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Contributed report

Sea turtle populations are under severe
threat in all coastal waters of Honduras.

The problem has been that, up until recently,
little was being done to provide protection to
the five species of sea turtles that feed and
reproduce in these waters.

Honduras is especially rich in sea turtle diver-
sity, having five of the seven species of sea turtles
on the planet. This puts Honduras and the
coastal areas where sea turtles are found in the
enviable position of having a rich resource in
biodiversity and potential benefit to local
communities.

However, in the past, no real research and only
a few scattered, uncoordinated conservation
efforts have taken place in the country since
Archie Carr—a pioneer turtle researcher, and
one of the first people to make notes on sea
turtles in Honduras—walked these coasts in
the early 1960s.

But things are changing. In March 2006,
Stephen G. Dunbar, PhD, associate professor of
earth and biological sciences at Loma Linda
University, began a study of juvenile hawksbills
(also known as “Carey”) on the island of Roatán.
With assistance from the Reef House Resort
and work by LLU graduate student Melissa
Berube, the project has provided data to suggest
that the study site is in need of special protection
as an area of concern for juvenile hawksbills.

“These young turtles are spending many years
in the same area, and that means they need
special recognition and protection to keep them
and their habitats from being destroyed by
overdevelopment, overfishing, and poaching,”
Dr. Dunbar says.

In 2007, after recognizing the lack of data and
conservation efforts in Honduras, Dr. Dunbar
formed the Protective Turtle Ecology Center
for Training, Outreach, and Research
(ProTECTOR), a not-for-profit, non-govern-
ment organization specifically dedicated to
researching sea turtles in the waters of
Honduras, as well as promoting their conserva-
tion and restoration.

“The north coast of Honduras was historically

recognized as one of only seven major nesting
areas in the Caribbean for hawksbills and other
sea turtle species,” Dr. Dunbar continues.
“Now, we know almost nothing about what is
going on with their population numbers. What
we do know is that all sea turtle numbers
around Honduras are way down and contin-
uing to decline.”

Under the direction of Dr. Dunbar and his
country director, Lidia Salinas, ProTECTOR
is starting to make a difference.

“While we still have so little information, we’re
beginning to coordinate efforts around the
country,” Dr. Dunbar reports.

One of the biggest discoveries he’s made is
the recognition that he can’t help sea turtles
or the marine environment unless, as he says,
he’s also “helping the communities that rely
on the turtles and their eggs as sources of
income and food.”

To address this problem, ProTECTOR is
working through local organizations, such as
the Pequeño Proyecto Desarollo (PPD), to
solicit funds to help communities like El
Venado and Punta Ratón on the Gulf of
Fonseca, and Flowers Bay in Roatán, to develop
programs that will introduce more environ-
mental education (especially regarding sea
turtles), eco-tourism, craft development, and
micro-business.

Dr. Dunbar has a certain confidence when he
says, “People can make a better living from
keeping turtles alive than from selling the eggs
and killing the turtles for meat, and that’s the
only way everyone—the turtles, the communi-
ties, the conservationists—can all win.”

Still, this isn’t easy work because many aspects
of local community development need to be
based on scientific research.

“We’re working in Roatán, and have started
projects with the Bay Islands Conservation
Association (BICA) in Utila,” Dr. Dunbar
elaborates. “We’re also working on plans to
start projects with the Roatán Marine Park,
with Cayos Cochinos, and with the Founda-
tion for Cuero y Salado Wildlife Reserve
(FUCSA).”

Eventually, his team hopes to start projects in
communities along the entire north coast and
throughout all the Bay Islands.

“I’m also really looking forward to when we
can collaborate with the people working on
leatherback conservation in the Mosquitia,”
he affirms. “These are people undertaking
heroic efforts, and I’d like to contribute what
I can to help.”

The ProTECTOR team has been working on
the south coast of Honduras for the past four
years during the “veda” period of the egg
harvesting program that goes on there. The
team has worked with the community of Punta
Ratón since 2007.

“We’re thankful to the community of Punta
Ratón and the COPROTOGOLF for working
with us through the past years, and we look
forward to further collaboration with them in
the future,” Dr. Dunbar explains.

This year, ProTECTOR also launched a new
project with the community of El Venado, and
will continue working with this community in
the future.

“Right now, I’m most excited about launching
sea turtle satellite tags for the very first time in
Honduras,” Dr. Dunbar shares, with a smile.

He adds, “We have no idea where any of the
turtle species come from to nest in Honduras,
or where they go after mating and nesting, but
we’re about to find out with these satellite tags.”

The satellite transmitter Dr. Dunbar launched

on Thursday, September 23, was attached to an
olive ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea) turtle that
nested on the beach at Punta Ratón.

“We had hoped to launch another at El
Venado, but weather, time, and transportation
issues were all against us this time,” Dr. Dunbar
details. “We’ve named the turtle ‘Erica’ after the
secretary of the ‘Comite’ at Punta Ratón. Now
Erica will carry this transmitter on her shell for
as long as possible.

“Hopefully, we’ll be able to follow her for a year
or more, and see her come back to Punta Ratón
in the future,” Dr. Dunbar indicates.

The transmitter will send GPS information to
satellites orbiting the earth every few days,
allowing Dunbar and his team to keep an eye on
Erica wherever she roams.

An important objective of their efforts is to
understand the migration routes these turtles
follow, and to make efforts to protect them
through heavy fishing areas.

A second objective is to engage other countries
in whose waters the turtles may travel, creating
international treaties that protect the turtles in
both their home and nesting areas—which
may be hundreds or even thousands of kilome-
ters apart.

There is much yet to learn about these amazing
animals. With the work of Dr. Dunbar and his
ProTECTOR team, the research is off to a
good start. For more information about
ProTECTOR and its projects, go to
<www.turtleprotector.org>.

CONSERVATION RESEARCH

LLU professor conducts turtle
conservation research in Honduras

This hawksbill turtle, part of Dr. Dunbar’s research program, is released with its
radio transmitter and will provide valuable migration information.

Dr. Dunbar finishes the job of attaching the radio transmitter to Erica, a hawksbill
turtle. Erica will soon be released and tracked by the ProTECTOR team.

Loma Linda University graduate student Melissa Berube was one of the first
students to study sea turtles in Honduras. Her work has provided evidence for
the need to secure special protection of the study area for both hawksbills and
their marine habitats.
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care access in his home country. He worked
closely with an IAM surgeon from Canada, and
they would travel to remote communities in
high elevations to provide care.

The Canadian surgeon had introduced Dr.
Salam to Loma Linda, and in 2005, after Dr.
Salam had left IAM to work as a government
researcher for the Afghan Ministry of Public
Health, Dr. Salam crossed paths with Loma
Linda again.

At the time, Loma Linda had been visiting
Afghanistan since 2004 to determine specifics
about a new medical project for the country.
Eventually, Loma Linda decided to bolster the
services of WAKH and in turn provide a model
of Afghan medical care, and following discus-
sions with LLU president Richard Hart, MD,
DrPH, among other GHI representatives, Dr.
Salam in 2005 left the Ministry of Public
Health to become the first director of WAKH
during its affiliation with Loma Linda.

Loma Linda was originally invited by the
Afghan government to work in Afghanistan due
to Loma Linda’s extensive background in the
country. Loma Linda’s relations with
Afghanistan began in 1962, nearly 50 years ago,
with representatives such as Gordon Hadley,
MD, who oversaw projects at KMU. During
this time, Dr. Hadley established the pathology
department at KMU, and many of the health
policy makers in Afghanistan were once his
students.

Decades later, in 2005, Loma Linda began a new
capacity-building project in Afghanistan. This
type of project assists a society through
improving its performance ability in a given area.

Because the Afghan government does not have
the capacity to provide medical care for the
country, it relies on nongovernmental organiza-
tions (NGOs), whether Afghan or interna-

tional, to perform these services. Throughout
Afghanistan, there are more than 1,500 NGOs
that serve in this role.

Loma Linda University originally received a
grant from the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID), and two
months before Loma Linda’s project at
WAKH began, Dr. Salam, future director of
WAKH, was contacted by Loma Linda due to
his experience with the Ministry of Public
Health, his 10-year background with WAKH,
and his perspective as an Afghan citizen who
had served throughout his country while being
based in Kabul.

“Loma Linda had the necessary experience to
improve the health care system in Afghanistan,”
recalls Dr. Salam. “And there were a lot of chal-
lenges, especially with culture and religion. How
do you convince people to receive service from a
Christian-based organization when the country
is 99.9 percent Muslim?

“That’s not easy to ask of people,” continues Dr.
Salam, a devout Muslim, “especially with our
country’s history, including the Russian inva-
sion that made our people keep a distance from
foreigners. But because of Loma Linda’s back-
ground with different countries, Loma Linda
had a skill for respecting culture and engaging
local people just so these people can improve
themselves.”

Dr. Salam notes that according to the Afghan
constitution, free health care is provided for citi-
zens, yet this does not occur in Afghanistan, as
patients pay from their own pockets. On the
other hand, with Loma Linda’s USAID grant,
Loma Linda provided free services and about 90
percent of medications for patients at WAKH.

Loma Linda, moreover, enhanced the quality of
services provided. New high-quality and tech-
nologically advanced equipment was purchased
both in Afghanistan and abroad.

Dreaming of Afghanistan: the unique story of a
School of Public Health alumnus …

Also, employee performance improved as a
result of increased salary. The standard govern-
ment salary offered to health care employees
was not enough for employees to support them-
selves, so they would only work part-time at
WAKH. However, Loma Linda increased the
salary and developed a reliable and experienced
staff at WAKH.

Eventually, during Loma Linda’s project,
WAKH would serve 400,000 patients, more
than 10 percent of Kabul’s population.

After two years as director of WAKH, Dr.
Salam was invited in 2007 to study in the MPH
program at Loma Linda, and he retained his
position at WAKH being temporarily on leave
in the United States. Two years later, however,
Dr. Salam resigned from his position at
WAKH in September 2009 when he learned
that Loma Linda’s assignment and funding for
the hospital was completed. Even though
USAID provided additional funding for
WAKH, LLU decided not to continue to
manage the hospital because of the way funds
would be processed in the future.

In 2009, USAID, which had previously
provided grant funds to Loma Linda to provide
health care services, began giving these same
funds directly to the Afghan government
instead of Loma Linda.

This course of action made it very difficult for
Loma Linda to maintain its project with
WAKH. It was uncertain how long it would
take, if ever, for these funds to be allocated to
WAKH. The decision to leave WAKH after
nearly five years of work there was not easy for
LLU or Dr. Salam.

“I’m not pessimistic about my country’s system,”
states Dr. Salam. “But it isn’t easy to just get
funds back from the bureaucracy involved with
government systems. And with medicine, you
are dealing directly with patients, and if they
don’t receive medical services or medications on
time, it is much more difficult than the delay of
other types of services.”

Since the termination of Loma Linda’s project,
Dr. Salam, still residing in the United States,
continues to hear how things have changed for
the worse at WAKH.

The same amount of funds is donated by
USAID, yet as allocated by the Afghan govern-
ment, the quality of service at WAKH has
greatly diminished. Dr. Salam’s previous
colleagues regret informing him that they now
have to ask patients to find their medications in
the local market.

“I wish you had the opportunity to have visited
WAKH while Loma Linda was there,” Dr.
Salam says. “And then to be over there now,
and just see what we had and what we have
now—it’s totally different.”

Though Loma Linda’s contract to work in
Afghanistan is now completed, the hope
remains to return there one day.

Dr. Salam remains at Loma Linda, pursuing
GIS studies while working at the GHI. Ulti-
mately, he plans to return to his home country,
and hopes that Loma Linda will join him when
he returns.

“I greatly appreciate the work Loma Linda has
done for our hospital [WAKH] and for the
whole country,” shares Dr. Salam. “They have
an extensive background in the country, and
most importantly, they know the policy makers
and the officials in the Ministry of Public
Health. My goal is to return to Afghanistan,
and I’m here to ask Loma Linda to return as
well.”

Halfway across the globe from his family, Dr.
Salam communicates with them mainly
through phone. Still, he finds some solace in the
fact that he now has a second family.

“The great message is that at Loma Linda, I feel
like I’m home,” confides Dr. Salam. “It’s not
easy with my kids being back in Afghanistan,
but with the way people have treated me here at
Loma Linda, this is a new family for me.”

Continued from page 8

By Jim Pinder

Anew professor has joined the faculty in the
School of Pharmacy. Jeany Kim Jun,

PharmD, MPH, started on July 16, 2010, and
will be a member of the pharmacotherapy and
outcomes science department.

Dr. Jun received her bachelor of arts degree in
Russian studies from the University of Cali-

SCHOOL OF PHARMACY

Professor joins LLU School of Pharmacy
fornia, Los Angeles, in 1995 and her master of
public health degree in international health and
health administration from Loma Linda
University School of Public Health in 1997.
She received her doctor of pharmacy degree
from the University of California, San Francisco
(UCSF), School of Pharmacy in 2001. She
went on to complete a residency in primary care
pharmacy practice at the University of Southern
California in 2002.

Dr. Jun joined Western University of Health
Sciences College of Pharmacy in 2002 as an
assistant professor of pharmacy practice and
practiced at the Western University Medical
Center in the primary care clinic as the clinical
pharmacist for eight years.

During her time there, her main focus was on
teaching diabetes and asthma management to
the pharmacy students, and she held diabetes
classes at the medical clinic in Spanish and
English for the patients. She was recognized by
the students as Preceptor of the Year in 2010.

Since joining Loma Linda University, Dr.
Jun and her entire family moved to the
Kingdom of Cambodia in August 2010 to

participate in mission work. Her family is
part of a team of missionaries from Mission
to the World (MTW) in Cambodia whose
main priorities are church planting, disciple-
ship, and mercy ministry.

Her husband, Alexander Jun, PhD, is professor
of higher education at Azusa Pacific University
and is doing research on Cambodian education.

Dr. Jeany Kim Jun is working at CSI/Mercy
Medical Clinic as a pharmacist and participates
in teaching national health care professional
students. Furthermore, the medical team holds
mobile medical clinics in the rural provinces of

Cambodia every month and works together
with week-long short-term medical teams that
come from the United States to provide medical
care in the provinces. She is currently focusing
her attention on learning the Khmer language
and hopes to do research on the emerging
problem of diabetes education and management
for the people of Cambodia.

She currently resides in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia, with her husband and three children,
Natalia, age 9; Isaiah, age 6; and Jeremiah, age 4.
She enjoys playing the piano and loves to play
golf. She will be back in the United States for
three weeks to teach her course in January 2011.

Jeany Kim Jun, PharmD, MPH

Contributed report

The Community Kids Connection music
program (CKC-Music) needs mentors,

volunteers, and matching funds for equipment
and supplies.

Founded by Kathryn Knecht, PhD, associate
professor in the Loma Linda University School

Community Kids Connection seeks
mentors, volunteers, and matching funds

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

of Pharmacy, CKC–Music has been a successful
part of the LLU student-led Healthy Neighbor-
hoods Projects for the last three years, teaching
young musicians between the ages of 3 and 17 to
play violin, viola, cello, and piano.

CKC–Music recently offered two community
performances in one week, and is looking to

Continued next page
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arrived at the event, and “in whatever way you
feel comfortable, hold it in your hand, hold it
close to your heart, and say a prayer that it may
be a blessing. Say a prayer, a wish for recovery,
for health, for a child being able to leave the
hospital and go home. And then when you’re
ready, take that stone and place it in the red
rocks around the playhouse. That way, your
prayers and your wishes and your blessings will
stay here forever and surround the children.”

Before his dedicatory prayer, Gerald R.
Winslow, PhD, vice president for mission and
culture, said that when children come to the
hospital, the playhouse “will be a sign that we
love them, that we have hope for them, and that
we want them to get the most out of the time
they’re here.” In his prayer, he thanked the
Creator for the generosity behind the gift of
Imagination Manor.

“Thank You for HomeAid and all the people
who made this possible,” Dr. Winslow prayed.

Clintiana Mitchell (left) and Amber Keith found the spacious interior of Imagina-
tion Manor very much to their liking at the conclusion of the October 4, 2010,
ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 5,800-pound playhouse. Imagination Manor
was donated by Steve and Denise Hertel in the hope that it would be a place
where hospitalized children could forget their worries and just have fun. From
the looks of these two smiles, it appears the wish is coming true.

“Thank You especially for Steve and Denise
who had this idea, and pursued it.” He
concluded by asking that the playhouse be a
blessing to the children and a reminder to the
rest of us to find a way to help.

Following the prayer, everyone was dismissed
to enter the playhouse. Adults were heard
“oohing and aahing” about how beautiful and
elegant it is, but the children at the event were
hardly heard from at all. They were much too
busy inside Imagination Manor, climbing up
to the loft, relaxing in the spacious living
room, making sure dolls were sitting up
straight, and trying on flowery hats. In the
timeless way of children everywhere, it took
no more than a heartbeat for them to move
right in and start playing house.

As the afternoon came to an end, a trail of
engraved stones flanked the outskirts of Imagi-
nation Manor, bearing the prayers and good
wishes of attendees at the remarkable structure’s
inauguration.

Rain fails to dampen spirits at Imagination
Manor grand opening …

Continued from page 8

schedule several additional recitals in the future.
According to Dr. Knecht, CKC–Music plays
an important role for increasing children’s
interest in music in a very underserved area of
San Bernardino.

Recently, the Children’s Fund of San
Bernardino awarded the CKC–Music program
a $3,000 grant to match any funds raised specif-
ically for equipment and supplies.

The CKC–Music program is a collaborative
effort between music students at La Sierra
University, LLU students, and community
volunteers. “Some of the children learn music in
school, but can’t afford private lessons, and
many do not even have access to music at all,”
states Dr. Knecht. The program is designed to
benefit both children and their student mentors.
Teaching in the community, especially with
children, gives mentors valuable experience in
developing necessary social skills for working
with people. Good people skills are a powerful
asset for students contemplating medical and
health careers.

Currently, CKC–Music is seeking more piano
and stringed instrument mentors, whether
students or faculty at LLU. “Whether or not
mentors realize that it’s good for them, I think
it’s really important that they learn to see indi-
viduals in a community as real people,” says Dr.
Knecht. “It’s vital that they see their circum-
stances and understand who they are, and not
just look at them as patients who need their

blood pressure taken. Plus, volunteering at
CKC–Music is a lot of fun!”

Individuals wishing to volunteer with
CKC–Music are encouraged to contact the
offices of Community Action Partners in Service
(CAPS) for more information at (909) 651-
5011. CKC–Music holds weekly practice
sessions at the SACHS–Norton Clinic every
Wednesday beginning at 4:30 p.m. Those
wishing to donate funds are encouraged to
contact CAPS or Dr. Knecht at (909) 558-7523.

Continued from previous page

One of the students in the Community
Kids Connection music program
founded by Kathryn Knecht, PhD, an
associate professor in the Loma Linda
University School of Pharmacy, tries
his hand at the keyboard of an elec-
tronic piano.

Major shift takes place in School of Dentistry
orientation programs …

the clinic, students alternated in the role of
patient and dentist. Heidi Christenson,
DDS, associate professor, oral diagnosis,
radiology, and pathology, and Brian Novy,
DDS, assistant professor, oral diagnosis, radi-
ology, and pathology, provided students with
hands-on experience to avoid a first-quarter
experience of simply sitting down in a class-
room and studying.

Initial instructions used kitchen vocabulary:
“You need a mixing bowl, spatula, and zip lock
bag.” Donning gloves per the warning, “With
glue on your hand, everything will stick to your
hand the rest of the day,” the students were
about to take impressions on each other and
pour them up.

Another warning from Dr. Novy, “If you're
retaking impressions, stop at three and move to
another partner. I'm not available to care for
occlusal pain.”

Novice dentists were soon emerging with
their first impression efforts—as well as
lopsided moustaches, goatees, and ear-nose-
cheek-hair smudges and smears from excess
dental materials.

Students with initial successful impressions
turned to the task of making whitening trays.

At the end of three weeks, students were
thinking “dental thoughts.” Their revised first
quarter, freed up because of the initial biochem-
istry course, permitted a shift of a course previ-
ously taught second quarter.

The clock was ticking, and the path to their
chosen profession beckoned.

Continued from page 3
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CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

By Nathan Lang

Abdullah Salam is a dedicated man. Having
graduated with a master’s in public health

(MPH) from Loma Linda University School of
Public Health (SPH) in 2010, he hasn’t seen
his family for two years.

Currently, he serves as geoinformatics systems
(GIS) coordinator for the LLU Global Health
Institute (GHI). Dr. Salam is also an ortho-
pedic surgeon, but hasn’t practiced since his
arrival in the United States.

By James Ponder

Cold rain failed to dampen the spirits of
approximately 100 friends of Loma Linda

University Children’s Hospital (LLUCH) who
celebrated the grand opening of Imagination
Manor—the gigantic playhouse recently
donated to the hospital by Steve and Denise
Hertel—on Monday, October 4, 2010.

In his welcome, Zareh Sarrafian, MBA, senior
vice president and administrator of LLUCH,
recalled how he first met the Hertels.

“I was attending a fundraising event four years
ago where a number of these miniature homes
were being auctioned off,” he remembers.
“This unit came up, it was auctioned off, there
was a pause, and then a comment from a
gentleman in the audience who said, ‘I would
like to donate this unit to Loma Linda Univer-
sity Children’s Hospital.’ ”

Mr. Sarrafian says Imagination Manor will be a
place of hope for hospitalized children. “This
will be a place where they can come and play
and dream, and know that hopefully one day
soon they’ll be back home.”

It took a small army of volunteers to bring the
playhouse to Children’s Hospital. Mr. Sarrafian
specifically thanked John Adams, former presi-
dent of HomeAid, an organization of housing
developers that builds homes for the homeless
of the community, and also expressed apprecia-

Rain fails to dampen spirits at
Imagination Manor grand opening

tion to the following vendors for donating their
time, energy, and resources to the task of
installing the playhouse at the south entrance to
LLUCH:

• ABS Consulting
• Brennan Electric
• Climatec
• Consolidated Electrical Distributors, Inc.

of San Bernardino
• Gateway Concrete
• GKK Works
• Loma Linda University Medical Center

Construction Management
• Loma Linda University Landscaping
• Loma Linda University Medical

Center Warehouse
• Mike McHenry
• MTI
• Noble Construction
• Robertson’s Ready Mix
• Serfass & Company
• Simplex Grinnell
• Sparling
• United Site Services
• Watermarke Properties

Scott Larson, a representative of HomeAid
Inland Empire, followed Mr. Sarrafian’s
comments by noting that his organization is
excited that the playhouse the Hertels purchased
will be accessible to so many children.

“Most of the time,” he said, “these playhouses
end up in someone’s backyard, but not for the

public use of providing hope for the children
like this one here.”

When it was his turn to speak, Steve Hertel
attributed the success of the entire project—
from dream through completion—to divine
intervention. He recalled a comment he made
to Denise at the HomeAid auction where they
met Zareh Sarrafian four years ago.

“I turned to Denise and said, ‘What would you
think if we bought a playhouse and donated it
to Children’s Hospital?’ She nodded, she
smiled, and I knew we were on. The two of us
were like kids in a candy store going through all
the houses.”

Unfortunately, the Hertels lost the bid on
each playhouse they selected. “I said, ‘Oh well,
we tried,’” Mr. Hertel remembers. “Denise
says, ‘Maybe next year.’ ” And here’s the divine

intervention: they go to the opportunity
drawing, draw the ticket for this playhouse,
and the man who won it is one of the
members of the BIA (Building Industry Asso-
ciation) and the members start hounding him
to give the playhouse back to HomeAid to
auction off. “Four and a half minutes later,
Denise and I are the proud owners of Imagi-
nation Manor,” he adds.

“The auctioneer comes down and says, ‘I’m so
glad you got that!’ And I’m thinking, ‘Wow,
that woman only paused for a hundredth of a
second thinking about her bid, and he sold us
that playhouse!’ I think Someone had a hand in
that. The Lord knew this was important.”

When it came her turn to speak, Denise Hertel
invited members of the audience to take the
engraved stone they had been given when they

Four years after deciding to donate a mammoth playhouse for the children of
Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital, Steve and Denise Hertel finally got to
see their dream come true when Imagination Manor was officially opened on
Monday, October 4, 2010. Despite a steady downpour during the dedication
ceremonies, the rain let up just in time for the ribbon cutting. Steve Hertel is
executive director of parking and transportation for Loma Linda University.
Denise Hertel is a member of the board of Big Hearts for Little Hearts Loma
Linda Guild and other charitable organizations.

INTERNATIONAL ALUMNUS

Dreaming of Afghanistan: the unique
story of a School of Public Health alumnus

Abdullah Salam has not been able to see his family in two years. He hopes to
return to Afghanistan in the near future.

In his home country of Afghanistan, Dr. Salam
first came in contact with Loma Linda while
working for another Christian organization,
International Assistance Mission (IAM). By
then, he had studied at the leading medical
school in his country, Kabul Medical University
(KMU), and completed his residency at one of
the country’s major hospitals, Wazir Akbar
Khan Hospital (WAKH) in Kabul.

Following his residency, Dr. Salam joined the
IAM team. With them, he helped spread health
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