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short-term memory for elderly

LLU begins new program to train
Haitians in rehab services

Campus mourns the passing of a legend:
G. Gordon Hadley, MD, 1921-2012

By James Ponder

ilbert Gordon Hadley, MD, dean emer-
G itus and professor of anatomy and physi-
ology for the Loma Linda University School of
Medicine, passed away on Thursday, June 29,
from a blood clot related to cardiac arrhythmia.
He leaves behind Alphie, his devoted wife of 68
years, and a large and loving family. He was 91.

Among the highlights of Dr. Hadley’s remark-

able six-decade career:

+ Dean of the LLU School of Medicine,
1977-1986

+ Assistant dean of student affairs, School of
Medicine, 1963-1977

+ Faculty member in pathology, School of
Medicine, 1949-2012

+ Secretary of health and temperance, General
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists,
1986-1991

+ President of Sir Run Run Shaw Hospital,
Hangzhou, China, 1994-2001

+ Global service in India, Afghanistan, and
China, 1955-2002

According to H. Roger Hadley, MD, current
dean of the School of Medicine and Gordon
Hadley's nephew, his uncle’s life was all about
service, loyalty, and commitment.

EXCELLENCE IN HEALTH CARE

“It would be hard to overstate the legacy of
Gordon Hadley,” the dean observes. “From his
overseas work in Afghanistan, China, and India,
to his visionary leadership at Loma Linda
University School of Medicine, he displayed an
exceptional commitment to making the world a
better place.

“During the nine years he served as dean, Dr.
Hadley aligned the school with its early mission
and set a firm and clear pathway to keep the
focus on global outreach, spirituality, and
service,” he continues. “Adjectives fail to
describe him—he was unexampled, principled,
profoundly honest, tireless, selfless, humble, and
energetic. He leaves an enormous imprint on
this place.”

Born May 3, 1921, at Washington Sanitarium
in Takoma Park, Maryland, as the oldest of Dr.
Henry Gilbert and Anna Virginia (Hafenmayr)
Hadley’s two children, Gordon and younger
brother Henry Lee—who came on the scene 15
months later—grew up on the top floor of the
sanitarium’s mission clinic where their father
cared for some of the poorest Americans.

As a boy, young Gordon dreamed of serving the
underprivileged as a doctor. At 14, he made the
momentous decision to dedicate his life to
serving God and humanity. A few years later, he

Gilbert Gordon Hadley, MD, dean emeritus and professor of anatomy and physi-
ology for the Loma Linda University School of Medicine, was famous for his
ability to memorize the names of incoming students. In the photo on the right,
taken in July 2011, he commits an entire new class to memory. Dr. Hadley

passed away June 29 at the age of 91.

rejoiced when his application to the School of
Medicine at the College of Medical Evangelists,
as Loma Linda University was known at the
time, was accepted.

With a dream in his heart, the idealistic scholar
headed west to secure the education that would
equip him for a life of service. In Loma Linda,
classmate Charles Smick told him about a
comely girl he knew from college named Alice
“Alphie” Ruth Wagner. Gordon wasn't particu-
larly interested until he saw a Look magazine
photo essay that prominently featured Ms.
Wagner working as a riveter at an aircraft

factory in Burbank. Gordon was smitten, but
after a brief courtship, the future Dr. Hadley
moved to Washington, D.C,, for an internship.
Technology came to the rescue. Gordon
proposed over the phone and Alphie accepted
the same way. They married on March 24,
1944, months before his graduation as a
member of the class of 1944-B.

That same year, Uncle Sam ordered Dr.

Hadley to France to care for wounded soldiers

at the U.S. Army’s 138th Evacuation Hospital,

a surgical unit assigned to the front lines of the
Please turn to page 6

U.S. News ranks Loma Linda University
Medical Center No. 1 in the Inland Empire

By Herbert Atienza

or the third year in a row, Loma Linda
University Medical Center is ranked No. 1
among all hospitals in Riverside and San
Bernardino counties, and recognized as “high

BEST
REOMLHPIAS

! IS n GNCIRLDIINI_Y

INLAND EMPIRE

RECOGNIZED IN T SPECIALTIES

performing” for 11 specialties, by the U.S. News
& World Report’s 2012-13 Best Hospitals rank-
ings released on July 17.

Loma Linda University Medical Center received

recognition for 11 specialties—up from 10

Ranked #1

Hospital

In the Region
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specialties last year—with geriatrics making its
debut among the high performing specialties.
Other specialties recognized as high performing
are: cancer; cardiology and heart surgery; diabetes
and endocrinology; ear, nose, and throat;
gastroenterology; gynecology; nephrology; ortho-
pedics; pulmonology; and urology.

Loma Linda University Medical Center was
also ranked No. 18 among all hospitals in Cali-
fornia, the first time U.S. News has assigned
rankings for hospitals by state.

“We are extremely proud, yet humbled to
receive the recognition of being the No. 1
hospital in Riverside and San Bernardino coun-
ties for three years in a row,” Loma Linda
University Medical Center CEO Ruthita Fike,
MA, says.

“The rankings are based on benchmarks that
are important to patient safety, the skills of
our professionals, and the way we respond to
the most trying medical cases, among other
criteria,” she adds. “This recognition affirms
the commitment and hard work of everyone at
Loma Linda University Medical Center to

provide the best care we can offer to our
patients.”

This year’s Best Hospitals, the 23rd annual
edition, showcases more than 720 of the
nation’s roughly 5,000 hospitals. Fewer than
150 are nationally ranked in at least one of 16
medical specialties. The rest of the recognized
hospitals met a standard of performance nearly
as demanding in one or more specialties.

Loma Linda University Medical Center
ranked first among rated hospitals in the
Inland Empire of Southern California, a
metropolitan area encompassing more than
four million residents.

The hospital rankings, says U.S. News health
rankings editor Avery Comarow, are like a
GPS-type aid to help steer patients to hospitals
with strong skills in the procedures and medical
conditions that present the biggest challenges.

“All of these hospitals are the kinds of medical

centers that should be on your list when you

need the best care,” adds Ms. Comarow.
Please turn to page 2
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MEDICAL OUTREACH

LLUMC overseas heart
surgery team reaches out to Egypt

By James Ponder

wenty-eight members of the Loma Linda

University Medical Center overseas heart
surgery team recently traveled to Alexandria,
Egypt, to demonstrate a number of cardiotho-
racic procedures to that nation’s physicians and
surgeons. They also conducted a course on pedi-
atric critical care to update Egyptian doctors,
residents, and nurses on current best practices.

The Loma Linda team, which included medical,
technical, and administrative support personnel,

was in Egypt from April 26 to May 11.

Members of the Loma Linda delegation
included:

+ Richard H. Hart, MD, president of Loma
Linda University

+ Leonard L. Bailey, MD, chair of surgery at
Loma Linda University Medical Center,
surgeon-in-chief at Loma Linda University
Children’s Hospital, and pioneering infant
heart transplant specialist

+ Shamel A. Abd-Allah, MD, chief of pediatric
critical care at Loma Linda University Chil-
dren’s Hospital and associate professor of
pediatrics at Loma Linda University School of
Medicine

+ Aijaz Hashmi, MDD, a cardiologist at Loma
Linda University Medical Center and Loma
Linda University Children’s Hospital who
specializes in adult congenital heart diseases
and pediatric cardiology

+ Nahidh Hasaniya, MD, PhD, associate
professor of cardiovascular and thoracic
surgery, and associate professor of pediatrics,
at Loma Linda University School of Medicine

+ Jim Eguchi, MD, assistant professor of pedi-
atrics at the Loma Linda University School of
Medicine and pediatric critical care physician
at Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital

+ Mudit Mathur, MD, assistant professor of

Richard H. Hart, MD (left), president
of Loma Linda University, and Adam
Shaban, MD, who recently graduated
from the University of Alexandria,
enjoy a moment of camaraderie
during the recent visit of Loma Linda
University Medical Center’s overseas
heart surgery team to Egypt.
Because Dr. Shaban speaks Arabic
fluently, he served as a liaison officer
for the group, helping to arrange
ground transportation and other
important details.

critical care medicine at the Loma Linda
University School of Medicine. Along with
Dr. Abd-Allah, Dr. Mathur taught the last
two days of the pediatric critical care course.

+ Jerry Daly, MA, MSLS, associate director of
the Global Health Institute at Loma Linda
University

+ Jan Zumwalt, MS, MBA, associate director of
the Global Health Institute at Loma Linda
University

According to Adam Shaban, MD, a physician
licensed in Egypt and studying for his California
licensing boards in Loma Linda, the team
performed 12 to 14 difficult procedures—surg-
eries that had seldom been performed in Egypt
before—on infants. An average of 10 to 15
Egyptian medical students or residents observed
the operations. He notes that the overseas heart
surgery team last visited Egypt in 2008.

“The potential for educating the next wave of
Egyptian physicians and surgeons was tremen-
dous,” Dr. Shaban observes. He points out that
pediatric cardiology surgery is not an estab-
lished specialty in Egypt.

“Here in the U.S.,, we have many luxuries that
we take for granted,” he says. “But in Egypt,
adult cardiologists routinely operate on pedi-
atric patients. We're trying to change that.”

For his part, Dr. Abd-Allah made sure the pedi-
atric critical care course was not taken lightly.
“The students had textbooks and he gave them
an exam at the end of the course,” Dr. Shaban

recalls. “They had to pay attention and a lot of
them did well.”

One of the highlights of the trip was a banquet

Please turn to page 3

An Egyptian mother and her infant
child prepare to leave the hospital
following a successful operation by
members of the overseas heart
surgery team of Loma Linda Univer-
sity Medical Center. The child was one
of 14 operated on by the Loma Linda
delegation. “Without these opera-
tions,” notes Adam Shaban, MD, a
recent graduate of the medical
program at the University of Alexan-
dria, “the babies would have had
short-lived, poor-quality lives.
Watching them leave, knowing they
could now look forward to normal,
healthy lives, was just incredible!”

Richard H. Hart, MD (left), president of Loma Linda University, and Osama
Ibrahim, MD, president of the University of Alexandria, review an Arabic-
language publication paying tribute to the overseas heart surgery team of Loma
Linda University Medical Center during the group’s recent trip to Egypt. The
Loma Linda delegation of 28 health professionals demonstrated a number of
cardiothoracic procedures and taught a course on current best practices in pedi-
atric critical care. Dr. Ibrahim became president in 2011.

i [ o

Leonard L. Bailey, MD (right), chair of surgery at Loma Linda University Medical
Center, surgeon-in-chief at Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital, and
pioneering infant heart transplant specialist instructs a group of Egyptian
surgeons on a complex cardiothoracic procedure during an operation to save
the life of an Egyptian child. The overseas heart surgery team from Loma Linda
University Medical Center was in Egypt from April 26 to May 11.

L

Nancy Bailey (left) and Amir Osama, MD (right), meet the parents of the first
infant discharged to return home after a successful cardiothoracic surgery by
members of the Loma Linda University overseas heart surgery team. Ms. Bailey,
a registered nurse, served as watch nurse on the trip. Dr. Osama is a prominent
cardiothoracic surgeon in Alexandria, Egypt. The group traveled to Egypt in
April and returned in May.

U.S. News ranks Loma Linda University Medical
Center No. 1 in the Inland Empire

Continued from page 1
“They are where other hospitals send the
toughest cases.”

The rankings were published by U.S. News in
collaboration with RTT International, a research
organization based in Research Triangle Park,

North Carolina. Highlights of the 2012-13
rankings will appear in the U.S. News Best
Hospitals 2013 guidebook, to go on sale starting
August 28.

Complete rankings and methodology are avail-
able at: <health.usnews.com/best-hospitals>.
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NATIONAL LEADERSHIP

LLU among top schools in the
nation for producing family doctors

By Herbert Atienza

he journal The Annals of Family Medicine

named Loma Linda University School of
Medicine among the top schools in the nation
to produce family physicians. Despite a
declining national trend for medical schools to
graduate family medicine specialists, Loma
Linda University ranks third best in the
country, according to the March/April 2012
edition of the journal.

“T am delighted that our students are selecting
specialties that are very amenable to the practice
of whole person care,” says Roger Hadley, MD,
dean of the School of Medicine.

“As more accountability is demanded from

health care providers by health care reform,” he
continues, “there will be an increasing depen-
dence on family medicine physicians and the
other primary specialties to assure the health of
community members.”

Dr. Hadley said the School of Medicine has
implemented initiatives—such as programs in
rural health family medicine and the combined
preventive medicine/family medicine
programs—that contribute to Loma Linda
University’s ability to increase the number of

family medicine specialists.

Better reimbursements and financial incentives
for family physicians would also help get more
medical students interested in becoming one,

Dr. Hadley says.

Family medicine physicians are becoming rarer across the country, but not at
LLU School of Medicine. The school is the nation’s third best in graduating
family doctors, according to The Annals of Family Medicine.

According to The Annals of Family Medicine,
the number of medical students entering family

LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY
Oﬁxcc ng]anned Giving

medicine training has been going down. From
2001 to 2010, just over 9 percent of students in
U.S. medical schools focused on family medi-
cine. This downturn has become even more
pronounced in the last three years, with only 8.1
percent of medical students choosing to
specialize in family medicine.

The report said only 30 percent of practicing
physicians in the U.S. are in primary care, while
Please turn to page 4

Overseas beart surgery ...

Continued from page 2
in honor of the Loma Linda delegation spon-
sored by Al-Orman, a charitable organization
dedicated to eradicating poverty, and improving
medical and social conditions in the Middle
East. Dr. Shaban points out that Dr. Hart was
able to attend the banquet.

“Although his schedule did not allow him to
be with us the entire time, he was able to meet
with Osama Ibrahim, MD, president of the
University of Alexandria; Ashraf Saad, MD,
dean of the Faculty of Medicine; and Khaled
Karara, MD, chair of the cardiothoracic
surgery program,” Dr. Shaban says. “They
presented medals to Dr. Hart and other
members of the team.”

While Dr. Shaban views international coopera-
tion as an important way for Loma Linda
University Medical Center to share its mission
“to make man whole” with individuals in other
parts of the world, he notes that for himself and
other trip participants, the greatest reward was
seeing what great improvements their work
made in the lives of their little patients.

“Each patient became like family to us,” he
shares. “We weren’t going to rest until the
patient walked out the door. That was some-
thing that amazed me. Without these opera-
tions, the babies would have had short-lived,
poor-quality lives. Watching them leave,
knowing they could now look forward to
normal, healthy lives, was just incredible!

“We were also reunited with some of the
patients from the previous trip in 2008,” he
concludes. “To see them four years later, living
healthy lives, was a true blessing. It was great to
learn that the Egyptian physicians and surgeons
had successfully performed so many complex
procedures that we taught them on previous
trips. They have now trained at least four gener-
ations of residents, so you can imagine how
many people have already benefited. It's very
exciting to be part of this!”
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LAUGHTER RESEARCH

New research shows that humor

enhances short-term memory in elderly
By Heather Reifsnyder

urinder Bains, MD, a PhD student in
G rehabilitation sciences, was invited to
speak and present research on how humor
improves memory in the elderly at two recent
conferences—both the 25th conference of the
Association for Applied and Therapeutic
Humor, and Experimental Biology 2012, the
latter put on by the Federation of American
Societies for Experimental Biology.

The research showed that after elderly indi-
viduals (average age 74) watched a 30-minute
humorous video, their learning ability, delayed
recall, and visual recognition improved by
38.7 percent, 36.1 percent, and 6.6 percent

respectively.

“With aging, the damaging effects of stress can
impair the ability to learn and sustain memory,”
says Dr. Bains. “Humor and the associated
mirthful laughter can reduce stress by
decreasing stress hormones, including cortisol
and catecholamines.”

LLU produces more
family doctors ...

Continued from page 3
most developed countries with good health
systems have closer to 50 percent.

“We will not get to 50 percent producing less
than 20 percent per year,” the report warned.

The top two schools are the University of
Minnesota and University of Kansas.

The schools were ranked based on the number
and percentage of students who entered family
medicine over a 10-year period.

STUDENT EXCELLENCE

These hormones wear down the mind and
body. Cortisol, for example, can damage the
neural cells of the hippocampus, which is a part
of the brain responsible for transforming infor-

mation into new memories.

During this project, Dr. Bains was mentored by
researchers from the School of Allied Health
Professions and School of Medicine: Lee Berk,
DrPH; Noha Daher, DrPH; Everett Lohman,
DSc; Jerrold Petrofsky, PhD; and Ernie
Schwab, PhD. Dr. Bains was also substantially
assisted in conducting his research by physical
therapy doctoral students Prema Pawar and
Pooja Deshpande.

PUBLIC HEALTH

Loma Linda to engage next generation
of public health professionals August 16

By Heather Reifsnyder

he California-Nevada Public Health

Training Center is sponsoring an event
August 16 at Loma Linda University School
of Public Health designed to increase aware-
ness of career opportunities in the public
health workforce.

The event will introduce public health careers to
students who are just getting started in higher
education, as well as to individuals who are
working in the health field in other capacities. It
will demonstrate how public health can be inte-
grated into a wide variety of health-oriented
careers to enhance and strengthen the roles of

health providers.

“Come and learn about how your future is

affected by public health and how you can navi-

Loma Linda students form chapter of
new honor society on campus

By Heather Reifsnyder

n May 17, 25 nutrition and dietetics
O students were initiated into Phi Upsilon
Omicron, a national honor society for students
in family and consumer sciences.

Phi U national president Corine Carr attended
the ceremony and pinned each student, plus two
alumni and five faculty members. New members
are from both the School of Public Health and
the School of Allied Health Professions.

The idea to form a Phi U chapter at Loma
Linda University grew out of the Nutrition
Council Student Association, which students
from both schools formed in 2009 to enrich
their own education, unite together, and also
educate others in nutrition.

The Phi U chapter took some time to establish,
with the process being started by the nutrition
council president for 2009-2011, Sahar Rahimi.
The next year, the 2011-12 president, Helena
Machaj Ramadan, and vice president Jackie
Angulo worked to complete the process of

getting a new chapter approved, both by LLU
leadership and Phi U’s screening process.

“Phi U gives LLU students the opportunity to
gain national recognition for their hard work
and taps them into a network of professionals
who can help them advance in their careers,”
says Ms. Rahimi, who graduated in 2011 with a
BS/MA in nutrition and dietetics. She now
works as a clinical dietitian for Southwest
Healthcare System in the Temecula area.

In addition to establishing Phi U, the LLU
Nutrition Council Student Association—
which has now grown to include 64 students—
has run an education program that aims to
increase the knowledge of its own members as
well as others. The students taught a cooking
class at the School of Public Health's Healthy
People conference in March, worked booths at
health fairs, organized guest lectures by regis-
tered dietitians, created a review course for the
registered dietitian exam, and presented a
conference designed to foster dialogue between
future dietitians and future physicians on the
LLU campus.

il
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Dr. Bains presents his research at the Experimental Biology 2012 conference in

San Diego.

gate and find your path,” says Jesse Bliss, MPH,
assistant dean for public health practice. “Public
health surrounds us—in everything, every-
where, all the time.”

Loma Linda University School of Public
Health is one of four universities collaborating

to support the California-Nevada Public

Health Training Center. The center is one of
33 in the National Public Health Training

RESEARCH IN NEWBORNS

Center Network, which is funded by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services.

Loma Linda University School of Public
Health, through the California-Nevada Public
Health Training Center, offers educational
activities that strengthen the core competencies
and capabilities of the public health workforce.

The free event takes place from 10:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. on August 16 in the Centennial
Complex, fourth floor. Pre-registration is
required. This can be done online at
<www.findyourpath.tk>. Please call (909) 558-

8382 for more information.

Research details effects of pain

in premature babies

By Heather Reifsnyder

ew Loma Linda University research

demonstrates a connection between pain
in premature neonates and corresponding
oxidative stress—a chemical process that causes
damage to humans at the cellular level. The
results were published in the June 2012 issue of
The Journal of Pain.

“To keep premature babies alive, they often
require medical procedures which can result in
pain and stress,” says lead researcher Danilyn

Angeles, PhD, associate professor of basic
sciences. “Our goal is to find ways to decrease
the pain the babies experience while they're
getting life-saving care.

“The method we established with this research
measures oxidative damage caused by pain,” she
continues. “It will improve the way we care for
premature babies by testing the effectiveness of
current methods used by clinicians to decrease
pain and the resulting free radical damage to
tissues.”
Continued next page

Kelli Hobby, public health student and the new Phi U president, is pinned by Dr.
Corine Carr, Phi U’s national president for 2010-2012.
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PHYSICIAN EXCELLENCE

Six LLUMC physicians receive
2012 Physician Recognition Awards

Contributed report

n June 12, 2012, the seventh annual
Physician Recognition Awards were
presented by Loma Linda University Medical
Center, Behavioral Medicine Center, and LLU
Health Care at the medical staff annual meeting,

The recipients are:

+ Warren Peters, MD, preventive medicine:
Whole Person Care Award (given in recogni-
tion of a physician who provides compas-
sionate care as exemplified by the Good
Samaritan)

+ Larry Loo, MD, internal medicine, Education
Award (in recognition of a physician who
devotes outstanding efforts to provide grad-
uate medical education through formal
teaching, clinical mentoring, and serving as a
role model)

+ Greg Watkins, MD, radiology, Customer
Satisfaction Award (in recognition of a physi-

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

cian who consistently provides outstanding
service for patients and colleagues)

+ Thab Dorotta, MBChB, anesthesiology critical
care, Quality/Patient Safety Award (in recog-
nition of a physician who has improved
quality and safety of patient care provided at
LLUMC

+ Herb Ruckle, MD, urology/Transplant Insti-
tute, Leadership Award (in recognition of
outstanding leadership by a physician at Loma
Linda University)

+ Clare Sheridan-Matney, MBChB, pediatrics,
Professional Recognition Award (in recogni-
tion of a physician who has enhanced the
academic reputation of LLU through leader-
ship in national and international medical
organizations, academic publications, and

public service)

Physicians are nominated for these awards by
employees, with recipients selected by the exec-
utive leadership council of Loma Linda Univer-
sity Adventist Health Sciences Center.

Physical therapy students learn from
seeing governing board in action

By Heather Reifsnyder

he Physical Therapy Board of California
met at Loma Linda University on May 10.
Second-year students from the entry-level
doctor of physical therapy program attended to

learn how their future profession is governed.

“There is always a lot being added and changed
in any accredited profession, and it's important
to be aware of regulations and participate in
forming them so that we can enhance our
services for patients,” says student Oscar
Hernandez.

The board met for routine regulatory business
and reports, as well as a disciplinary hearing, A
physical therapist who had temporarily lost her
license asked to be reinstated eatly, but a deci-
sion is yet to be rendered.

Attendance was a class requirement for students
in the physical therapy administration class
taught by Larry Chinnock, EdD, MBA, asso-
ciate chair of the physical therapy department.

“Within part of that class, students learn about

the physical therapy practice act that is adminis-
tered by the Physical Therapy Board,” explains
Dr. Chinnock. “It is beneficial for them to see
the board that will issue their license after they
graduate and to see how disciplinary actions can

take place.”

The disciplinary part of the hearing did seem to
leave an impression on students, according to
evaluations they wrote after the meeting. They
noted the importance of professionalism in both
work and personal life, how difficult it is to win
back a revoked license, and the importance of
carefully documenting one’s practice.

Other students noted an increased under-
standing of how board members are chosen, as
well as their role and methods.

The physical therapy board met at Loma
Linda University at the invitation of James
Syms, DSc, assistant professor of physical
therapy and president of the California Phys-
ical Therapy Association.

The board is a government entity that regu-
lates the physical therapy professions to

Research details effects of pain

in premature babies ...

Continued from previous page
In the study, Dr. Angeles and colleagues
assessed the effects of pain caused to 38 hospi-
talized neonates when tape used to secure
catheters to their skin was removed.

The pain that resulted from the tape removal
was measured using an established assessment
tool called the premature infant pain profile.
Pain scores were higher in these infants than
those in the control group.

More importantly, oxidative stress was higher
in the test group, as indicated by the increased

presence of uric acid and malondialdehyde in
blood plasma. Only babies who already had
plastic catheters in their blood vessels were
tested so that no additional needle sticks were

necessary.

In addition to Dr. Angeles, other Loma Linda
University researchers contributing to the study
included Laurel Slater; Yayesh Asmerom, MS;
Danilo S. Boskovic, PhD; Khaled Bahjri, MD,
MPH; Megan S. Plank; Katherine R. Angeles;
Raylene Phillips, MD; Douglas Deming, MD;
Stephen Ashwal, MD; Kristen Hougland, MD;
and Elba Fayard, MD.

lhab Dorotta, MBChB

Herb Ruckle, MD

E——
Clare Sheridan-Matney, MBChB

ensure patient safety. The association brings
together the state’s physical therapists to
advocate for the support they need to best
serve patients. The ability for patients to
directly see a physical therapist without a
doctor’s referral, for example, is something
the association is fighting for.

“T learned the importance of advocating for the

physical therapy profession so that services the
public needs and deserves can be provided safely
and effectively,” says Mr. Hernandez. “T also
learned that I need to further educate myself on
the law-making process so that I can correctly
guide myself in educating our legislators to
continue the process others have worked so
hard to develop in achieving physical therapy

direct access.”

Members of the Physical Therapy Board of California discuss business during
their May meeting at Loma Linda University.
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LLU begins new program in Haiti to
improve rehab services for the disabled

By Heather Reifsnyder

he School of Allied Health Professions

just launched a program in Haiti to deal
with one of the country’s most glaring needs—
rehabilitation treatment for the disabled.
Sixteen Haitians are now studying for a certifi-
cate that will allow them to serve as rehabilita-
tion technicians. The program is one of the first
of its kind in the country.

After the students graduate in February 2013,
they will help their neighbors regain physical
functionality that was lost in the 2010 earth-
quake or through other circumstances.

New student Edgard Bommier is happy to
study in the program because “my people need
it.” He is from the destroyed town of Léogine,
the epicenter of the 7.0 earthquake in 2010,

where many people now live with amputations.

The certificate program is based at a sis