that house.”
He found there a teacher,
& David Corkham.?

By 1888 David
Corkham was preaching
at Tantallon, Nova
Scotia, where he met
sharp opposition. One
night, he was met by a
mob and escaped only
when Levi Longard

70’s. With his wife he faithfully wit-
nessed to their hope at Harvey Bank,
Albert County.! While the two Edgett children
did not remain part of the church, the son of a Mrs.
Stevens whohad worked for the family later became
an Adventist. He, in turn, contacted a doctor who
played a pivotal role in the hospital in Albert and
in the church organized at Riverside.

In the Annapolis Valley of Nova Scotia, Mr.
JohnR. Israel heard the message inNew England. He
began the first recorded public meetings at Freeport,
Digby County, in 1878. Eight years later we hear of
himcanvassinginMountD  on. Hetold of passing
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whisked him away in a
carriage. In spite of the
hostility, the first S.D.A. church in the Maritimes
was organized in Tantallon on August 12, 1888.
From this point onward, Adventism seems to have
taken fire in the Maritimes. Evangelism in Indian
Harbour, Halifax, New Glasgow, Truro, Hopewell
Cape, Moncton,* and Saint John®> produced bap-
tisms and new churches. Meetings were held in
rented school rooms or in the open air. One of the
believers testified, “Some came to listen, some to
scoff, but I believed.” And she continued to
believe as an isolated member for the rest of her









were spreading literature and preaching
in Victoria County, New Brunswick. Ap-
parently, the first Maritimers to be bap-
tized were the Byron Outhouse family of
Tiverton, Nova Scotia. Much of the early
witnessing, of course,was accomplished
through the literature ministry.

*David Corkham was born “Corkum”
but later changed the spelling to suit
himself.

*The Moncton church was organized
in 1892 as a result of the work of David
Corkham and A. J. Rice, an Adventist
colporteur.

5In 1889 J. B. Goodrich organized a
company at Saint John, largely following
the witness of A. J. Rice who had moved
there and who canvassed for part of his
living.

1n 1890 more than $8,000 in books
were sold—an enormous sum for the
Maritimes at that time.

F. W. Stray, The Eastern Canadian
Messenger, June 28, 1932, 2.

8The Maritime Conference was made
up of the churches of Tiverton, Tantallon,
Truro, Annapolis, New Glasgow, Jeddore,
and Halifax, Nova Scotia; Elgin, Hopewell
Cape, Moncton, Saint John, Fredericton,
and St. Martin’s, New Brunswick. (The
Guthries were assigned to PEL.) Officers
elected were: G. E. Langdon, president;
M. S. Babcock, vice-president; and Mrs.
Carrie Langdon, secretary-treasurer and
Sabbath School secretary. (She became
the first of several women to serve the
Maritimes in executive offices.

’George McCready Price always
claimed that the earliest known Sabbath-
keeper in New Brunswick was his uncle,
George McCready. The old man always
attributed his conversion to reading Sev-
enth-day Baptist literature. From there
he found the transition to Adventism
relatively easy.

Yln 1932 the Depression further
crippled the Memramcook Academy, and
it closed. As a final defeat, the building
burned to the ground three years later.

UThese two Newcastle Creek con-
verts were the Crawford brothers. Their
families have since had a large influence
in the Adventist church.

At one point people were leaving
Yarmouth at the rate of 4,000 to 5,000 per
month, and Saint John at 10,000 per
month.

BNew work in the 1960’s included
churchesand companiesat Riverside, Oak
Park, Bridgewater, Sydney, Dartmouth,
Upper Kent and Zealand.

“wnile the newspaper owner later
published a statement that his paper did
not endorse the views expressed by the
editorial in promoting the Seventh-day
Sabbath, he did admit personal respect for
M. Flaiz.

*Despite hostility, sixteen people be-
came Sabbath keepers in McGregor. Sab-
bath interest spread to Gladstone,
Winnipeg and Plum Coulee. Although
several Adventists were brought to the
courts for breaking Sunday laws, only one
(John McKelvey) served a prison term.

SAmong the new converts in the
German congregation at Morden were
the families of J. Nichols, P. Wiebe, D.
Nichol,and A. A. Toews. Other churches
were raised in Russell, Altamont,
Scandinavia and Killarney.

¢Later, asecond church school opened
in Winnipeg—in the old building after
the Bannerman church moved on to new
and larger quarters following the success-
ful 1923 campaign by F. W. Johnson.

"Beausejour was one of the early Ger-
man centers, with a group of thirteen
organized in 1913. Othernew churches of
the time were: the Bannerman Church of
Winnipeg and others at Fort William,
Grandview, Erickson, and Minitonas.

8Gulbrandsen later served in Gimli
and Winnipegosis.

The city of Brandon challenged the
best the workers had to offer, even after

campmeetings were held there in 1898
and 1907. The Ronlund-Stenberg evan-
gelistic team got good news paper covet-
age for their tent meetings, but the
churches still bitterly opposed the work.

OWorkers were listed as follows: El-
der White (Winnipeg); Elder Ziprick
(German-speaking congregations); J. H.
Zachary (part-time among the Ukraini-
ans);and A. E. Milner doing self-support-
ing work in the port cities.

The members of the early Leader
Church, for example were Adventists prior
to their arrival in Canada. The Weis
family were part of this group.

”The Saskatchewan Conference ex-
isted for only twenty years. During that
time, however, thirteen churches came
into being (see box p. 47).

BOther members of the Neufeld fam-
ily who were active in the work of the S.
D. A. church were: Don Neufeld, Bible
scholar and teacher, and editor of the
church journal, Review and Herald; Henry
Feyerabend, television evangelist and
musician.

“Among the sixteen baptisms from
the first evangelistic series were Frank
Shearer and his mother, from Fort Carlton.
They first thing they knew was that Ad-
ventists didn’t eat pork or drink tea.

BConway later became a Bible in-
structor at Battleford Academy. His last
work in Canada wasserving as chaplain at
Rest Haven Sanitarium, Sidney, British
Columbia.

W alter Forshaw was one of nine
baptized at the Regina effort. He assisted
inother public meetings in Swift Current,
Markinch, Macrories, Kindersley,
Weyburn and Tugaske.

"Elder Babienco also established
Russian-speaking congregations in Vice-
roy and Lonesome Butte.

BA¢ the point of the conference
merger, Manitoba had only eight churches
open.

"Whitesand serves as the base of
youth camp activities. It now has a large
metal auditorium and improvements are
made yearly.

MARITIME 43



M A N I

T O B A -

S A S K A TCHE W A N

6. The Manitoba-Saskatchewan
Conference (Est. 1903)!

ir conference is spread
over a huge area geographically and
the membership isstill small (less than
3,000). Thefollowingaccount cannot
name all of the people who have
worked untiringly over the years to
establish the Adventist church on the
Canadian prairies. The listings of
churchesand placesare, unfortunately,
also partial.

George Ross, of McLean,
Saskatchewan has the distinction of
being the first Seventh-day Adventist
in Canada’s mid-West. He read him-
self into conversion, in 1887 with his
study of Seventh-day Adventist pub-
lications lent him by a friend who had
been receiving papers from Califor-
nia. The establishment of the first
Saskatchewan church at Rouleau on
July 16, 1907, however, is attributable
to a Roumanian family. Aftera triple
series of meetings in Regina, the
Haynals, a rather large group, were
converted after being given literature
in their own language. A unique fea-
tureofthe church in the prairie provinces
istheway inwhich thenamesof“charter-
member” families have recurred in ser-
vice all over the world.

By Ruth Bodrug

MANITOBA-
SASKATCHEWAN

The Manitoba Conference
(Est. 1903)

The beginnings of Adventism in
this province resembled closely that
in many other parts of the world—the
colporteurs led the way. In 1889 C. H.
and Addie Richards began with Bible
Readings.! In the winter, Arthur
Huntly and E. Chapman (later to be-
come conference president) delivered
their books in Winnipeg from a
wooden box fitted with runners. By
General Conference time in 1891,
workers could report thirty or forty
Manitobans observing Sabbath.
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The first member, Neil McGill,
attributed his conversion to the
reading of Uriah Smith’s Thoughts on
Daniel and Revelation. It reached him
in a roundabout way. A colporteur
sold the book to a man living near the
Manitoba border. He in turn gave it
to a farmer who bought hay from him.
Thenhe gave it tohisneighbor, McGill.
After he’d studied the book carefully, he
shared it with his Sunday School class at
the Presbyterian church. In 1893 C. W.
Flaiz organized McGill’s group into the
Wakopa S. D. A. Church.

A liberal-minded newspaper edi-
tor announced the first public meet-
ings in Hamiota, describing Flaiz as a
Seventh-day Adventist preacher and
urging everyone to attend. Flaiz met
stiff opposition when he went to
McGregor where the local municipal
council had passed a bylaw requiring
strict Sunday observance. ‘The Ger-
man congregation at Morden made
up the province’s second Adventist
church, with meetings held in the
homes of the members.’

Manitoba’s first general meeting
convened in Austin, June 5-10, 1895.
The fifty visitors camped in a nearby












7. The Alberta Conference
(Est. 1906)!

By Dennis H. Braun and Others

has so often
been the case, Seventh-day Adventist
teachings first came to Alberta in the
spring of 1895 through the work of
two colporteurs, Thomas R. Astleford
and George W. Sowler. Working in
Edmonton and the towns along the
railroad to the south, Astleford brought
in the first converts in the province.?
Four years passed, however, before a
permanent minister could be assigned
to the infant church in Alberta,? so the
canvassers carried on. To the south
Sowler sold 200 copies of Bible Read-
ings in Calgary. He canvassed to the
north, toward Fort MacLeod—among
the ranchers—and also along the Ca-
nadian Pacific Railroad to the east.
Alberta at the turn of the century
was a great lonely country, and on one
trip, Sowler travelled in the saddle for
twenty-five miles withoutseeing even
one house. A number of colorful
misconceptionsabout Alberta existed,
of course, even in sophisticated quar-
ters. Atthe 1901 General Conference,
one of the brethren described it as the
“field . . . away up yonder, about as far
as white people gen lly go.” 1-
other charted it (very incorrectly) as

being 1,100 miles northwest of
Manitoba. One, however, said, chari-
tably, “Alberta reaches almost to the
North Pole. . .but having been there
two winters, ] find that the climate there
is superior to the climate of Michigan.™

The development of the church in
Alberta was to pro-

Dirksen was sent from Manitoba to
organize Alberta’s first church, in
Leduc on May 14, 1898.° Though
isolated, the membership thrived on
published church papers and faith-
fully attended prayer-meetings, Bible
readings and Sabbath Schools. The

far-reaching ef-

ceed along marked
ethnic lines and
within large family

fects of litera-
ture distribu-
tion throughout

groups. Alberta can
hardly be over-

The German ALBERTA estimated.
Beginnings The climate
Block’s early J notwithstand-

work stirred up lay-
participation in
Leduc (twenty miles
south of Edmonton).
Alsoastronginterest
in health reform

ing, Alberta be-
came an abun-
dant land for
settlers, and
people would
come in groups.

went along with the

health lectures of Dr. Menzel of Stony
Plain—one of the charter members of
the Leduc church. John Gustave Litke,
however, is the earliest known con-
vert—simply because a colporteur
shared his new faith with his German
friends in the district. Soon H. J.
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In May of 1906,
for instance, twenty-three people from
Oklahoma arrived in Leduc. Particu-
larly in the case of this province, some of
the immigrants were already Seventh-
day Adventists when they arrived.®

By the 1870’s the hundred-year-
old promise of Catherine the _.eatto












in Peace River—and the memories of
their Christian witness still live on.?
Joe and Ruth French of Grande Prai-
rieremember his ministry well. When
they first moved to Waterhole in 1919,
Joe had already, as a boy, become
acquainted with Adventists. Having
attended meetings with his parents
(the Sam Frenchs) in Stettler, he knew
one when he saw one. So when a
young Russian colporteur sold them
Bible Readings for the Home Circle and
The Home Physician and then spent

the next Saturday alone in a grove of .

trees, Joe said, “He’s got to be either a
Jew or an Adventist.”

The next Adventists they met
were Bert Bailey and his hired man,
Mr. Wilson. (Because of a drought in
the Edmonton area, Mr. Philbrick had
shipped all his cattle to Waterhole.)
During his wife’s absence on a visit to
Stettler, Joe became friends with the
two men, and by the time Ruth re-
turned her husband was convinced of
the Adventist faith. Reluctant to give
in to a church that would make them
so peculiar among their neighbors,
she held back. Learning of the French’s
interest, Peter Rick and his wife came
over from Bluesky where a small
church had been formed. Since Joe
and Ruth had but one bed, the Ricks
slept on the floor of the one-room log
cabin. Over the quantity of good food
which Mrs. Rick brought along, they
all became well acquainted.

The Frenchs, and others, were
baptized at the next campmeeting.
Peter Rick dug a pool out of the spring
but could supply no heater! Yet, for

In 1905 the Adventists opened treatment rooms in
Edmonton, a second attempt (after Knowiton
Sanitarium in Quebec) to operate a hospital. In
1907, having had great success, the Alberta Sani-
tarium moved to the largest dwelling in the city, a
28-room house on 3rd Avenue. in Edmonton.
This modern house was replete with electric lights
and baths!

the pioneers, the snow on the ground
and the icey spring water made no
difference on that March day. Now
Joe and Ruth met their new breth-
ren—the Fergusons, Knutsons,
Keillors, Joe Miller and Mr. Stone (an
eighty-two-year-old gentleman who
was sure that he would live to see Jesus
come.) The neighbors noticed, how-
ever, that Joe and Ruth didn’t “hang
out” about town on Saturday as usual.
“Aren’t we good enough?”’ one farmer
asked. “You have to go all the way to
Bluesky to find friends?”?

The Reiswigs were the first Ad-
ventists in Clairmont, where they
hauled coal and firewood tokeepalive.
Then, in 1926 three Reiswig brothers
(George, Dan, and Fred) homesteaded
in Grizzly Bear Flats (now known as
Peoria)—a district approached in a
two-day journey by wagon through
“The Badheart.” Settlers?” here carved
their farms out of the woodlands and
created a distinctive community, two
thirds of which were Adventists. Asa
young man, Son Harold Reiswig
opened what for decades was to be the
only general store in the area. In1929
a group of young farmers, newly ar-
tived from northern Germany slashed
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the first trail from Peoria through to
Belloy. Other immigrants followed,?
and in August, 1931, the Alberta
Conference president, Arthur V.
Rhoads, organized a thirteen-member
church there. Five years later, husky
farmers dug out the basement for a
new church building by hand. They
worked far into the night, for that far
north the sun hardly sets in summer.
Short, rich growing-and-harvest sea-
sons punctuate the long, severe win-
ters under the Northern Lights. and
still make farming in the Peace River
a viable option.

Although the Alberta Conference
was the last to be added to the Union,
its membership has remained com-
mitted and generous. The youngestin
the “family,” but in no way lesser for
that accident of history! The found-
ing of the early churches, naturally, is
to be tied to the settlement of the
province itself.

Sources

"Much of this article is abstracted
from Dennis H. Braun, “A History of the
AlbertaConference up to 1910” (Andrews
University, Unpub. manuscript, 1974).
Othere sources are: ]. Ermest Monteith,















urged to sell Christ’s Object Lessons to fund the new
school. Desiring a more central location, church
leaders moved the academy to the present site of
Kingsway College, Oshawa, in1912.

Manitoba-Saskatchewan

Along with the establishment of church
groups came the interest in having children in
church schools, with many members creating
“family schools” in their own homes

By 1904 Manitoban members attending
campmeeting planned to open aschool at the end
of the summer and requested “a Bible teacher and
an educator in practical missionary work. . .” In
November O. A. Hall of Nebraska arrived to take
charge of the “Northwestern Training School”
located near Portage la Prairie. Of the twenty-
three students who enrolled, none could speak
English. Unfortunately the school closed in 1908,
not be replaced until the academy in Winnipeg
opened in 1930. Nonetheless, by 1912
Saskatchewan had eight church schools in op-
eration.’

George Foulston and Peter Blix of Tugaske,
Saskatchewan, had a vision of a church school for
their children long before the church in general
took up the idea. In 1915 they opened a school in

the Foulston home. The next summer they built
a school house about halfway between their two
homes. Financing the project themselves, the
men kept the school open until 1928.8
Battleford was the captial of the Northwest
Territory, until the area became the province of
Saskatchewan. When headquarters moved in
1915, the Adventists purchased the governor’s
house, the legislative buildings, a hospital and
some other government property—this was the
birth of Battleford Academy. With students
coming in from all three of the prairie provinces,
the Academy prospered until 1931—when it was
closed in favor of Canadian Junior College in
Lacombe, Alberta. The closure was a blow,
however, to the mid-western Canadian churches.

Maritime Provinces

Influenced by Adventists from across the line
in Maine, believers in St. John, New Brunswick,
opened a school in the winter of 1901. Adminis-
tered by three different teachers in one winter,
however, the project was abandoned.’ In 1903,
A.G. Danielsappealed to the Canadian Maritime
constituency to open a school because “the young -
people of our Sabbath keepers in Canada have
been coming to our schools in the States but very
few have returned home.” This, he declared, was
a “disaster.”

Forthwith, T. W. Dimock gave 100 acres of
improved land and 150 acres of timber for an
industrial school in Farmington, Nova Scotia. In
1905 the school relocated in Williamsdale, Nova
Scotia. Strict religious training and discipline
was given, and perhaps the nineteen students
could accept that fact that very little time or
money was devoted to sports and amusements.
Another move took the Maritime Conference
Academy to Memramcook in 1919.1°

Alberta

Alberta’s first (short-lived) school opened in
Tees (1903-1905), with Miss Lorena Carpenter
(later Mrs. Hommel) as its teacher. It occupied
an upstairs room in the home of L. D. House. For
the 1906 school opening in Leavings (later called
Granum), V. D. Hawley came up from South
Dakota as teacher. His work was “quite a load for
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ager, barely five feet tall. But he waited while she
sterilized her father’s best pliers and then pulled
the tooth. “Hardly felt a thing,” he told everyone
he met. “She’s as good as any doctor!”

After a time in Placentia, Tom Moyst was
transferred to St. John’s—a city which none of the
family could really love. For the first few months
the irrepressible Minnie was bedridden with rheu-
matic fever. Despite her slow recovery, when she
heard of the opening of Grace Hospital
(Newfoundland’s first maternity facility) on
LeMarchant Road, she enrolled in the first three-
month class for midwives which they offered. Her
teenaged daughter, Violet, managed the house
while mother attended classes and worked on the
maternity ward twelve hours a day. (Along with
all her other work, Minnie, as the “Newfie” saying
goes, borned more than 300 babies.)

In 1919 a life-changing event occurred. A
large tent was pitched in the next-door meadow,

called “The Nun’s
Field.” Out of cu-
riosity the whole
family went to the
first evangelistic
meeting. Her
husband was away
on a voyage when
Minnie and her
daughter Violet
decided to be bap-
tized into the
Seventh-day Ad-

ventist

church.

When she

wrote to him about the matter, he shot back a
sharp warning that he would leave her if she
abandoned the Church of England. Patiently she
replied, “If itbe God’s will that the Sabbath should
come between you and me, then I must not let our
parting stop me from obeying God.”

Within days, his repentant reply came, “I
didn’t mean what I said. [ couldn’tbear to lose you
and the children. Min, do whatever the Lord tells
you to do.™

So now the Moyst family went to the
Cookstown Seventh-day Adventist church and
Minnie’s seven surviving children went to school
on Freshwater Road. In 1923 Tom Moyst was
transferred to the Gulf Ferry run between Sidney
and Port-aux-Basque—a boat link between the
railway in Nova Scotia and the desperately slow,
narrow guage railway in Newfoundland—with a
train (known as the “Newfie Bullet”) which was
wont to get snowbound in the middle of the island
and which, passengers testified, ran on square
wheels.

Back among family and friends, the Moysts
were happy, except for the fact that they were the
only Seventh-day Adventists on the west coast.
They held church services in their own living
room. They rejoiced whenever a travelling min-
ister or church member passed through en route to
“Canada,”™ but in the main Minnie Moyst pre-
sided. The older children loved to meet the train
and escort the visitors home while they awaited
the departure of the ferry.

Tragedy struck on October 14,1942—on what
was to have been Tom Moyst’s last trip before
retirement. He had volunteered for more service
in order to help out in the war effort. Tom’s ship,

Opposite page: Left: Amelia Ford-Moyst (1882-1982), the daughter of a sea captain, may serve as an
exemplar of all the pioneers who solidly laid, upon their rocky island of Newfoundland, the foundations of early
Adventism. Right: Thomas F. Moyst, the husband of Amelia Moyst, was 2nd Engineer of the S. S. Caribou,
a ferry on the gulf run between Port-aux-Basques, Newfoundland, and Sydney, Nova Scotia. He served the
Newfoundland Railway Steamship Company from 1923-1942. He and all of his shipmates died on October 14,
1942, when their ship was sunk by an enemy submarine.

Above: Affectionately known as “Nannie” Moyst, Amelia lived to be almost 100 years old. In later years she
livedin Port-aux-Basques, but after the death of her husband she moved to Corner Brook with her daughter Mabel
Moyst-Dingwell and son Ralph. Below: Graduation day for the midwifery class in St. John's, Newfoundland,
with the instructor seated center front. Barely five feet tall energetic and practical Minnie Moyst stands at the
right in the back row.
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one was at liberty to skip any of the numerous
stanzas. The membersstudied their Sabbath School
lessons seven times a week and put in hours of
“Christian Help Work” (the reporting of which
was duly entered into the appropriate records).
Earnest testimonies mileposted the path of each
member’s Christian experience. And, amid tears,
men and women put all their wrongs right before
partaking of communion

service. Besides, people

actually went to mid-

week prayer meeting, in

either blizzard or chinook,

as the case might be.

The farmers made

campmeeting an annual

“vacation” event. There

they thrilled to the stories

of visiting ministers and

missionaries and gave,

with incredible generosity, to projects in distant
lands which they would never see.

The founding of the Rosebud church truly
exemplifies Adventist pioneering in Alberta. A
number of families’ living in North Dakota were
already Sabbathkeepers when they decided to take
up land in southern Alberta—a place of which
they’d heard good reports. Loading their machin-
ery, livestock and household effects into a train of
freight cars, they headed west. From Crossfield,
the station nearest their land, they unloaded and
headed off overland, through roadless country.
But the season overtook them, and they spent
their first Canadian winter in tents. Amazingly,
no one sickened or died.?

Jake Gimbel was among the children of those
pioneers of the new, raw country of the “Level
Land” community, ten miles east of the town of
Beiseker. Jake had arrived in Canada with his

Above: Jacob (“Jake”) Gimbel and Ruth Johnson at the time of
their engagement (1923).

Opposite Page: Left: Jake and Ruth with their teenagers.
Family pictures with the family car used to be very significant.
Standing (L-R): Jake, Ruth, Naida, Glenda, Courtney, Elaine.
Front (L-R): Hervey and Howard. Right: Jake Gimbel oper-
ating his side-delivery power rake to windrow hay on his farm near
Beiseker, Alberta.

parents, Jacob and Maria Gimbel from North
Dakota in 1909.° When he was twenty-two years
old, his parents moved to the Bridgeland district of
Calgary. After twelve years of homesteading, they
felt (very properly) entitled to some of the ameni-
ties of city living and retired to a home in Calgary.

While Jake made a pretty self-sufficient bach-

elor, he still appreciated his sister Bertha’s coming
out once in a while to
treat him to some home-
cooking. Not being at
all committed to the
single life, however, his
mind kept running back
to a girl he’d met at
campmeeting in
Lacombe. But she was
Swedish, not German.
Worse still, she lived
near Wetaskwin, all of
150 miles away. Nonetheless, his eye would often
follow the two-rut wagon trail from Carbon that
cut across the Tetz land and the Gimbel land.
Then it straggled through great stretches of prairie
wool, thousands of years old, and stumbled on to
Calgary. He would gaze, dream, and want to journey
forth. The length of the trip and the demands of farm
chores, however, kept him at home.

The daughter of a preacher recently moved to
Alberta’® from Nebraska, Ruth Johnson was used
to city life—street cars, indoor bathrooms, trees
and. . .well, “civilization.” After she finished
normal school in Edmonton, she was appointed to
complete the unfinished school year in the Ad-
vent Public School, eight miles east of Beiseker.
The vast snow-covered expanse of prairie didn’t
compare very favorably with her home in the
parkland of Alberta,. She could only be grateful
that the assignment was temporary. “I hope [
never have to live in a place like this!” Even
though her sister Dorothy had taught in the same
districtand had stayed to marry Jake Gimbel’s cousin,
Dave Kindopp, Ruth felt sure that her time would be
only temporary.

But Providence had made other provisions for
her. As the local school teacher, she boarded at
the home of Rosie and Fred Braunberger. Jake
now began making surprisingly frequent visits to

PIONEER 69



the home of Rosie, who was his older sister. By the
time Ruth went home for the summer, he'd ac-
quired a Model-T Ford roadster for just $125. Now
Jake could pursue his case in earnest. On his first
visit to the Johnson farm, he found Ruth carrying
two heavy buckets of water in from the well. Her
motherhad always told her, “Don’t marry afarmer.
You'll have to work too hard.” But, since Ruth was
already working hard, Jake saw no reason for giving
up his quest.

Happily Ruth returned to the Advent Public
School in September. Jake’s courtship had pro-
gressed well enough so that he didn’t have toresort
to the methods of his friend, Emil Gramms. The
latter, in pursuit of another schoolteacher, had
saved his fencing tasks along the road for times
when he knew she would be walking by. (An
occasionally inconvenient device, but it worked.)

Sometimes Jake took Ruth out on horseback-
riding dates. The next spring Jake and Ruth one
day galloped the ponies, Billie and Longshanks,
into agrove of trees inafield. In thatsecluded spot
Jake gathered enough courage to propose. Then,
on a blistering summer day, July 2, 1924, Jake and
Ruth celebrated their small family wedding in
Father and Mother Gimbel’s house in Calgary.
Chicken noodle soup for the reception and then
away to the city’s St. George’s Island Park for the
honeymoon. Three hours later, wilted in the heat,
they bumped down the trail back to Beiseker and
to the making of their new home. Already they
knew that they wanted to make it a training
ground for Heaven.

No Beiseker housewife, of course, could be
ignorant of the fine points of German cuisine, so
Ruth very quickly learned how to make
dumphnoodles, strudel, kuchen, and kass knepfla.
Life prospered for the young couple with two
babies in the first two years, Averil Kayand Hervey.
After buying the car, a piano, most importantly,
came next. (That piano was to become a focal
point for all the music education in the commu-
nity—the Gimbel kids as well as many other
children. Friday nights the male quartet gathered
at the piano too.) Next came a dining room set, a
mohair sofa and two arm chairs. All furnishings,
however, kept to a frugal minimum for Jake and
Ruth had placed their priorities elsewhere.
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While in California attending to the medical
needs of their baby boy, the Gimbels’ two-and-a-
half year-old Averil died of spinal meningitis.
Heartbroken, Jake and Ruth left their little one in
Babyland, at Forest Lawn Cemetery, Glendale,
and headed back to Alberta. Then, before they
could reach home, they learned that Ruth’s
youngest sister, Blanche (in nurses training), had
also died of meningitis in San Diego.

Back in their familiar Rosebud church (named
for nearby Rosebud Creek), Ruth and Jake sat on
Sabbaths between two comforting mottos and
were comforted. On the west wall: “The Love of
Christ Constraineth Us,” and, on the east: “The
Lord is my Shepherd.” The rest of the week, they
fought to wrest a living from the land—a struggle
which escalated with the Great Depression of
1929, followed by the drought years of the “Dirty
30%s.” Dust storms roiled through the brazen sky
and blotted out the sun, while dry winds whisked
away the precious topsoil and deposited it in the
next township. Some people began to drift along
with the tumbleweeds that blew into the fences.
Farm sales and auctions increased, as the doubters,
in despair, migrated to British Columbia and Cali-
fornia.

Still, believing that things couldn’t get worse—
only better—]Jake and Ruth Gimbel hungon. One



year, in the dead of winter, they even scraped
together enough money to drive into Calgary and
hear the violinist Fritz Kreisler play a concert.
Things like that helped. And in good times at the
dairy in Acme, a five-gallon can of cream brought
a four-dollar check. Eventually,”"Model Dairies”
in Calgary brought a small economic boom to the
Level Land District. So Jake could ship milk into
the city, and that was the beginning of brighter
days. The 1925 Chev was fifteen years old, how-
ever, before he could afford to trade it in on a
newer used car.

Neighborly visits shortened the long winters,
and even in the worst years, the Beiseker farmers
found ways to have a good time. The neighbors
met almost every Saturday night in winter in one
house or another. Weatherbeaten men joined the
games, pinning the tail on the donkey, stuffing
pillows back into their cases, playing anagrams,
telling stories and—above all—eating ice-cream
which, with all natural ingredients, spared no
calories. They made it by the gallon in several
home freezers, and the women served it up in great
man-sized soup bowls.

One evening Henry and Alice Stern brought
their twins to the Gimbels’ house. Jake having just
finished the separating, a five-gallon pail of skim
milk stood in the kitchen. One of the look-alike
kids backed into the bucket and sank up to his ears
inmilk. In typical Germanic dialogue, the parents

disagreed over which child had created the milk-
lake rapidly spreading over the floor.

Surveying his offspring, Henry said, “That’s
Allen, not?

“No, it’s Alois,” Alice snapped, mop in hand.

“Don’t you even know your own kids apart?’
Henry pontificated.

“Ach!” Alice looked aggrieved. “It’s you that
don’t know the difference!”

Farm kitchens have always been the heartbeat
of country communities. Unless she were careful,
a housewife might be rebuked for buying Watkins
vanilla instead of cow salve. Those conversations
today would not be reproducible. Committed toa
spotless floor, Mother fought an endless battle
with her man and the hired hands. “What’s that
smell? Jake, you got a big pile of manure on your
boot! Ishta! Get it out of here!”

One day Ruth handed Jake an old Eaton’s
catalog. “Take this to the backhouse when you go.
We got a new one this afternoon.”

Jake smiled. “Know what the hired man said
today when I teased him about not having a wife?
He just grinned and said, “I think I’ll order one of
dem girls in the Eaton’s catalog. They’re only
$7.95.

Being an essentially Adventist community,
both secular and religious life centered on the
church. As the children came along, everyone
realized that better Sabbath School rooms were

needed. Only a dozen kids could
fit into each of the cloak rooms
under the stairs. In the winter,
the children almost vanished un-

The Gimbels’ 65th wedding anniversary (1989) . They know now
how rich they have become—both in themselves and in their six
children: Seated (L-R): Jacob Gimbel (Beiseker farmer, church
elder and treasurer) and Ruth Gimbel (school teacher, pianist and
organist) Standing (L-R): Howard, M.D. (Ophthamologist,
Director of the Gimble Eye Center, Calgary); Courtney (retired
from family farm to become a marketing representative at the
Gimbel Eye Center) ; Glenda (married to Donald Schafer, M.D.,
pathologist in Portland, ORE); Naida (married to Bill Oliver, a
builder in Kelowna, BC) ; Elaine (married to Elder Daniel Skoretz,
pastorin Hemet, CA) ; and Hervey, M.D. (Preventive Medicine,
Redlands, CA).

Opposite Page: ]  and Ruth Gimbel, retirement in N
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der the bulk of the buffalo robes off the sleighs and
the bear skin coats. Jake and Ruth also agitated for
classes in English, as a means of getting in touch
with the young Canada which was growing up
around them.

The winter weather, however, could cause
more inconvenience than just the matter of the
provisions for the children’s Sabbath School. Aunt
Florence Openshaw can remember the day at the
Rosebud church when she was baptized by Elder J.
J.Reiswig in March, 1926. The minister cut a hole
in the foot-thick ice, just big enough for the two of
them to get in. (And afterwards there was no tent
or shelter for changing into dry clothes.) When
asked why she couldn’t wait until at least June, she
replied, “When my mind is made up that’s it.”!!

When it came to education, Jake and Ruth
spared no effort. In 1941 they began the eighteen-
year-long marathon of paying tuition and dormi-
tory expenses for their six children. First, came
Canadian Union College (Lacombe, Alberta),
followed by Walla Walla College, { Washington)—
and, for some, Loma Linda University (Califor-
nia). Had they chosen other priorities, the Gimbels
could by now have enjoyed quite a comfortable
standard of living. But Jake and Ruth had set their
sights on the Kingdom far too long for that. In1967
they retired to the “Cromwell Hotel” (the name
familiarly given to their house on Cromwell Av-
enue in Calgary ). That’s where the door forever
stood open, where another potato could always be
added to the soup and where a stranger from
church or a utility man on the street had an equal
chance of being invited home to lunch.

In the 1950’s the college graduations began,
followed by the weddings. Shortly after, came the
grandchildren—great flocks of them. By the 1970’s
anew crop of Gimbel parents had begun

Sources

'For a more complete account of the conversion of
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Preacher,” in Gospel Anchors Aweigh: Adventist Begin-
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TAmong the emigrant families to Alberta were the
Kindopps, Humanns, Gimbels, Tetzs, Roths, Leiskes,
Bechtholds, Treibwassers, and others.

8Adam Roth, “Gold Wedding,” Beiseker, Alberta,
June 30, 1955. (Letter and article are now in the
Heritage Room, Andrews University) Cited in]. W.,
Monteith, The Lord is my Shepherd. (College Heights,
AB: Canadian Union Conference, 1983),105.

°In 1887-88 the Gimbels, along with other German
families from Odessa, Russia, emigrated to mid-America,
settling in Kansas and the Dakotas.
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worked among the Scandinavian
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paying tuition bills, providing a Chris-
tian education and giving music lessons.
They could hardly dootherwise, given the
role models they had in Jake and Ruth.
The Seventh-day Adventist church
need never apologize for its little frontier
churches. The sturdy, single-minded,
and determined pioneers kept their faith
the same way they kept their land—with
love and hope, sacrifice and courage.

Edmonton Trail. Perhaps no
other Canadian province had
more strongly delineated ethnic
lines than did the church in
Alberta—differences which per-
sisted until relatively recent
times.

UAjleen Albersworth, ed., A
Light in the Peace. (Grande
Prairie: Menzies Printers, 1980),
33.
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RUTH BODRUG, after thirty years of teaching
in church schools in Saskatchewan, has returned
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