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CHAPTER I =
L INTRODUCTION -

The 1mportance of the family has been a recurrent theme in_

‘h,varlous wrltlngs for centurles The anc1ent books of w1sdom of the

'3.\#'Ch1nese, Hebrews, and Indlans recognlzed the 31gn1f1cance of the famlly

» in the soc1a1 structure. Utoplas from Plato to Sklnner 1ncluded sug-.
: gestlons of change 1n the famlly structure

Many soc1ologists (Comte, LePlay, Goode, etc ) cons1der the

m"famlly to be the- ba31c unlt of soc1ety Goode (1959 180) refers to: the

7‘~fam11y as the prime 1nstrumenta1 agent of the soc1ety. It is in the
.'rtfamily, accordlng to Comte, that‘one gets h1s "flrst notlon of the

‘contlnurty of past generatlons, and laLer notlons of the solldarlty of
"52'11v1ng generations" (Farber, 1964 17) 4 The famlly provides the environ-

+ ment for the 1n1t1al soc1allzat10n of the chlld-—the chlld adopting the

i»values, bellefs, and World view of the partlcular culture. /It is the -

medlator of soclal values" (Coser 1964 x1v) ~ The family prov1des the

‘:chlld-w1th,hls first reference"group‘
: Coser (1964 x1v) deflnes the famlly as a groub manifestlng the
4follow1ng organizatlonal attrlbutes f
| ’.1,d_It has its orlgins in marrisge.g'
T2, It consists of a husband wife, and children born in thelr
. l(husband—w1fe) wedlock, thouOh other relatives may find

“thelr :place close to this nuclear group.‘.-*

3, It is. united by noral 1ega1 economic, rellgious, and
social r1ghts and obllgations (1ncluding sexual rights

IR N



: ‘Mand prohibitions as well as socially patterned feellngs
*'ﬂ}‘such as love, attraction, plety, and awe) :

Although characteristics of family are as. d1verse .as the culture
'jiiln whlch 1t is found two features stand out universally (1) the -
o family serves as an agent of social placement for the new memberS'offn

bifsociety, and (2) by acting as an agent of control of marital relatlons,

- gllnwpegulabe=;soci 1¢*111ances between famlly unlts and helps to place o

ARy 1nd1v1duals into a patterned network of interweav1ng soc1a1 relatlon—“

'f«j”ships.a The first feature is. the Principle of Legltimacy, the second is
‘:the Prlnciple of Reciprocity (Coser, 1964.X1v)

Goode (1959 188 189) c1tes f1ve classical unlversal functions

' iof the famlly. They are fertlllty, status placement blologlcal

”'fimaintenance, soc1alizat10n, and sexual controls.v These functlons are.

Nfiffgenerally orlented towerd produc1ng an ind1v1dual and Peeplng him 1n :-i%j“'

o ' Sy
e actlon. These functions may also be viewed as soc1eta1 That is, -

'?ithrough them; a portlon of soc1ety s work 1s accompllshed J
o ;} Functlonalists focused thelrbattentlon on the study of famllles 3
toward the. organlzatlon‘of-roles 1n family 1ife.‘ The famlly allocates
. L roles‘to its varlous members S0 that both 1ts outs1de and 1ns1de .
'hjirespon31bil;t1es arekmet; -The,outside activ1t1es largely.determine howf-:‘ii
fthe famlly w111 survive in the community The 1n31de act1v1t1es are ;;
byﬂpconcerned w1th "integrating the oroup behav1our that arises out of the«ﬁb;a
'.iexternal system and reacts upon it" Gﬁartinson, 1970 112)
;' Moth rhood is a universally accented cultufal and biological
Sy Ty

E»ﬁact{7 1t is found in all cultures.) After conceptlon, the prospe tive

%hmother observes certain taboos and ceremonies. She weals certain )




o types of clothing, she.doesbnot.engage in certaJn activitles, peoplefg&;
bfﬂfrelate to her in certain ways, etc.: All of these ceremonial moral
Vifand legal rules are to insure the welfare.of the offspring : Individual*v
‘ties between the prospective mother and offspring are being established R

L Maternity is thus determined in antlcipation by a whole
'*;,cultural apparatus of rules ‘and prescrlptlons, it is established - L
by society as a moral fact, and, in all this, the tie of kinship Sp
. between: mether -and- child. is:. deflned by: tradition long:before blrth
‘“ﬂvand defined as, an 1nd1v1dual bond Gﬂalinowskl, 1964 ll)

e

“,g-%otherhood is never allowed to remain a mere biological fact. Social

L

vand cultural influences always endorse and empha51ze the origlnal | |

ind1v1duallty of the blologlcal fact (Mallnowski 1964 12) ;-77ﬁf’k' ;

The function of bearing and g1v1ng early care to children,f

-‘accordlng to Martinson (1970 113), establlshes ‘a strong presumptive

/,:primacy for the mother as. 1ntegrat1ve-emotional leader 'in the famlly

4 She becomes ‘the focus of gratlflcatlon, as the source of securlty and
“comfort for the,entire family. For the American,mlddleeclass child,

'thevmother is the focus of embtional‘support (Zelditch,’1964:327).53The o

. mother performs‘the,majority‘of‘the expressive functions (Slater, 1964+

;,352); : : e i:. ”T.i_i .iit:f.‘\b?_ﬁ

= lt was established that motherhood is a’ un1versal fact——both
abiological and cultural Bronlslaw*Malinowskl, in 1930 then‘ralsed

the question, "What is the role of the father in klnship analy51s7"
:The mother—chlld unlt, self- suff1c1ent as it might conceivably be, both
‘heconomically and emotionally,b is always 1ncomplete soc1ologicallV.

‘This is true of every society, whether patrilineal or matrilineal ."The

‘vdistinctly social nature of the family is characteiized by the universal'



.«insistencé oﬁ fathﬁrhoOd" (CGSef; 196@3%v,'xvi)'
Mallnowskl (1964 13) belleves there to be one fundamental
» 1mportant condltlon that deflnes conceptlon‘as a éoc1olog1ca11y legi~
tlmate»fact.‘ | |
The most important moral and” legal rule concerning the
- physiological side of kinship is that no child should be
brought into the world without a man—one man at that——
assuming~the role:of sociological-father, that is, guar-—
dian, protector, the male llnk between the chlld and the
rest of . the community. :
_This is the Principle of Legitimacy. )
- Despite all the variations of a;titudes,aﬁd Vélues regarding
virginity, premarital seg,’the relationship of’tﬁe child to the parénts
as assef’or bufdeﬁ,'etcé; the rule still exists that the father is
indisﬁehsablevfor the fullbsoéiological status of the child‘as well as.
of its‘mbthef,‘that thevgroup consiétipg Qf a woman aﬁa her offspring
is sociologically incomplete and illegitimate. Thé father is neceésary
for the full 1egal-status of the family (Malinowski,.l964114). |
The father gives the child a social identitj'and placés the
:child in a specific pattern of social relationships. {The'father per- |
forms the majority of the instrumental functiéns of the’family; Accord-
ing to Zelditch, (1964:327), the American male "by definition must 'pro-—
vide' for his family. He ;s respoﬁsiﬁle’for the s@pport"of ﬁis wife and
children." The primafy areé of his perfdrménce,‘his occupational status—
role; is‘pé supply "income," to be the fbréadwinner" of,thé‘family.‘ The-
husbénd~father is responsible for the family;s stanaard of living, and

sets the pace in upward mobility. 'He is the family's representative in

" the community. American norms continue to affirm. this notion (Martinscn,
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1970 113 116)

AN

The traditional Western family is the nuclear family——husband—a o

/“i:f; father, wife-mother, and chlld or children (sons and/or daughters) »f:"”"“

Slnce the famlly 1s usually regarded as "broken when elther the husband—;fx

"jh ’father or wife~mother is absent they are considered to he cruc1al mem-l;f
bers of the famlly. A dellberate act that e11m1nates a cruc1a1 member

of the family is not supportive of the present 1nstitution of the family.d ”

Illegltimacy ellmlnates the father._ Therefore, 1lleg1t1macy is a threat ,-:

’ to the family system.t A soc1ological father whose role it is to prov1defly

legitlmacy to the famlly, is absent.lf}";d‘f;?hiﬁh ;{rf; s ' r'f%hV\

1n order to understand the nature and importance of the Pr1nc1ple

{}h of Legltlmacy, 1t 1s necessary Lolunderstand two aspects of procreation

whlch are 11nked together blologlcally and culLurally—-sex and parent—ff‘
hood ‘qexual 1ntercourse at lees leads to conception.- Conceptlon vj'i
?:iihfh‘ always means pregnancy4 and pregnancy may 1ead to Chlldblrth : Inter;L:;?ﬂ‘.
o course does not always lead to conceptlon, and pregnancy nay be 1nter;gtf3

rupted by abortlon, thus not allow1ng ch11db1rth =

: : The moral customary, and legal rules of most human
_comnunitiés step in, taklno advantage of the: two weak 11nks
in the chain, and’ din a most remarkable manner, disassoc1ate

fijthe two sides of procreatlon, that is sex and parenthood
. GMallnowskl, 1964.14) ' ‘

Freedom of 1ntercourse, though not universally,_is yet generally

prevalent in human soc1eties., Freedom of conception, outside of marrlage,; g

is, however 'never allowed or at least in extremely few communitles and
under very exceptlonal circumstances._ Liberty of parenthood is not -

identioal w1th liberty of seyual intercourse. Malinowski con31ders ;:;‘

. ‘3 \\v'

4,¢marriage assa:contract{legitimizing offspring, It Lannot be defined as

W

s




bl'the licensing of sexual 1ntercou1ee, but "rather tne licensing of parent~
 hood" G%allnowski 1964 14 15)
| " Most of history has treated 111eg1t1macy as a morai and legal
, hﬂproblem, Pr;or to the 1920'3, illegitlmacy-was ‘caused by mental defi~
' oienoy,:bad’companions, and immorality. ‘bnly in‘the present century:,'
has rhere‘been.an attempt to go beyond‘a‘moralistic stance‘ and seek
'!in31ghts into a major growing social problem (Roberts, 1966: 3).
| Theorles attrlbuted illegitlmacy to moral and inborn sources. of
behaviour. During  the l930's, the 1nterest'centered around ' ecologrcal"
or'environmental_sources of behaviour.‘ Enpha31s was‘on broken homes,
Evbonertj,,and‘"disorganiaeq‘neighnorhoodsff' Durlng the late l930's and

- early 1940's, "culture" was the caﬁse'and’cure of lllegltlmacy. Illegi-

_ timacy was explained as an "accepted way of life" among some subcultures.

Thezekplanation wasvderiveavprimarily from~deeoripti0né'of_Negro unweo

' ;mothersoin the;SOnrh.l In the late 1940's and early 1§50's,‘the move
,fWas fromothe.anthropoiogical explanarions tojtne'psychologioal and.
osjchiatrio theoriee of'behaviour. These'theoriesbemphasized emotionall‘
- disturbances as a cause ofuillegitimacy.v By the middle and late 1950's,o

. _ : . ¢
- the interest had returned to sociological explanations. The cause was

- the sickness and saneness of the "society as patient.ﬁ‘ Interest focused -

.\.

~.on vwhite collar crime, organization men, lonely crowds, and delinquent

- youth among the middle-class. (Vincent, 1961:19, 20).
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T :METH‘ODOLOGYV E

Illeg1t1macy is contlnulng to rise.: In 1940 1n the Un1ted

- States, there were 7 illegltlmate blrths per 1 000 unmarrled women

\,

:,pﬁ between the ages of 15-44 , In 1959 the flgure rose to 22 1lleg1t1mate
births per l 000 unmarrled women between the ages of 15—44 (Farber, 1964' 2

‘ 116) (Although thls rlse in 1lleg1t1macy rate may represent an 1ncreas—vrfz

J 1ngly'more effic1ent reportlng system, 1t 1s unl1kely that all of the

v*gf-increase”canathuS.be explained It 1s d1fficu1t to determlne ‘the exact

 rate of illegitimacygsince not all’states requlrerreglstratlon‘of infor—if

B

f,matiOn on the‘birth.eertificate. Also, some states cons1der a blrth S

hlflllegltlmate 1f the mother is not- currently marrled at the t1me of the
S chlld's blrth Others con31der b1rths illegitimate 1f conceptlon oc—11

'curred outs1de of marrlage )

Accordlng to the Unlted States Depaerent of Health Educatlon,s»' '

i and Welfare s Vltal Statlstlcs (1968), there were 7 l 11ve 111eg1t1mate,j

Avblrths per 1 000 unmarrled women between the ages of 15-44 1n 1940 ‘as.

J;. S

’f‘;compared to 19 8 live illegltlmate births in. 1968 (Health,.Educatlon, and"i ’

' 1Welfare, 1968 I 2) _ In 1964, 1t Was reported that pregnancy represented

'r':the number one. cause of female school dropouts (Osofsky, 1968 4) In'v"

4'_many schools,_espec1ally in those areas where unemployment 1s hlgh and fxb

- rincome low, "birthlng" (sic) bables 1s the new status symbol (Cottman,



' N Ihe rate of 111eg1t1macy in Callfornla exceeds the natlonal

b‘fiaverages end lt 1s contlnulng to rlse.a In 1966 ln the state of Call—f:‘

i“f.fornla, there were 26 5 1llegitxmate blrths per l 000 unmarrled women -
.Urnifbetween the ages of 15 44 In 1966 9. 3/ [ all blrths ln Callfornla
.ﬁkfp‘were lllegltlmate as compared to 7 7/ 1n the Unlted States (Berkov, ]968‘efjﬂ

;\:f.477) By 1970, there were an estlmated 46 600 1lleg1t1mate births in:

b'Californla.h Thls ‘was an 1ncrease of 1007 from 1966 The percentage rn

: . the same five year perlod rose from 9 3% to nearly 13/ (Assembly Sclence"

iftan& Technology Adv1sory Counc1l 1971 34)
o Currently, in Callfornla, 40/ of all 1lleglt1mate blrths are: to

i;teen—age mothers. and the number of unmarrled females requ1ring publlc. \

‘““Q:a351stance 1s-substant1al : In 1967 nearly 70 000 (20 5/) chlldren
",f5were dellvered at Callfornla publlc expense.v Many of these chlldren are

‘,_ later supported through publlc aSSLStance programs (Assemb]y Sc1ence and "

- :Technology Adv1sory Counc11 1971 34)

e

5 oprrous OPEN TO THE. — S

g The 31ngle, pregnant glrl is faced w1th four optlons » She may
“eltber-marry the father (or some wllllng man), abort the baby, give: the |
'»baby up’ for adoptlon, or keep the baby as a s1ngle parent

-Marrlage . In Callfornla >lf elther or both of. the partles are’

"under 18 years of age, the coup]e must have the consent of thelr parents.‘
‘:‘ '(If only one party lS under age 18, that party needs parental approval )

wf’-Thﬁ.couple also must flle for a request for. marrlage and w111 be requlred-

'r;to see‘a maxrlage.counselox. If the‘ arents glve thelr consent, and’ the



i f counselor approves of the marriage of the minor(s),‘then the couple will fhi'h

‘“_’Qbe allowed-to marry._ If the mlnor couple cannot acquire parental and/or EQIEVflb

:counselor consent they will not be allowed to marry in Callfornla untilb
“ both partles are 18 years of age (Mazat 1972)

Abortion Abortions are 1ega1]y avallable in Californla, al—. R

Li: though not universally accessible because of hlgh costs and 1ack of

‘l_‘avellablevfecilitles. Thls 1sgespecially true for;the‘poor and those~inf'"'
‘fural areas.f
' The abortlon costs in Callfornla are unnecessarlly ‘high.". Thev‘

"cost of a therapeutlc abortlon in a Callfornla hospltal ranges from: $350-.f3

';.i$750, dependlng on- the term of pregnancy and partlcular hOSpltal Thé~«"“"

'-»same'procedure is’performed‘ln NerYoxk Clty, Weshlngton, D,’C., and
ssxﬁashihgton Stete'at iicensed‘outpatientyclinicsvwith‘emergenCy-facilié -
",tieslfor esklow‘as_SSO._ | S

| “"The:reasons'for the higher costlih7éalifornietiSithatPabortions
:caﬁ‘only belberforheo at accredited”hospitels. Such’hosbitels’may imoose
:spezia1~reouirements such as psyChiatric eiahinations}(Assembly SciehCe h
. and Technology Adv1sory Counc11 1971 :32, 33)

L Aﬂoptlon. An illegitlmate child cannot be adopted w1thout the ﬂ"/
'consent:of its mother, if the mother is llvlog. A 31ngle'mother under_j\‘
'v‘age'hes.the.right\to sign é consentoor reiinquishmentctor the adoptioh(
.}1of her:child, However,‘a mother cannot sign a relinthshment for the.

- adoptlon of her chlld untll after >he has’"left the hospltal and recov~/

“ered from the blrth ekperience. The‘mother651gns‘the relinqu;shment*in;;i'

the presence of two wltnesses,s Until the”adoptiOn 1s recorded in




.ﬂflSacranento, the‘mother may take her baby back.h‘Honeyer;’once thetff
:dadoptlon is filed in Sacramento s office, 1t becomes offlcial and the ;fv
,girl no longer has any maternity rights (Adoptions and Foster Care

'.,-'Bureau, 1970:3, 93 Mazat, 1972) | |

Slngle Motherhood' If the glrl chooses to keep her baby and e

'v;fd remaln 51ngle, she has that rlght legally. If she is not able to sup—xﬂ

o port herself and ‘her baby, she may. receive welfare (Ald for Families '

: with Dependent Chlldren——AFDC) 1f she can prove her need, She must

‘;'kvfirst present her case to the Dlstcht Attorney, and name the father =

'f,(;f she knows who he is) and glve hls address (1f she knows 1t) The

\»'hstate w:ll try to urge the father to help support the dependent famlly

ligv if he is capable GMazat 1972)

The putatlve father has v1rtua11y no rlghts hls“consent is
not’ needed for abortlon or adoptlon,band he has no access to his baby \
}h(unless the mother allows it.- His name does not have to be registered
‘,don the blrth certlflcate'if the mother so chooses. She has,the right

t'to bestow any name upon the baby.“ WM

Although the mother has the 1egal right to keep her baby if she', o

' chooses, socially, that rlght has not yet been granted fully, partlcular—j, e

j'ly in the past. Th]s is observed by the fact that the 1lleg1t1mate childp.

has been called "bastard " the mother a whore,' and a stlgma is atLached )

Al

LR to 1llegit1macy. The girl was (and frequently stlll is) often made to.

bzfeel guilty;‘ However, with the increase.or 1lleg1t1macy.andv31nglc
'motherhood how is thls phenomenon affectlng the prescrlbed norm of

legitimacy° Though,lt-is not yetnnormativey recently‘it has become more

)



"fb acceptable for a girl to keep her chlld

" the Pr1nc1p1e of Legitimacy.

v increasing.

ithe;r.bables (Davis, 1971:124).

. rooms last year, over 90/ kept thelr babies (Cottman, 1971 9)

The glrl often stays at home

rather than being sent to a maternlty home or relatives in ‘some distant

. icity; School systems are prov1ding continued education for the g1r1

either withln the school or through extension schools.“ The g1r1\

usually maintains most of her former frlends. She frequently dates'

d, after the blrth of her ch11d and may marry, though not the father of

herrhaby.“ Some prefe1 not to enlarge the family to 1nc1ude a father.
- PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
‘Although‘freedom ofhpremarital intercourse’is preyalent in

society;'freedom of unwed conceptionhis still violatingzthe norm of the

bfPrinciple'of Legitimacy. The mother/child dyad lacks the guardian,

protector, and male 1ink between the child and soc1ety, as demanded by‘

Yet, the number_of:singlevmothers is
According to Dr; B. J. Subenthal, state president of the

Chlldren s Home Soc:ety (the nation's largest nonprofit, private adop~

S tion’ agency),'"Four out of f1ve Callfornla mothers in 1970 had dec1ded"
Ato raise [sic]_their babies as singlefparents" (Cottman, l97l:lZ),

. . . . PR . . ‘\‘
- Social service agencies are beginning to report that more than half of

the unmarried mothers who come to ‘them for help. dec1ded not to give up

Of the 1700 pregnant girls that par-

"ticipated in the Widney High School tele~teaoh‘or health center class-

’ Vincent"

proposed (1961) that indiv1duals and groups who ho]d a perm1s91ve norm

_ in reference to non—marital sexual intercourse negative norms:, toward

no



babies,

12
111egitimacy, and norms which oppose birth control adoptlon, and -

abortion will be those who become unmarr:ed mothers and keep their chll—

~ dren,

" The purpose of this study is to explore Varlous factors which
1nf1uence the pregnant hlgh school glrl who has: conceived out of wed—‘

lock,ito keep,her‘baby and.rear 1t, rather than;adopting the baby out;

~or aborting‘itéeespecially since the recently relaxed“abortion laws.
Some of the glrls f1nd a solutlon in marrlage (espec1ally if marrlage

was the reason for conceptlon) e1ther after conceptlon, or -soon after

dellvery; some do‘not There are various questions to be considered.

Is there an element of gullt in the glrl's react1on by keeplng the

baby? Is she keeplng the baby as her response to her m1stake"° Byv"

_ keeping the baby, is she paylng her penance to soc1ety and to herself?

erhat is her reaction to the baby’ Is she respondlng to the baby out of

her own needs, or the baby s? Does the baby become a. possession, an

‘object, a doll? ,What does the s1nglefmother see as the future for her-

self and child?
~ SCOBE .OF THE STUDY

The populatlon of this study is those hlgh school glrls who

have concelved out of wedlock and plan to Peep, or have kept their

The sample is fifteen girls who are attendlng or who' have

attended the pregnantaminor program,‘called hsperanza; Esperanza is an
off—campus’extension of the Rubidouvaigh School progran. At»thidoux

,1'High School, over fifty per cent of the 2200 <*tud‘v(-:nts-en'roll‘ed are

clas Jfled as dlsadvantaged by the Vocat1onal Educatlonal Act ou:delines
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.Rubidouk High School,ié éart of the Juruéa>Uﬁified School District,
According fo the figures releﬁsed.by'the Riverside.Couﬁty Welfare Depart—b |
mént, over 2000 students are receiving aid from Aid forlFamilies with
, Dependéné Children, and over 3300 students receive free or reduced brice
vlﬁnches. The areé’isvconsidered a target area by botﬁ'the Departmentléf

- Human Resources and ESEA, Title I (Jurupa Unified School District, 1971).
" TYPE OF STUDY

This researéh projéctvis of an’ekblératory, descriptive nature.
-‘The data were collécted by obserﬁationvof participants in the classroom,
- and case study interviews that varied in time length fromvabout 35'min—
utes to:nearly 90 minutes. . |
| The girls were observed in thekClaséroom from October to Decem-
,bef without their knowing the:reason’of the researcher's presence. They
consideredbthe resea;cher éither as a former student; or a friend of the
teacher,_énd asked no questions, Thé‘reseafcher soén faded into oblivion
in their minds, and thé conversations aﬁd'activities.resumed normally;
Most of the girls discussed their pregnancy quite openly and frankly

among themselves. Tﬁey would relate interesting and unusual incidents,

In January; 1972, the teacher explained to them the purpose of

the researcher's~pte$ence. "They weré not particularly curious abcut the-
study, A few aéked'what é "thesis" was, and why it was,beiﬁg done, but |
other fhan that, nbt much else was said. It was eiplained to them tﬁat
they did not have to participate. If they did participate; fhey were

not obligated‘to;answer any or'a1l of tge questioné. If fhey felt that

a question was infringing upon their privacy, they could refrain from -



’ﬂ,'to evade some’ of the question S5

"doesn't she like us anymore9"'5¢ f~7f

’ -,dsoon after conceptlon.. The thlrd glrl w111 be marrled thls sprlng Two

leélf

v»:answering. However it was stressed that the materlal was confldentlal

“"f:fand the girls would remain anonymous.' Although some of the glrls managed'“

one of them openly stated that they did.

"not care to answer a questlon. ,i.

Of the 13 girls enrolled 1n Esperanza, 12 had agreed to be inter—j;‘

:viewed The one ‘who refused to be 1nterv1ewed was a 15 year old Mexican—‘

'tAmerlcan g1r1 She was pregnant 111eg1t1mately for the second t1me."her‘;'ﬂ
tl_first baby was about two. years old and had a dlfferent father than d1d s'
‘ufi:thls second baby, and at thls tlme, she has no- 1ntent10ns of marrylng

lelther man. She gave No reason.. for her refusal to be 1nterv1ewed (How—~"
'*éfever, she had overheard a teacher from the nursery school . which 1s on

jf the same property as Esperanza 'remark about her present 31tuatlon.:.She
”f'hwas quite upset wlth the teacher about it, ) She generally 1gnored the o
'hj;’researcher outwardly._ However, durlng test week in March when I was h

‘]}unable to come for nearly a week, she asked the teacher, "Where s Danlelle,;' ’

Three of the. glrls interviewed were former students 1n Esperanza.f- T

_]Thelr bables were 17 24 months old Two of the girls marrled the father “3?,..}

—

of the glrls have finlshed hlgh school and are beglnning college work.,‘ .

ﬂThe third glrl is f1nish1ng hlgh school by nlght classes.'bf

| REVIEW,‘ oF HE Lil‘ERATURE E

Illegitlmacy has been a popu]ar subject(ln the sociological

lllterature for many years.J However most of the studles have focused

_:on the "types of. girls becom ng pregnant, the soc1o~economic background



}fthe tolerance of societv toward these glrls;‘cultural comparisons, etc.-
fvery llttle has been studied about the recent trend of 51ngle parenthood‘
:,Althpugh Some . of the authors have acknowledged the problem, the purpose‘b.‘i
:of their research ‘was not to. study thlS partlcular aspect.i v
" | Leontlne Young (1954) studled the problems of the unmarrled
mother and her chlld.‘ The rlgldlty or lax1ty of the general moral stan—;hf
| dards, and the soc1al and economlc p031t10n of the 1nd1v1dual has a L )
d.fdlrect bearlng on. the degree of publlc tolerance exhlblted toward the
’rmother and Chlld. Young partlcularly notes the domlnatlon.of one parent;_
L"In every case observed accordlng to Young, the ngl ‘had unhapplnessg.'
"';and problems in her llfe whlch led dlrectly to pregnancy.:v o
Goode (1961) examlnes cultural condltlons under whlch hlgh‘ .
*»;lllegltlmacy rates occur.. He.suggests p0351b1e modlflcatlons in |
'ﬁ;theorles of a381mllatlon, the-destructlon of soc1al andmcultural systems,
‘ﬂuand the relatlons between eoclal and cultural lntegratlon.h He‘had
b‘studled grouns in the Unlted States“ South ‘the Carlbbean, Afrlca, and
h}'the Latln A;erlca malnland | | | | | |
The author‘suggested that Lt lS the communltv,‘not the 1nd1v1dua11d
F:nor the famlly, that malntalns conformlty to or dev1at10n from the norm
’b.of legltlmacy.: The communlty deflnes and confers legltlmacy; The fam-‘
blly or communlty 1ntegratlon means ‘a. hlgh rate of lllegltlmacy-s1nce 1t
‘5;18 llkely to occur. along w1th a weaken:ng of norm.commltment; and, 1f‘
‘,-norms are not greatly Weakened the controls are. weak
| Vlncent s studv (1961) he questlons the Ldea that unwedfi“’f\"

i motherhood is an actlng out' of unresolved emotlonal confllcts in an.

”.attempt to resolve psychologlcal dlsturbances Whose genesis was in the

Gl
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sd’mother s early relationship w1th one ot both parents (see Young).
>Vincent s data indicated that the significance of broken homes and perw
:f sonality disturbances in unwed motherhood is not as obv1ous as many
'U;studles 1mply., He also found that many of the unwed mothers who are the
f;‘most insistent on keeping their children appear ‘the least likely, because’h'
- of personallty and family life experiences, to become adequate mothers.

Jones, Meyer, and Borgatta (1966) isolate four background

".’varlables most useful for predictlng the dispos1tion of white, unmarried

.vmothers.;:They are age, education; religion of mother‘ and marltal status
vof the putative father. of the agency‘studled, clients who were ybung,
more educated, and of non¥Catholic‘religion tended~to‘surrender the -
kbabwaoriadoption;.’The narital status‘of thevputatiVe father appears to
be a less relevant variable to predlctive purposes than the other back—
f ground variables. 0 ‘
= Chasket (l§69) exanined the preventive soclal dimen51on of
:lillegltimacy.‘ She proposed thaL Negro glrls and their: families consider
1‘unmarr1ed parenthood a catastrophe insofar as 1t interferes with upward
1imob111ty as: represented both by education and employment
| Furstenberg, Gordes, and Markow1tz (1969) examined the sexua]

patterns, reactions to pregnancy, and birth control experience knowledge,
,and attitudes of ‘a sample of teen~age girls enpecting their first Jllegl-'
v tlmate Chlld Their findlngs suggest that the maJority of these girls'

: would use birth control if 1t were made accessible, and if - they were pro~ “

V1ded w1th assurance that the contraceptive methods are safe and effective.’

Thelr tudy 1ndicates an 1ncreasing prevalence of premarita] sexual re~

_1at10ns. If the rate_of illegitimacy‘is,to be reduced;_therejis going
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‘gto have to be a decrease in the rate of conception, not’ intercourse.
Pope (1969) studied the differences between black and white unwed

: mothers ‘regarding their dispensation of their illegitimate children. He

"!iofound that Negro girls perceived fewer advantages than white girls in |

holding marital rather than Single status.‘ Negroes received fewer_rewards L
‘hv‘for mov1ng»toward marriage. Negroes may not have as normative an orien;,
itation toward 1egitimacy and marital sex relations as do whites. |
| Karen Signell (1969) describes the series of subcrises facing
i the unwed mother._ Spec1fiC'consultation interventions,'w1thin therfraﬁe;'
: *ﬂwork of crisis theory, are discussed for helping caregirers" enable |
'teenagers‘to cope With the subcrises. The_paper focuseSiOn unwed Negro
| igirls who are a particularly vulnerable high risk group in terms of the:
id:number of illegitimate pregnanCies, immaturity, and lack of external

i;fresources;'d



'CHAPTER III -
B CASE STUDIES
All 15 of the girls interv1ewed had dec1ded ‘to keep the1r bablesn
However they have Stlll felt the soc1al pressure of 1lleg1timacy, even-
though it 1S'not as hostlle and‘negatlve as in former tlmes Those who
have marrled or W1ll eventually marry in the near future are’ conform1ngz

to the prescribed norm of leg1t1macy by prov1d1ng thelr baby with a

.. gfather, Several of the glrls claimed they had become pregnant S0 they :

"dﬂcouldvﬁarry,r Apparently,'they Werectanlng advantage,of thelr parents'

"'prescribed norms,'knowing that their parents would oppose unwed mother-

yb”hood Also, 31nce the glrls rejected the idea of abortlon, their other

alternative 5s adoption. It Js the girl's declslon to sign adoptlon u
papers._ If she should refuse, the parents have not much choice but tob
?, allow'the»marriage, in order for.the girl to conformuto the expected
 norm of legltxmacy.' Those who do nothmarry'are considered deviating from
‘this norm.j:‘v | | - |
nfr'Thelopen—ended questions'(see:appendix forrinterview schedule) '

. were asked W1th the 1ntent of trying to dlscover s1gn1f1cant factors

':‘ influenc1ng the glrl to keep her baby. Varlous quest1ons were con51dered'

What was the influence of the glrl's famlly, not only their attltudes

L3

»and reactions to her pregnancy, but also any incidents of illegitimate

5;_; pregnancy Wlthln the famlly._.What was the influence of her friends and -

;ef peer group, 1ntidents of Jllegitlmacy, dispensatlon of the baby, and

18
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?marriaée:>’What nas the role of the putative father in the girl's
jideeision°, How . 1nf1uentia1 was - the gullt factor in determlnlng the g1r1 s
'fhdec181on‘to keep her baby’ Questlons were asked relatlng to a conscious
partlcipatlon 1n the act of becomlng pregnant._‘Did either use contraff'
v 'lceptlves? Were contraeeptlves and/or pregnancy dlsc:ussed‘7 Also,‘the‘
< Gglrl was ouestloned regardlng her future——soc1a1 educatlonal, occupa-—.
“f tlonal f1nanc1al, etc. Some of'the questlons were quallfaed, rev1sed;'
'iand[or el1m1nated 1f1the girl were.alreadyimarried; B 4
| ‘The,interrieus'arevdivided intobtwo‘nartsf4thoseﬁnho have narfi
'iried; and‘those}who‘have not.i (Ineluded'in the"nonenarried;are a fewf,,:
i ;girlsrnhg;intendzto marryfin:theinear;future.) d:{tfli*f}f
* GIRLS WHO HAVE NOT MARRTED |

L The foliow1né sectlon-eonsrsts of renorts ot 1nterv1ews with
it?dnine unmarried glrls. A few of these glrls 1ntend to marry ‘the father-hj
K ;two intend to marry a man other than the father.. The others will rear |
‘.:their chlldren as a 31ngle parent for the present tlme. ‘Until thesei
‘girls marry, they are cons1dered dev1ants from the present norm of

'1egit1macy.»"

B JANET_
‘,Afterdconcebtton;iJanet.Washdetermined'that she wouid never
R hauefser‘aéain.h Her beby 1s nearly 31x months old and she 1s.now
- dafrard ‘that. she is four months pregnant.A She has vis1ted the phy51c1anh‘
,‘ifor a nregnancy test, but w111 not return to ‘be informed of the results.

‘i Janet 1s 17 yea s old and hopes to be graduated in June from



'i those "bad glrls.

vi high sohool | Her mother Wlll not allow her to f1n1sh her work at Esper-d :
'ﬂ:anza, though the school will permlt her to do so, and she would 11ke to~
l'hcomplete her courses. »Hervmother does not-want'her to be exposed to.

11]

‘Her mother also thlnks Janet is learnlng "too much"»v

E ]about 11fe, and not enough about her school subJects. Janet now must

"utvattend night classes.._Her'mother hecomes very.upset When‘she visits

- f,‘Esperanza, ‘ i‘j? SRR S

'v;She'became pregnantvin‘January;‘197l, in a friend's bedroom.

'*',g Nelther J1m nor she used TOT dlscussed contraceptlves. _Hovever, they

ijdld consider pregnancy Initlally, Janet wanted a baby, but did not
vuhbecome pregnant. Eventually, she had decided that she d1d not want a .'

”Jhaby yet. One evenlng in January, Jlm Was drunk and 1n31sted on hav1ng

df::fsex wlth her. At flrst, she had refused but flnally gave in. Janet~

"is now a mother.

s Per‘sonal ‘R-_e'latlons'hip ‘with Jim
h;‘Janet.met‘Jim‘atTan outdoor Easter’seryice:';he Wasfhith;hisih
o girifriend.. At 'their meeting; Janet 'V}zas'attracted'vto"»J’.ii:in':s friend.,.bu"t“
Jlm was attracted to her. Soon the two began to date.‘lJanet"said She
never dld anythlng with h1m for a long tlme. : They ‘have been’ together
q;forvtwo years. | | |

o The phy51c1an conflrmed Janetbs susplcions or nregnancy at
:f,three or four months.- She had suspected it at one month for she had
_ngt.had‘her‘menstrual period and felt nauseated.l She was—afraid, par—

o ,ticularly ofnhef parénts. 'She‘said that'she had'broken*out‘in hives'and'

o was emotlonally upset., - However, from the beelnnlng, she had wanted to f’

J{keep her bahy Jim also wanted her to keep the baby and was very sympa-‘
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?jfthetlc about her sltuatlon.
Janet had lntercourse Wlth a boyfrlend of three years before

' shevbegan datrng Jlm.g Slnce that,tlme; she has dated,no one except»Jlme

“He "went out on her" oﬁly,once'since*the-discovery'of her pregnancy. He“ila,ia

was afraidiof‘contraetingvvemereal'disease“by "screming other girls,"
'hso has‘decidedfto stop "messingbaroUnd."‘
‘,in@ and Jamet intendhto marry,;but presently the’are uncertain”'
: aspto mheh}' Jim's mother wrli.hot aliOW“hiﬂ to marry,,and he will ot
.be 18vpears oldbuntil next. Oetober' Janet was hoplng ‘to marry this
sommer.- After she marrles, she Wlll move out of her parents home,vand
]dJlm Wlll be the sole supporter of the famlly. .
| 7 Presently, Jlm contrlbutes $lO per month for the baby. He -

dls worklng part time, and his mother demands $40 a month from him.
’.iJanet does not thlnk thls is rlght./rH1s mother is married for the

' thlrd tlme, and is collectlng soc1a1 securlty; berng that both her
flrstbandvsecond husbands are deceased. Her_thrrd husbandihas not 2
b.adopted the children. o

Accordlng to Janet Jlm has had a dlfflcult llfe. When Jim was

a: baby, his father was . stabbed and kllled in ‘a gang fight; thus, Jim
) never kmew hlS father.' Janet sald that he has never had anything for
* himself. Sheddesired’to éive him something'which would be his. One
‘bthing hislparehts‘could never giveshim,was a baby; uor cduld\they take
'the baby.awajifrom him.:hdanetbsaid she:kept the baby'becausebit be-
v,longed to' Jim. | : | |
Jlm is protective of the baby. When‘Janet.takes'the'baby to

hihlgh school to show her'frlends, he becomes upset when she’ allows her '
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“yfrlends to hold the baby. Janet remarked that Jim brlngs glfts for the
Jfbaby when he is flnanclally able. Janet wants to’ spend as much time as
‘possible on: the weekends w1th Jlm, therefore, she is unhappy when he

';_\”works,Saturdays. She claunsythat shevls really,ln 1ove with him, andithatp

'N;Jhe=loves her.

Janet s mother guessed that she was’ pregnant at about ome and a-
‘half months Her mother said she had ' expected 1t," but was obv1ously>
‘:upset.i Janet s father was angryAand commanded her to glve ‘the baby up
‘r'or abort 1t.’ She refused. Her father would not allow’ hervto tell'anyekkl'
yiﬁone that she.was‘pregnant. ‘He referred’toinm,dsithat,"god‘damn baatard.ﬁ'
:Janet7raneawapdfrom homeffor'ajshort'time (she hadhdone this‘on preuious »d
_1OCCasions)* When she had returned home, her’ parents accompanled her’ "to S
Ja shrlnk to stralghten (her) out. -
| The school .nurse learned about the pregnancp and invited Janet
Jto talk w1th her about it. The‘nurse 1nformed Janet that~she could not :
Jbe forced to e1ther glve up the baby or abort‘1t against: her nlshes, no
. one could take her baby.away without her permission. Janet felt better
andvwas:morevdetermined'to'keepvher:baby,‘ ‘
| - Janet's‘older brother advised her to abort the baby;"When he
i confronted J1m at school, he."slugged him in the mouth " and warned Jim '
'bto stay away from Janet.‘ One of thelr sisters was pregnant at the same
ftrme. She was klnd to Janet and although she did not encourage Janet
to keep the baby, she inv1ted ~Janet to llve with her and her husband
;Janet was amenable to this inv1tation, but her parents would not al1ow

"-it,‘ Anotner sjster suggested that she give the baby up. Janet's



"Jiito be a terrlble thing.

23

';younger 31sters did not expreasztheir opinions, but. thought the 31tuatlon

Janet told her parents that she and Jim had already informed
\iﬁ his parents about the pregnancy.; (They ‘had not yet done it, but were'ﬂf'
.'1ntend1ng to do. so. ) Janet 's parents went ahead and talked with J1m s

'-parents, although Janet disapproved . Jlm s parentS'then confronted

:1'ffJIm. They found it hard to believe, and stated that they did not feel

'lfﬂbthat Jlm was respon31ble for the pregnancy. (A.former girlfriend of -

“\'iﬂ:Jim s related to his mother that Janet was g01ng OUt Wlth other guys

. Janet claimed that she vias not ) Jim s mother encouraged him "not to ',/
' 'Sthk Wlth Janet." 3j;j-.x_f[;*5*'h‘f”:5"

Friends were surprised but supportlve, when they learned of the f”

‘“L.f*fpregnancy.ﬂ They d1d not think "bad of her" because of it. Although

'ffthey ‘liked Jim they did not partlcularly encourage Janet to marry. h1m,ﬁ

“”fvespec1ally W1th her parents opposlng the marriage. At one’ p01nt, she

:'Elalmost broke off the relationshlp with hun., However her friendo d1d f"

afencourage her to keep the baby

'f;Present Sltuation l;3 7 R

» Janet is 11v1ng with her narents.i Her.parents are Supportlné n

"l:vher, though they keep telling her they "don 't have to Her father
.::Will,not‘allow heruto draw a,welfare check. o

| "Janet hopec-to attend’oollege andvenroll in a beaotician'a ;h'uP;»V

'"_ioourse She is uncertaln that she w111 be able to afford the educatlon, :

‘.fvbbut is willing to babysit to. earn money. J1m s sister'ls willing to

'.babysit for her should ahe attend college.‘,lh ‘ JWY

Janet is the sixth child in a- family of ten chlldren.' She has"“



"'f;three older brothers, two - older qisters, and four younger sisters. She

'ls a baptrzed Roman Cathollc Her mother accuses her of belng a "bad""

- glrl because of her pregnancy However, her sisters had "messed around“"

e ‘also, they'Just weren t caught e

R

Janet knew three glrls at Esperanza from hlgh school, and two jif‘f -

f'of her friends became pregnant 1lleg1t1mate1y Both frlends kept thelr

.? bables, although they dld not marry Janet admltted that she had neverv“

"5ff.offered adv1ce to ‘her frlends slnce the flnal dec151on was up to them

.f,There is no- 1lleg1t1macy in Janet s famlly Jlm svsrster,,tO‘Whom he -
n’is qulte close became pregnant when she was 16., She'kept‘the baby~7 B

:fand later marrled someone other than the father. Janet thlnks Jlm

. ngmlsympathlzes w1th her because he had experlenced w1th hl° srster a

_hfsituatlon with 51m11ar aspects.:g

Janet thlnks the studentslat“school oosslp extensrvely When fﬁ
:the father of ‘an 1lleg1t1mate Chlld is known, however, there is not as
much g0831p1ng. She feels that the boys g0381p more than do the glrls.‘v
b‘cThe fellows thlnk that a glrl 1s elther an. easy~lay,f or'(the other g'd“
5 extreme) he w111 get‘ nothlng off her 31nce she most llkely is fear—
hful of another pregnancy 7 |

Janet observes that her attltudes toward lllegltlmacv has notvvb‘

changed much She had had sex’ prlor to pregnancy, so- she dld not "look

-ihvdown" on other glrls d01ng the same thng There was a good girl," »h

) though, of Whom Janet never dreamed would ever become pregnant. When

- she! drd become pregnant Janet confessed that she did “look down on her.“*

,;Apparently at: thrs polnt Janet does not consrder herself a "bad glrl U L
ﬂjbut, nelther does she regard heroelf to be the same typ of good girl"




"'aS'thevone who became Pregnant; Janét'seemseto feel'.traPPed'between

"5t two sets of norms——the establlshed code of her parents and family which

7‘states that the bearlng of chlldren out of wedlock is illeg1t1mate and

.

°ﬂnot rlght, and that _ethic of her friends who encourage her to keep her

"d:':baby, and even her feellngs and thoughts of desiring a baby to give to

If Janet were to advlse an unmarrled pregnant glrl, she would

':-suggest that the mother keep the baby. However, if the g1r1 could not

"uj“handle the ch1ld, she should glve it to someone who could and who would

R be WIlllng‘to take care of 1t."Janet=1s agalnst'abortlon, and also
f?”loOKS'down on girls who. give up thelr babies for adopt1on She would :
:;hnot want her’ baby "to feel reJected" when the baby s adopted parents
Would relate the c1rcumstances of adoptlon | ‘

When her’ daughter is old enough to date Janet’ 1ntends to d1s-

":[,cuss "the facts of lrfe" Wlth her, . Janet’ thlnks that 1f she is truthful-'f

‘with her daughter, she, in turn, wlll be honest wlth her mother Janet
jzjufeels that her’ parents were . not honest Wlth her; uor did they inform her'
blh of "the facts of 11fe. : | | |
' ]The attltudes-of Janet's parents have been: mellowed since the::

\'arrivalvof the baby They have become more tolerant M They tease

";1 Janet Lhat she does not deserve such a beaut1fu1 baby Immedlately Fol—

vprhlowrng the birth of the baby, Janet s parents would have nothlng to. do
:7w1th Jlm. At the time of the 1nterv1ew, they have been permlttlng him to
‘1v151t on. the weekends, prlmarlly becaLse of the baby accordlng to Janet,
.10cca31onally Janet meets Jlm at. night school Although Janet s motherr—

will not admit to. it, Janet thinks she is prejudiced agalnst Jim because
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‘hebishMexican—American, ” L ’ ‘
There is a dlfference between legltlmacy»and rllegitrmacy in
| Janet simind She thlnks unwed motherhood to be very lonely,~ Even f:‘“
‘buthough the g1rl 1s 111eg1tunately pregnant, she still wants to "go. back
to bed w1th the guy. Espec1a11y when the glrl is 11v1ng wlth her’ fam-.‘x
7'1ly,'she flnds it dlfflcult to be alone w1th the father. | | |
Janet thinks that 111eg1t1macy is a greater straln to the baby
'-han to the mother | The baby does not know 1ts father Janet wants Jﬁn o
'ﬂto be close to- their baby. Also, in her s1tuat10n, she becomes upset |
when her mother assumes too much respon31b111ty for the baby which: Janet
feels belongs‘to her as mother,. However Jlm eases" her Wlth thlngsrwrll -

" and she belleves h1m

b soon be okay,
| o By av01ding the p0931b111ty of a second pregnancy, Janet hopes
the problem W111 dlsappear. Even though the teacher has encouraged Janet‘-
'to be examlned, she w111 not, Whenllnterv1ewed Janet had considered the
“p0551b111ty of contraceptlves, but she did not tell the 1nterv1ewer of
her fears of a second pregnancy i |

Janet was one of the flrst glrlslln‘her class to dellver Afterud
" the blrth of the baby, she would part1c1pate in dlSCUS810nS w1th the’ ‘
v nurse, relatlng her experlence.: She seemed quite proud that she cou]d
N contrlbute knowledgeably, and her classmates apprec1ated her contrlbutlons.
| Janet talked very freely durlng the 1nterv1ew whlch lasted : "”
gnearly one and a half hours. She contlnually referred to her love and

.COncern for Jim, and seemed to»think that it was reciprocal.



. PATTY

As in Janet s case, Patty 1s having future in~law problems. She

and R1c 1ntend to marry sometlme after the baby 1s born, but Patty is not_,f.‘”

:‘fsure of the exact t1me., Presently, she 1s keeplng in touch with R1c
.through a_girlfriend.‘ R1c s father is agalnst the marrlage‘ and W111
allow no communicatlon between the two. Accordlng to Patty, he 1s.angry
- because he does not want "the respons1b111ty of belng a grandfather and

' "doesn t want a 11tt1e kld around " RlC s father is a pollceman“ and

: threatens to "Shlp Ric away 1f Ric protests hls father 'S actlons.'

.................

Patty vas three months pregnant when she rold her parents of the
51tuat10n They were surprlsed Her father wants her to keep the baby
‘ksince 1t 1s hls grandchlld : Her mother also wants Patty to keep the
- child, They llke R1c very much and are in favor of the marrlage, al-
.‘“though not Immedlatelj., They would approve of her seelng R1c had his
- father not set up all the restrlctlons Patty younger brother is hap~'v
1‘py regardlng the prospectiye famlly member and her’ younger sister does-
”v not understand the s1tuatlon. | ‘ _ |

Patty s father 1nformed R1c s mother of the pregnancy His
mother was shocked but offexed no adv1ce She’ then told her’ husband

c
1 who became very angry. Although ‘he adv1sed Patty to- abort ‘he did not
~offer’ to pay or help to pay for the expenses 1nvolved
Patty s frlends were happy for her. They hoped the pregnancy

would unrte ‘the two famllles They offered no suggestions since it was’:

' -ev1dent to- them that Patty 1ntended to keep the baby and marrquic,
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Patty s conditlon was confirmed at three months, although she

aldlhadrsuspected pregnancy before that time, as d1d R1c.; Patty is one of
'“fthe few girls 1nterviewed who had 1nit1ally con81dered ab01tion, how—tiu

‘f'ever, he had declded to keep the baby. R1c and Patty were plannlng on

"idfhmarriage before the dlscovery of pregnancy.- They had been dating one .

'i;yfand a half years. Neither she nor. Rlc had used confraceptlves nor had

"fd{they discussed the1r use, They did not cons1der Lhe p0351b111ty of '

i{:pregnancy.

Patty is. llving W1th her parents who are supporting her. Ric'iSJ

'5fﬂfbin school and unable to offer any financ1a1 support although‘he 1ntends

‘\'to help wnth expenses after the baby is born. Patty plans to stay at

”'5f3home until she ran find a Job move out and support herself. She’ w1ll

o Ttrbvfinish school 1n June. She is not collectlng welfare (her parents W1ll

:‘f;not.allow it)¢ Her parents approve of he1 moving When she can, and her :

h'-'ﬂyrmother has offered to baby51t for whlch Patty wlll pay her. Patty is.

v';ﬂ looklng for someone to deliver ‘her' baby at home so as to avoid hospital

*Qﬂexpenses., (She has asked the teacher to deliver the baby~)_>

Patty s social llfe is non—existent She is not permltted to see, e

'nor contact Ric Her friends mothers Wlll not allow their daughters to _P'

”'*Q'associate Wlth Patty since they feel Patty is av"bad glrl "f Her family

h;has recently moved to Rubidoux (six months ago), 0 she does not know ’

~

ffmany people.

a["*Attitudes Toward Illegltlmacy :
Patty s attltude toward illegitimacy has changed 31nce her’ own

. xigpregnancy.v At one time, she thought "only bad girls got in trouble.lli
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V.She now thinks that pregnancy can happen to anyone,' and, in many‘cases,

“When it does "happen,“ the glrl does not realize 1t.
| None of Patty s frlends have become pregnant 1llegit1mately:
;f?:There is o 111egit1macy in Rlc s famlly of which Patty is 'aware. xHer'
- cou31n was pregnant kept her baby, and later marrled She:ls not.closé'
v3’fto that cou51n._ Patty feels that her mother is sympathetie tonard‘herd
fds1nce her’ mother vas pregnant with Patty 111eg1t1mate1y. ,(Patty did‘not,b

. learn of thls until she was pregnant )

If she were to offer adv1ce to an unmarrled pregnant girl, Patty

=m°f‘f'would suggest that the g1r1 the putatlve father, and the glrl's father

._7fdlscuss the 31tuat10n The dispensatlon of the child should depend on

‘ztiﬁthe declslon of the glrl Patty does not 11ke "the idea of abortlon.

A-;:‘If the glrl does not Want the baby, she would suggest adoptlon
H Patty*dlscerns a dlfference between legltlmacy and 111eg1t1macy-

fﬁ*If the baby is: deemed illeg1t1mate, it Wlll not have the. support of a'}"

‘,“father. The mother becomes respon31b1e for’ belng both parents, plus

Jbeing flnan01a11y supportlve, Patty thlnks it 1s 1mportant for two pet»ri
’,Vsons to rear the Chlld She desires her baby to be close’ to its father,
o Patty observes that ‘more girls are choosing to keep the:r bablea,
':veyen though they are not marrylng. She feels that ths choice is based

fon.the g1r1 s,attltude. "If the mother really 1oves the bahy, she should =

fkeep it, since- the love and carlng of the natural mother would be stxongeri

{than Lhat of foster parents She thnks that glrls keep thelr babies-

because they love -and feel responsrble for the baby She would not want

‘rh_to g1ve up her child, especially after experlenc1ng the pain of delivery..

' Patty was hesitant in answerlng a few of the questlons. She-is a
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- more recent student at Esperanza'than the other girls who had been 1nter-

'viewed, and therefore not known as Well by the researcher.

J

L -'JENNI’FER

Of the glrls 1nterviewed Jennlfer was the only one Who had used '

'“-'fany sort of contraceptlve‘v She stopped taklng the plll because she had

“rwanted a babY There seemed to be ne reason to dlSCUSS the s:tuatlon‘Q,ﬁ
:any further.bv‘ : ‘v'b |

At sixteen years of age; Jennifer has qulckly learned a sophls~ c
N ticated Way of dodglng people and thelr questlons. Even though she

spent over thlrty minutes in the 1nterv1ew1ng se551on, she did not re— e

°~:'veal much of herself She he31tated and often evaded questions that b‘ii’vef-7

concerned the father. In several 1nstances, her answers to questlons"“

confl cted Wlth 1nformat10n whlch the teacher later submltted

Jennlfer d1d not become partlcularly frlendly or close w1th

o any of the other glrlo in the class She often would sit apart from- thevllrw

‘Vothers, elther studying or 1ook1ng at maga21nes. She seldom partlci—
»pated'in'the grrltalk" whlch went on in'class;' The other glrls were '
_involved in knlttlng, crochetlng, sew1ng, Jennlfer did.. none._ She
1cla1med that she was 1nterested in completlng her thlrd and flnal year

;of high\school thls year so as to be graduated in June. Jennifer was

'ﬂ?‘,b:not shy, but rather aloof It appeared as if knltting and crocheting

il,:and small talk were below her.v Jennlfer did not adm1r° nor cuddle the |

1vother glrls‘ babies. A classmate once offered her baby to Jennlfer to |
'hold Jennlfer refused Someone then questioned "HOW‘are you going to

agftake care of your baby when you seem to hate kids s0. much7" Jennifer
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B respondedmthher"Mona Lisa"Smile. That was theﬁfend_of‘ ‘the c.onvex-

| Infrequently d1d Jennlfer‘engage in‘oonversations;vand less
”foften did she reveal anything about herself Onfonewoccasion, she Wasig
"3relat1ng her experlence Wlth the welfare worker. ‘In order to quallfy as

”‘fa welfare reciplent the unmarr1ed mother—to~be nust name the father.

h~Jenn1fer refused Flnally, the exasperated welfare worker asked "Have

' ai.you slept w1th 80 many men’ that you don‘t know whlch one the father is?" .

kli.iiat»Jennlfer:s reply,o One,commented "I wouldn t want them to th1nk that

»,Jennlfer smlled and nodded She 1s now on the welfare roles. (She toldf_
'fthe teacher that she had told the welfare worker that the father was 1n
‘Lou131ana, assumlng Welfare would not tra11 hlm ) The glrls were shocked
?;I was a slut L

The teacher often felt that Jennlfer was attemptlng to bait her, :‘ :

: ,pﬂ.and reported that Jennifer d1d not get along well w1th her. Once Jennrfer

ghad asked the teacher 1f she ever loses her patlence.i The teacher replled
' that she trles not to become‘angry. . | |
E Jennlfer seemed fr1endl1er to the researcher than she did to
jmostbof her classmates. After her interv1ew when-the~researcher would‘
v;v181t Esperanza, Jennlfer would ask about the the81s,: It appeared that

';’oshe was attemptlng to make conversatlon, rather than show1ng actual

- .interest 1n tne the91s She asked what a thesis 1s, but d1d not ask

'b‘f_partlcular questlons regardlng thls one. §f ) :,‘",lﬁl_ ’, : ;

' Jennlfer is an unattractlve,_sllghtly overweight g1rl Her
vaarents are dlvorced and her mother has remarrled three times since,

7_7She has one half brother and one half 51ster younger than she;: Lately;
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vﬂi,her attendance at school has been irregular although she clalms that |

*:V.She has. not been ill. She volunteered no 1nformat10n as to her where—

[fiabouts.

Jennlfer became pregnant in August 1971 the baby is due in .

p &_’Aprll 1972 She was happy when ‘she learned of her pregnancy because -

‘h she wanted to be. v Jennlfer had engaged in 1ntercourse prior to preg~ L

nancy w1th a former boyfrlend She had met ‘the father thrcugh a frlendjih

oo and dated‘hlm for about'a,year, .Ihey interided to marry before she beé ,:

0 Camejpregnant;’.H0wever' her'mother'Will not allow-the marriage until

‘:‘she‘is 18.: Jennlfer dec1ded to become pregnant when she d1d for if she

lvi‘walted untll she would be 18, she was afraid the father would be "too

old e (She says that he 1s 35 but told the teacher he is 3] ) The
*father is a college graduate and records for radlo statlons Jennlfer,:

'1s not sure. of all h1s job entalls.v When asked if he were marrled

”1: Jennlfer hedged and ‘then’ commented -that she did mot think so. (rhe -

f:teacher is 1nc11ned to thlnk that he is married. ) His famlly does not ;
k knowxabout Jennlfer. The father is happy about the pregnancy, he wanted

} Jennlfer to become pregnant " He is paylng expenses and chlld support

',]prlvately rather than through a dlstrlct attorney s offlce (Jennlfer*

S predlcts that when she is 18, all. of her’ problems w1ll be solved, and

she w1ll then be able to d1,cuss th1s situatlon with the teacher )

Jennrfel s mother’ "flcured it" when she was told that Jennifer
» was fOUl months nrcgnant The mother wanted Jennlfer to have the baby,'»

but the baby is to be'J nnlrer 's respon31b111ty. Jennlfer does not see



vtg“fﬂ;her father, o she does th know 1f he is yet aware of the situation.

\-:f;iJennifer 's. grandmother claimed that she suspected the pregnancy through

“b'her "intuition regarding such occurrences. Jennifer feels support from

t'ﬁf.her family towards her de01810n to keep the baby.:»

When Jennifer announced her pregnancy to- her friends, they were

’4r,ylhaPPY for her.A They 11ke the father, and were glad that she was 1ntend—ejg
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' ing to- keep the baby, although none of them choose to 1nterfere w1th herﬂ ffz[

;,:decision. Her friends would encourage hor to marry the father. 1”y ‘/“‘ff

\'”TPresent Sltuatlon e

For a short time, Jennlfer was’ liv1ng w1th her girlfrlend'

V’*#:boyfrlend When the girlfriend moved 1n, Jennlfer moved out Shevls~"hf

;f;presently 11V1ng alone 1n an- apartment 1n Rubidoux.: She plans to stay

'::%there' the father supposedly w111 move in before the blrth of the baby

:Qf:Jennlfer does not Want her mother to learn of these plans, for she fears

T]'vher mother w111 have the father jalled According to the’ teacher,vv}A

'Thukjennifer s mother knows the father but does not llke hlm.» Durlng the

ff}interview, Jennifer said that her mother does not knOW‘the father, nor
‘ltvdoes she ever’ want to meet’ hlmlff ) -

7 | Durlng the t1me from the baby K] blrth 1n Apr11 untll graduation‘f'
.in June, Jennifer plans ‘to brlng the baby to school Following gradu— f‘

v'atlon, Jennifcr 1ntends to Work Her'frlends haveaoffered'to care'forp;

' h.the baby when she 1s gone.

f"Attltude Toward Il]egltnmacy ;:_,;;_-,,v
Three of Jennlfet s friends have become 1‘legitimately pregnant '
'”;ftwo aborted and one- kept the bahy. Jennifer clalms that she never ad—

fl;vised her friends about their oregnancy since it was really not hcr bus~f.




. Iness. It 1s up to the glrl to do what she wants to do, and no one else'f -

';»f<should influence her deClSlon.‘ Two of " Jennlfer s aunts became pregnant B

'rillegltlmately while in their twenties., Both kept thelr bables. Jen-
;1n1fer 1s close to ‘both aunts. [A;ftlﬁ"‘:fufj ?71 /'5=:‘V

The students at school thlnk it is "stupld"’when a glrl becomes

. ffpregnant, accordlng to. Jennlfer. They make snlde remarks, and look at

a,:fa glrl's stomach rather than her face.'.If.“they look at your face,_theyr’;”

7*,'ﬂare dylng to look at your, stomach "

If a frlend of hers were pregnant Jennlfer sald that she would

an‘suggest that the glrl keep the baby. She feels that the flnal deci51on

‘l.?suggest adoptlon, with the avallable beneflts of welfare She would

7¢fvls the girl's, and no one should 1nterfere However, Jennlfer could not ,J‘

ffnot promote abortlon necessarlly srnce the glrl could have prevented the =

Eftifpregnancy. Personally, she would not have aborted but would consrder

";fabortlon over: adoptlon.
Jennlfer thlnks that her attltudes toward 1lleg1t1macy have not o
‘,ﬂchanged The only dlfference in her mlnd is that a 31ng1e mother has

‘; to play the role of mother and father : There 1s also a stlgma to bear. o

“‘ffBelng that she wanted her baby, however, she does feel that she is not

"ﬂ-affected by that. i

pRE 'KELLEY

v“'Slmrlar to Jennlfer, Patty, and Janet Kelley‘lntended to marry f,
B the.father of her baby. She is presently an 18 year old 51ngle mother
";vof a two year old daughter.. Nelther she nox’ Davxd used contracept1ves.~

; sThey had dlscussed 1t but Kelley sald "1t never came to anythlng
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f~Kelley and David d1d discuss tbe possiblllty of pregnancy, and David '

: »,Wanted a baby really bad e Kelley met h1m through frlends, and dated

M'N"hlm for three ‘years before she became pregnant.ﬁ David proposed marrlage'

“'avafter she became pregnant.‘

'Davld arranged vith a physician to*examine Kelley;*'He was
hfgﬂ"thrllled"bwhen the physic1an conflrmed Kelley as belng two and one i:
'half months pregnant. Kelley had not»expected pregnancy. "It couldn t

'happen‘tO‘me!'.UInltlallyfshe'Was frightened primarily'because she had -

”E;}tto'tellvher'mother. From the’ beglnnlng, she had dec1ded to keep the )

:‘fvbyfvbaby, though "It s m1ne," Kelley clalmed and loved the baby before it

”iiwas born. n
DaV1d then 19, offered to marry Kelley but her mother would

iiiVnot allow 1t. Inltlally he offered to pay expenses, but never came

‘sn_through wrth them.. Kel]ey s parents dld not 11ke Davrd (When Kelley's

iw'zimother dlscovered Kelley and David were haVlng sex,‘she WOU1d not allow

'Q:them‘to see each -other’ anymore. .That is when Kelley~ran.away~wrth\Davld,'r
‘:and during thls perlod became- pregnant ) |
Davld has not pald any expenses or ch11d support.b before preg-
o nancy, Kelley had planned to- marry himj presently, she does not intend“
'iylto-marry‘David. She 1s,plann1ng to marry someone else in May, and her’
‘,:flance is going to. adopt the baby. Kelley kept in touch wrth David

i,<untll the baby was three or four months old. After that, sho did not

”'7{1allow Dav1d to have any contact’ With the chlld JaneL reports that atci

ﬂf,‘that trme, she and Dav*d had mutually termlnated the1r relationshlp
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CResctions'ts er Mlesmae regney
| Kelley announced the news of her pregnancy tovher famlly when
d‘she was three months pregnant Her mother "became unglued " although her"
r"-‘moi:her never offered any advice other than not allow1ng Kelley to marry
L David L Her father was calm.. He said nothlng and allowed Kelley to make ‘]
y her own. de0191on. Her older 31ster and three’ older brothers "took the '
‘;pregnancy well a Kelley s grandmother hoped that she would be happy,
";,and one. aunt did not belleve it Another aunt had told her daughter l-;
© mnot to,fendlup_like Kelley;v (The month Kelley s baby was born, that iﬁl
cousln became pregnant ) ’ |
L Together Dav1d and Kelley relayed the news to hns mother. .SheiU

S

. was happy, belng that this. would be the flrst grandchrld in the famlly,

and had no oplnions one. way or another.‘ Dav1d does not have a rather.

fKelley st111 has contact Wlth Dav1d's mother, although she does not see
‘ Dav;d | | ' |
| Kelley s frlends were surprlsed when they learned of her preg—
‘jnancy, but they d1d not goss1p. They did not encourage her to marry
Davld, th y felt that Dav1d "d1d Kelley wrong.' "He.let'Kelley.down‘
"lafter "he got her pregnant.". Other than that, Kelley s frlends made

- no suggestlons as to what she . should do.

'“Attltudes Toward Illegltrmacy

| ' There has been a record of 1lleg1t1macy in Kelley s fam1ly. Two
: of her older brothers "had to get marrled " One marrled when his wife
was elght months pregnant Kelley dld not know at the time that the :
"v}other brother also "had to marry u She aleo has a cousin who was preé—

‘;nant when Kelley dellvered The’ cou31n.kept the baby'and~married the =
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kfather. Kelley kuows of no illegitlmacy in DaV1d's famlly.<

| ‘Kelley knew about 12 glrls at Esperanza from high schpol when
~she was there. Also, ten to- twenty of her’ frlends have been pregnant
nillegitimately._rMost of them kept-thelr bables and-some.eventually
married. Some'of the girlsvalso had abortions: Kelley thluks that
- -girls either keep their bables, or have abortlons, rather'than g1v1ug
“the babies up for adoptlon. After a girl has carried and~delivered'her
babfi.Kelley.thinks it is hard to give itvuo.forvadoption;>'Kelle§1
thinks adoptions were more prevalent befOre‘because‘Ofvthe‘difficultu
of obtaxnlng an abortlon; She isAagainst abortion;:so sheuedvised her,'
' frlends to either keep the bab& or adopt it out."HoueVer; the final
decision was the girl’s; o

Kelley thinks that the students_at school gossip when‘theyfdis—

’tcover;evgirl is ptegnaut;' She also thinks that the boy is the subJect
of converSation as much as the girl, The students usually wait to know

"who got the girl pregnant.

"
Kelley'never thought about illegitimacy’ prior to;her“ptegnsncy;‘
siuce she considered hersélf "pretty young then." She nor her'friends
used contraceptives prlmerlly because "they never thought about i, "
However; she does think there is a difference between legitimacy and
illegitimacy. Kelley thinks it is easier on the child if the mother is
married, If the mother is not marrled, the baby is the subject of gos~
sip. Kelley worries very much about what the babyvis going ‘to think
when she finds out about herrbirth. Kelley thinks the mother also
suffers somewhat from illegltimacy She'has to bear "the btunt of the

gos31p. The mother,also has to assume more of the father role,
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Kelley used.to cut’classes often prior towhnr pregnancy whlle ‘ﬁ!‘
“hattendlng hlgh‘school. However; she drd much better whlle in school at .
. Esperanza.. She seems to be'a respon31ble mothcr and takes good care. of
fvher baby accordlng to the teacher She ended the interv1ew by saylng

she was very happy her mother would not allow her to’ marry~DaV1d

“'{ Weddlng bells are supposed to rlng for Kathy 1n tyo years. 'How; :
‘T;fever llke Kelley, her husband~to—be is not the father of her baby. Mlke
thls now in Germany, and w1ll be there for two years Wlth the Army. He is

‘;not the father of the baby and knows 1t, since Kathy did not begin datlng

.filfhim untll after she was pregnant. She became pregnant ln June and Mlke

:,,left for Germany'soon afterwards She never had sex Wlth him. The

'“yparents seem to be pleased thh the future marrlage.v

| "t'ﬁPersonal Relatlonshlp wlth John o

Desplte Kathy*s uncompllmentary'adJectrves descrlblng the baby s
o father, she flnally admltted to the teacher that ahe stlll liked him. |
hHowever, she wants no one to know;{espec1ally her mother who hates hlm
;very'much. Kathy never verballzed her contlnued affectlou for the father
fthring the 1nterv1ew, but 1n51sted\he was Ya rat‘"
: She ‘met John through some frlends when he was 22 and she l6.f éhe f
7*dated hlm off and on for a year and had sex wrth hun prlor to her preg- ,:
-_nancy; "but not very often."  She Lthks she bccame preonant when she
Hran away wlth h1m f01 a short‘tlne Neither used contraceptives, nor
Vdiscussedvthevuse of them. Nor»did'theyvconsider together the possihility,

.;Of;pregnancy.
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When Kathy dlscovered she was pregnant at one and a half months,

*Jshe was inltlally scared then happy From the beginnlng she wanted to-

&

'~v'keep the baby John also wanted her to keep the baby; although h£ d1d

;r:b,not offer to marry her nor offer to pay expenses Kathy descrrbed hun,‘.

:as a 'nothlng and 1rrespons1ble. ' Prlor ‘to pregnancy, she’ thought she ;’

;’Tb'mlght marry ham. Now‘she says |th.ere s no chance; John has\seenzher

’,twice slnce she became pregnant and called oncefinyaWhile,:'When she was:
.1nterv1ewed John was in Jall 'she will not let‘hﬁm see the baby, though

he . thlnks he -is g01ng to. -

Kathy‘was 1ntend1ng to tell her parents when they returned’ fron ,
::vacatlon 1n July : In the meantime,'she had been sufferrng from mornlng
":slckness. Instead of Kathy telllng, her mother asked 1f she were pleg—

‘nant Her father was present when her mother . asked He d1d not say
‘::anythlng. Although her parents do not 11ke John they were very suppor—
f'tlve and wanted ‘to help They thought Kathy should keep the baby.
Kathy's parents ‘seemed to- be the most obv1ously 1nvolved of all the
"famllles of. the glrls |

| Kathy's two older brothers do not 11ke John. :in fact, one

thought "he ought to be shot.". They»thought»Kathy,should keep the babyt
YVJ"TheY,are klnd to her and bought things for the baby before it was born..
| Irlends were surprlsed when they heard of her pregnancy. They
knew she was. g01ng to keep 1t, so they offered no advlce Kathy thought:

Lhey should have nothlng to say about it anyway However"one friend -

"'vdld not want her to marry John She has no contact w1th John or hlS

vfamlly She does not know 1f his’ famlly knows about the pregnancy. S
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- Present Situation

. Kathy s parents are ptesehtly supportlng ‘her and wlll be d01ng‘:
-lso untll she marrles in two years ~She is also liv1ng w1th them._}Sheh
x'edoes not plan to Work untll she finishes school., Eveh theneshe 1s'not_j‘

is'isure 1f she w111 work or not She‘hopes to flnlsh het”eleventh and.:
’;twelfth grade byaJune.' Her mothet wﬁllwatch the bahy; |

"rKath&'said het‘shcial lifebis fractieally’noneeiistent; She‘has-v

"h stopped seelng her frlends since they ask too many questlons and seem so |
:}1mmature.‘ She’ prefers being around adults Prlor to her pregnancy; she

“Went steady Wlth several. fellows, but dld very llttle casual dating. -She'

'bdoes not plan to date at all now.

- Attltude Toward Illegltlmacv _

The only incident of 1lleg1t1macy-1n the famlly is an aunt. fSheb

| ‘w”"had to get marrled" when she was about 15 or 16 (Kathy says that nov

" one in»the family knows; though.. She did not say how she found out.)

The aunt has since divorced and:temarried;' Kathy knows nothing about
illegitimacyiin thh's'famlly, | | | |

- Kathy knewrthree of the gitls in Espetanea{frthhigh school.:fl
-Q,,Also,-thtee of her frieﬁds were,pregnant lllegitihatelf.:-When studeﬁts‘
at school dlscover a gltl is pregnant Kathy thlnks that they g0581p,
whlsper ‘and Joke about 1t The students Lsually know the father of the
' babyg although they did not know.John. Kathy thlnks that the students
. g0531p more about the glrl than the boy. '

If a frlend of Kathy s were pregnant, she would tell the glrl Lo.-

Qgetirld of itﬁ'if she did not love it. She would suggest adoptlon

\rather‘than‘ahortion‘since'"there is a long;waiting.list 'ofrpeople



'”f"wantingxto adopt'babies.‘,waever;,if the*girl'were'pregnant by a "nigger

a

'5,;the girl ‘should abort since people will not adopt a "half and half "

’sAbortlon depends on the person but Kathy would not adv1se her frlends to
& do 1t. Whatever she would suggest, she thlnks that the flnal declsion is
*the glrl's and no one can or should 1nterfere w1th ‘the girl s cholce

Kathy sald she never thought "bad of illegltlmacy. It is some?“

"kthlné that happens A glrl makes a mlstake and gets caught. People
.shonld not condemn,the'girl; The older nelghbors in her neighborhood
scondemn Kathy andfgos3ip They do not thlnk she should keep the baby,
but Kathy thinks what they do is wrong.

*.According to Kathy's Way of thinking;'the Only‘difference betveen

sa legltlmate and 1lleglt1mate famlly is- that the mother wlll "have 1t

’d“rougher 31nce'there is no father She is re pon31ble for the baby, not -

."VJ ;the grandparents, and therefore the mother will have to rear the chlld

alone., Other than that Kathy can see no dlfference.

Kathy is a 16 year old eleventh grader who hates school. She is-
eager to find any excuse she can to av01d cnmlng to class However;‘her L
mother urges her to flnlsh and in fact brlngs her to school In spite'of
Kathy's negatlve attltude toward school, she 1s learnrng, especially'when:
the nurse'brings films and has discussionsv Kathy watched the film showh
ing delivery'four times. . When she delivered her baby, she did not put up
B any fuss as omne would expect. Many of her fears were»ellmlnated by her
,knowledge'of delivery, and the doctor was very*pleased with'her behavionr{

| Although the doctor adv1sed Kathy to be careful of her welght

she often made daily trlps to the baker and 1ndu1ged in various pastrles.

It seems‘that'Kathy‘thlnks thevworld revolves,around herr ‘She expects

n
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}.fhher mother to do what Kathy'wants 1mmed1ately “She“isfupset'if her

'TYimother does not arrrve promptly to plck her up at school CHer'mother,j'

"1;fhas a dlfflcult t1me controlling her

Novoucor

Unfortunately for her, some of the aura of motherhood is begln- B

-enlng to’ tarni h She seeins to’ be hav1ng a deflcult time adJustlng to

Iy “her neWMrole. Kathy does not want to get up at night to care for the

L‘rbaby, so she makes her mother “do so ‘She’ was repulsed at the thought :

: of nurs1ng her baby even though other g1rls wanted ' to nurse theirs.

'\Kathy is in many ways a very unreallstlc and immature "11ttle girl. W
hﬂl The teacher has been trylng to help Kathy relate to her 31tuat10n as anp,

» adult._

' ?JOYCI‘«
Joyce is the youncest of.the glrls interviewed. | She was fourteen”
.'hhen she‘became pregnant. She bel1eves that when a fellow 1s lovlng her 3
hbodybhe isAloving hertrtéhe had 1ntercourse w1th other*fellows be31des’-
the father, although the father 1s the only boy with whom she has ever R
vgone steadyt - Often she Would spend nlghts w1th her glrlfrlends and then
r;Tsﬁeak.out and "mess around.

“Joyce is not a ver§ pretty 15 yeariold; vHer'face is sufferlngg.’
from blemishes and shexis overneight' The~doctor was fearful of her .
hav1ng toxeh1a 1f she d1d not watch her welght and drlnk enough water.

Joyce is- the eldest of flve chlldren and feels that she is the unloved

v»one.- Her younger 31ster is crlppled and always recelved so much more

o dattentlon. When Joyce brought the baby home from the hospital, she agaln

. felt left out. She remarked to the teacher, "Mother pays more attention.

nto the baby than me



There is a p0531b111ty:that Joyce may be pregnant agaln. Soon- h
’ c:after her return from the hospital she made 1ove wlth her uncle. Her{}p"
'tplea for Justlflcatlon was, "but he was so klnd and tender. . She has

not had a menstrual perlod yet.¢ No one knows of thlS p0351ble pregnancy.

Nelther Brent nor. Joyce used any contraceptlves.; They d1d not
‘dlscuss the nse of contraceptlves or the p0351b111ty of pregnancy, al—
‘though she thought she mlght get pregnant "one. of these days, but not so'h
soon." |
Ll ,Cousins introdnCed”Joyce'tO'Brent.‘ He was’ 18 and a hlgh school
dropont.‘ Joyce kHEW‘hlm four months before she became pregnant TheYi
,,ifirst month she sklpped her perlod, she was not worrled She was happy
pwhen she found out she was pregnant. Brent did not f1nd out untll she S
'f.was four months; although Joyce saW'hlm durlng that tlme.' Joyce planned
Jto tell hlm, but hlS 31ster—1n-law told him flrst. , |
Brent’dld not llke the 1dea of her pregnancy He wanted her to
abort the babyr When she’ refused, he offered to marry~her but would
not pay maternlty enpenses and Chlld support
Joyce has no contact with h1m now,‘though she thought she would
o marry him heforehshe became pregnant. Now she has noeplans to do so, -
"especially afterv"what'he did to'me!" JJoyce confdsed.herdstory a littfen~'
at this point. She said she’ broke up with him before the baby was born.;,
Then she decided: not to marxy hlm when he broke up w1Lh her. ‘Brent has
i . o

‘never seen’ the baby and she does not 1ntend to let hlm.

preactlons to Her Illegltlmate Pregnancy

\\"Joyce’announced'the"news(of her pregnancy‘to hernfamily'when she



'*h was two months pregnant.» Shertold her mother and father together Théy,‘
‘wele not happy and suggested an . ahortion.. Her mother was “hurt. Joyce Jf.';{
’wanted the baby‘and refused to- abort., Her younger brothers ‘and sisters to w
“,Wanted her to keep the baby also. Her parents then told her it was up\’v
to her. (When Joyce s mother brought her to Esperanza the first day, ’

‘fher mother told the teacher that Joyce thought she knew~everyth1ng :BJ;:fI.

(

her mother was sure Joyce could 1earn somethlng while there at school

. Her mother sa1d that Joyce needed to 1earn to make: dec1s1ons for herself )

_The famlly 1iked Brent at flrst but now~do not. They were in favour of
"'-marrlage prlor to her pregnancyw However; since he was not able 'to pay '
for what he had done," they did not Want her to marry‘hum |

| Brent told hlS famlly. Hls parents are drvorced His mother'hady o

’wdno suggestlons, but she d1d not belleve 1t was hle. HlS father whois

:zr in a rest home, wanted Joyce to keep the baby and ‘name it after h1m _Ther‘

'k? famlly did not offer to help wlth expenses. Joyce dld not know Brent svd

tamlly very well and she was not sure if they llked her or not. She_has‘?
. had no contact w1th them 31ncedher pregnancy . |
Most of Joyce s. frlends were shocked When they heard of her’preg-'d
r‘vnancyu Some suggested that she keep the baby and others adv1sed abortlon.:
h‘Her frlends 11ked Brent "pretty well" but some of them d1d not want. her “
:tommxyhmrm’v | B | |

| Joyceblecentiy moved out. of her home to ltve w1th some frlends
fThe couple.has»a small Chlld;;'ShP'Sald,She moved away because her fraends‘”
jvhad been "hassllng her, but rntends to‘move back home. ~Even though:sheﬂ=ﬁ h

is gone from home her mother contlnues to. brlng her to school Her'*

b fparents areustlll supporting her She is not on welfare and hopes to get S
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:fia job soon.A When»she»does'work;‘herfmother‘willdtake care of the'baby.f'
| dWhlle in school Joyce often brings the baby Wlth her Her'familv-is".
:hvsupposed to move to Nebraska sometlme soon and she- plans to go w1th them.
She lS not sure how she wrll flnrsh her three xemalnlng yeals of school
'”When they move. She 1ntends to move oot on her own even’ though not mar~.
bdrled when they move to Nebraska.-d -
| Her 8001a1 llfe has been reduced to:non~e%istence.'.Once‘pregnant;
'b:Brent‘never:bothered to take her'ootr -He Camevby to*seebher, and.tele;fﬂ
vphoned'Onlv once.- Although she does ‘not plan to date at ‘the present,‘.
- Joyce does hope to get married eventually to someone other than the

hfather-ln the future."l

i ‘At-titudes Toward IlleOitiJnacj R
o | Four of Joyce s" frlends have become pregnant 1lieg1trmately and
“all eventually marrled the father ’iQne of the girls was her nelghborr'
oThe nelghbor became-pregnant byrBrent'ehcousin. iJovcevalso‘had an aunt.
"bwho‘bore.three‘illegitimate babiesﬂand kept them all; Her -aunt wae inf.
her'late twentiesowhen”she‘Was pregnant the first'time.i Jovce only'knOWsiV
fof_Brent'eaconsin in‘Brent's tamily. | | |
| Joyce thlnks that many . of the students gossip about the pregnant
"girl The glrl is. usually the subJect of the g0531p even though the -
’father is usually known. She also thlnks that fellows think a glrl is :
ban easy 1ay once_ she has been pregnant. - .
‘ If a friend of Joyce s were-oregnant illegitimately; she would
‘dadvise the glrl to keep her baby rather than adopt or abort If the_;“
girl loves the father, then they should marry ' prever, rf‘the girl-_'b

© does not_marry,.she'should stlll,keep the baby._‘After,ali, if;~uy0ﬁ can_



get pregnant, you can keep it.; You are responsrble for 1t.

Joyce thanks there is a drfference between legltlmate and ille-=

T'*? gitlmate motherhood She feels the mother is not as close to the baby |

- when the mother is not marrled. She feels that because the mother does*f

"ffnot have the supportlve 1ove of'a husband, she cannot love her baby as’

"f‘muoh The mother has to be mother and father to the baby

o Joyce answered her questlons brlefly, often not offerlng much

w‘_ rnformatlon. Lonellness and h1tterness crept 1nto her responses Whenv
bfshe spoke of her pregnancy; she seemed to thlnk of herself as a pa581ve'

“l~v1ctum, rather than an actlve part1c1pant. She made several references

";f‘to "What he had done to me" and "after what he’ dl'

Joyce has brought the baby to school 31nce hlS blrth., She keeps -

;:the baby in- hls portable crlb next to her constantly Whlle she does her :
lld work and often stops what she 1s d01ng to hold and admlre the baby. »

‘tseems as though‘thls is the only person that Wlll love and care for her,
and she can love and care. for someone w1thout gettlng hurt or pregnant;_h*l

| Joyce has done poorly 1nvschool Slncebshe cannot read well,

. the teacher gave her an elementary phonlcs and spelllng book. She 1s:f’f
f'dalso very poor in math. Thls appears to be frlghtenlng to her. She is

‘worrred about budgetlng her money, shopplng, and keeplng house when' she.y

iS on. her own.

»’HEAIHER
. Unllke the other glrls, Heather never intended to marry Steve
"~ and. otlll has no 1ntent10ns of dorng S0 She has known him for four °

':'fyears/and dated him for two. Heather knew Steve s sister and met hﬁn‘



1';she Was two’ months.

a

“Whenfshe7Waafout‘fOr a-walk. Steve has flnlshed school and is nlneteen

Heather and Steve had 1ntercourse prior to her pregnancy' Nerther o

' used contraceptlves“ nor. discussed their use. She said that she had -
- thought about pregnancy'and "figured she would get pregnant." However,"‘
-she would dec1de what she would do when that tlme came. ‘She was 11v1ng
j’wmth Steve when she became pregnant at thelr apartment ln November, 1971.

_ Heather was. happy when she’ dlscovered she was pregnant She .

va;nanted to keep the baby.¢ She is. very much opposed to abortlon. Being»:

: Cathollc, she thrnks it is murder ' She’ was three weeks pregnant when
she knew she was pregnant; although lt was not off1c1a11y conflrmed until.

Heather told Steve when she was three months He had no reactlon,v

: “lbut thought he had better get a Job At the tlme ‘of: the 1nttrv1ew, he

Was stlll looklng.‘ He advised her to keep the baby and offered to marry ffd7f.

'_her but she. sald he dld not really want to. He also offered to pay ex—

’ penses, but 1s paylng nothlng yet.‘ Heather is not 11v1ng w1th him now,"'
hﬁbut they stlll keep~1n touch‘ He calls and they‘v151t each other and .

- she goes w1th h1m to dlnner on Weekends at hlS parents home. |

'Reactlons to Her Illegltlmate Pregnancy

Heather told her mother about her pregnancy at four months Her

':,mother was very angry. She has never consented to allow Heather to keep

B the’baby Heather said her mother "is st111 mad about 1t" although her

mother does not know Gteve.’ Her: parents are. dxvorced and Heather has

o seen her father only once elnce her preonancy. He did not oay anythlng.

'[ Steve tola hrs famlly when she was three months pregnant.‘ They sald

]

‘ZVnothlng and gave no adv1c
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:fvt;fresent Situationv
B Heather is 31xteen and 1n the eleventh grade; he.has one full'
81ster who is older There are thirty»sxx step, half and foster 31b11ngs
: altogether, although she does not know~many of them. Her parents are d.;
‘ dlvorced and her mother has remarrled ‘Her father has marrled twelve :
?times'(three‘bf}themdto her'mother). She has lived with het’ motherlabOut'
E six ﬁonths everyvyear‘all of her life. ThefOther:sinbmonths she spend“s:‘»=
) .With.her father rgrandmother dand/or‘Sister. |
| HEather is presently 11v1ng with her nother who is supporting her,
She_lntends to 11ve with Steve after the baby-ls born and he will then.
'support them. After the baby s blrth, she w1ll probably receive welrare.
: Heather intends to flnlSh school 1f‘posslble. ‘She is working
vpart trme now and wants to contlnue after the baby‘ns born  The babylsh
.'godmother w1ll care for the baby.' Heather does not know What she w1ll

'do,about school°after the*babv"is born;

‘”'Attltude Toward Illegltlmacy

Students at school do not usually thlnk much about a girl belng
pregnant accordlng to Heather.‘ She'sald she does not thlnk there is much’
‘gossip. The students just ask what the glrl is g01ng to do w1th the baby.
_ Heather s frlends had no reactlon when they found out about her pregnancy. -
" They dld not offer any advrce, and although they like . Steve, they did not
encourage her to marry him. | |

 Five Of'her friends have‘become pregnant illegitimately. They‘r
all‘keptdthe babyrand threehdf themdeventuallv married.fﬁﬂeather knew’two‘
“of'thevgirls.a; Esperanza-fron highjschool.” Four_ofjherisisters; her

brother's.wife? and‘her”father's girlfriend were pregnant illegitimately.
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““1‘They all kept thelr bahles and;some eventually marrled ' She’knows of

d.t'no 1lleg1timacy in Steve 5. famlly

Heather offered no adv1ce to her frlends When they were pregnant.f""

'F_’She thought they should do what was rlght- If she were t° advise a

b‘ frlend ln the future, she would tell them the same thlng._ If the“glrlfi

?1,lWere to glve the baby up, she WOuld adv1se adoptlon sxnce she is strong~"

’lf,'ly agalnst abortlon.'

Heather thlnks more glrls are keeplng thelr babJes, although
':’she is not sure’ whyx If the glrls d1d not want the bables, they would f?
. 7have aborted them, rather than carrylng them for nlne months and then

btg1v1ng them up for adoptlon.v She also thlnks many glrls do not use blrth‘,

7rfhacontrol because they do not belleve 1n 1t and thlnk 1t 1s wrong. Somex,"

’ '”vV?:do not use contraceptlves because they want to get pregnant.

Heather s attltude toward 1]leg1t1macy has not changed How-‘ f v
”.ever she does thlnk there 1s some dlfference between legltlmacy and 11--{

‘hf‘legltlmacy. She thlnks the blggest dlfference is the soc1a1 pressures—~.

}there 1s a stlgma. She does not thlnk there 1s an actual dlfference for V.h o

the mother and/or baby Although the presence of a father makes a dlf—,"

fiﬁlyference, a mother ‘can rear her baby w1thout a father A father is prefer—:i'

'.,vable and 1mportant but "you can 8 W1thout it if you don t have it

e ELIZABETH‘

Ellzabeth hopes that by keeplng her baby3 she w111 keep her b0y~ a

o frlend She is. 18 1/2 and flnlshlng the twelfth grade. She became preg—’”

HUfyvgnant in Aprll at her home and the baby'was born in January, 1972 She '

'1ntended to flll a’ preacrlptlon for the pill before thls happened
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Nelther Elizabeth;nor Tom used contraceptlves., They talked about_v

‘1f ‘1t but d1d nothlng.v They also dlscussed the p0831b111ty of pregnancy, S

‘ff;although they were not plannlng on 1t.v Tom sald»he wouldr ‘work it out"

' :y:hlf she became pregnant

Ellzabeth had had 1nterconrse‘w1th other fellows before Tom‘ She"b
'di:met Tom, who is 22 at a sw1m party. She had been datlng h;m nine monthsal*v“
"f.before hav1ng sex w1th hlm. Accordlng ta her; "fate had 1t." She becamev o
"pregnant after hav1ng sex w1th th’thﬁ'flrSt time or so. | |
She dlscovered she Was two'monthsfpregnant When'shetwent to'the'
‘physlclan s for a*preserlptlon for the‘pill:-dHerfreaetioniwas oh, no'"
f‘dEiizabeth'considered‘both'adoptiondand abortion."Ifishe'aborted, she 5t
ivwould lose the father, if she kept the baby, she Would ‘have ' the father.

- She dec1ded to keep 1t If thlngsk"dldn t w01k out w1th Tom,' she could

_.glve the. baby up for adoptlon

-;jReactlons to Her~Illeg1t1mate Pregnaneyi-’ B

‘ When Ellaabeth found out she was pregnant, she moved in with her'

‘u;father, although‘her father d1d not knOW‘her condltlon .She stayed abont \y

a month. One day When her father was gone, she moved out to her own

'v‘apartment. That same day her father'conflrmed his suspicion about herv

e _pregnancy by calllng her phy81c1an ¥ he could not do‘anything since she

- had already moved out. | | | ' | | |
-Her.father was in fayour‘of‘her keeping‘the baby uhtil he dise,

covered,the'father'was black.' Then'. her father strongly v01ced his oplnion»

~for adoptlon or abortlon and even trled to bribe her : He-does not want,tq

kmeet 1om. Ellzabeth sald he has now re51gned hlmsel to her dec1slon- hHe:

dbought a erlb for the baby, but °t111 1nsists that he does’ not want to seer"

Tom.



Ellzabeth/considers her;hother "old—fashioned " Her parents are |
'liigorng through a d1vorce;’so‘she‘seehs to thrnk her mother does not have
‘tlme to thlnk about her problems‘ Her mother sald rt was "okay" for herlﬂff'
}1to keep the baby Her sixteen year'old 31ster Would not say anythlng; |

";TEllzabeth calls her a "church glrl‘"' F1nally her sister sald that Ellza—;

‘ o},Lbeth should not keep 1t but rather abort 1t or: glve it up for adoptlon.

7'3f0ther relatives encouraged her not to keep it"

Tom s brother and 31ster—1n—law, who know Ellzabeth told Tom s

s'(fbgmother ahout her pregnancy. Tom told hlS famlly that he and Ellzabeth

- were already~marr1ed HlS famlly now knows that they~are not, but Tom

‘”7;?tald them 1f they had thelr rlngs, they would be.. Tom 'S famlly llves ln

'lﬁffffiTexas.' He came . to Californla three years ago. HlS brother .and 31ster-,

ﬂln—laW'l1ve 1n R1ver51de. H:Lq parents are dlvorced and she does not. know'ﬁ'-’d

.Tom s stepfather s reaction, but Tom srreal father dld not say anythlng.-lbl
| Glrlfrlends encouraged her to abort. They thought she had " h |
u:ffssucker end of the deal " waever, her male frlends said she should keep .
They said 1f they were 1n that 31tuatlon,’they thln " their brOad~ a
f:;‘ought to keep thelr kld "o e ) ROy 3 g
Her friends 11ke Tou,bbut theybdldvnot.press marrlage. They~knew'pbh
3ihhe could not afford 1t She 1ntends to marry someone even 1f she does
.:_not marry Tom.A<She said she willvdatefothervfellows as.long'as heldates

'1_other glrls.:r'“

Elizabeth's parents were. having marita] drfflcultles when she was‘ o

“‘in her mld—tcens Her parents de01ded to send her to 1ive 1n a foster» o .

:k;_”home; Elizabeth,lasted in the home four months. The famlly‘ couldn;t Fi‘;*7*'7
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:uﬁ.handle me, and I couldn € handle Lhem.:‘ At seVenteen and a half, she went

B to court. to contest her parents actlon of placxng her in a. foster home.;j'

‘ :v Ellzabeth was supportlng herself and her unborn baby by welfare ;lulv
: ;hT(AFDC) 51nce her - thlrd month of pregnancy» According to Elizabeth, her'hd;
hﬁ welfare check was messed up, and she dld not recelve the money. 'Shﬁd
’anlted Tom. to move’ln.w1th'her in January; Welfare dlscovered that Tom'ﬂu
‘f,fwas livxng w1th her, ‘thus resultlng in her’ 1ne11g1b111ty for welfare;v
tEllzabeth clalms Lhat she needs Tom s money, therefore, she wants Tom toif

=igstay, but under the condltlon that he does: not "run around nor lle.l

'f:}fEllzabeth says that she w1ll not: marry~hlm untll he ls commrted to her.

”In those terms, however, she has not heen loyal for she messed around"
'gdurlng her pregnancy w1th other fellows.»tir'

Ellzabeth plans to: flnlsh school and would llke to attend col-

:ffilege by enrolllng in nlght school thls summer.t She-ls 1nterested 1n ?li

: dnur51ng, and then eventtally wants to become 1nvolved in a computer and: ad
.probatlon course;g She=plans to work'at a hamburger'stand.ln the mornlng,i
’,.a rootbeer stand in the afternoon, and at a hotel on weekends Ell?abethi

,.kbrlngs the baby~to school w1th her now, but when she beglns working, the Mi._

1.vbaby Wlll be cared by Tom's . brother s mother-lnwlaw; Tom does-not want il,V';H

the. baby to have Just any baby31tter Tom would llke hls daughter to go

r;to college but does not thlnk Ellzabeth should Tom has flnlshed hlgh a

fs'school and "Lrled college," but dld not make 1t. A‘:"' b

’Attltudes Towald lllegltlmacy
Ellzabeth thlnks the’ students made a glrl "feel bad“ ‘when they
.h'learn of. hel pregnancy. Gossap uqual]y follows She»ohserves thatysome,

-of the fellows run if a glrl is pregnant
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: ;Eliéabeth knew. of three girls from high‘sohool,wbo'were students

at'Esperanzaiwhen’sheﬂwas,'fﬁhexalso’had three”friends who were illegitif

~ mately pregnant. One kept the baby, and the father disappeared. Another

. kept her'baby because she was‘jealous of her boyfriend{ She then de-

L p_eided7to give the baby up for adoption to lure back her boyfriend; how—

‘pever;-thié plan did‘not materialize'as she bad hoped The third friend-

":IWHnted’an abortion‘ Ellzabeth advrsed that the girl should 1nform the

o gested' the flnal dec131on is the girl's.

"father, but her stronger suggestlon was for the girl to keep the baby
“untllslt was born. If the mother had no support bv~then, she could
',always glwe 1t up for adoptlon. Elrzabeth emph331zed that she only'sug—.ﬂ
Ellzabeth's mother was pregnant with Elizabeth before she . marrled.
b'She was - not pregnant by her fiance Ellzabeth sald her mother worked as
a waltress‘and often went,out‘w1th wen; Her'mothEr'knew*her fiance one‘i
. week before SHe’had:narrred‘him.-‘He¢§lélnot.know her:mother'was pregnantf
at tbeltlme of'the narriage;l Elizabetb’and ber’fatherisnspect that'per-
haps her'biologlcal father'was black. Elizabeth tbinka her mother can -
, say nothing'about her’pregnaHCy;r Ellzabeth has a half eouSin who‘badb
 kept her baby;ishe‘does not think the COusin married, ,There'is no ille-"
ngltlmacy in Tom famlly of Wthh she knows

Accordlng to El1zabeth hel attltude toward 1llevrt1macy has
not changed much Before she was pregnant Elizabeth had'thought thatvl

fellows would run away if they got a girl plegnant " Elizabeth,thinks

' ”-ethat "some had good tlmJng and some- didn't." Some girls become pregnant

’because‘sex 1s a way of enJoymenL " and some‘ get caught at it." Uie

sneaks up on tbom She thinks that girls use contraceptives as anveasy-
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-ywéy out;' They do not have to worry ‘about pregnancy TheSevgirlsﬂ"letf”
:;;themSelves go." A boy "can’ get somethlng off the glrl and . he doesn't ,f

! She says they rationalize "less r1sk—~less WOTTY. " She‘v

V:need to: worry;
f observes that girls on contraceptlves are "looser" than others. She
.'v”thlnks that it does not matter to these glrls who the fellOW‘lS
Ellzabeth thinks there is a dlfference between 1eg]t1macy and

'1lleg1t1macy. When a mother is 31ngle, she must support herself and her:

%.'baby “It s more convenlent if someone else would support She fears

':lnthat the baby may bear the stlgma, but it would. depend on how you tell

',;him.“ Ellzabeth does thlnk 1t is "bad"bnot to- have a. father around

Ellzabeth's attendance at school has been 1rregular. She lS‘b‘
'iinot requlred to flnlsh school belng that she is- over elghteen Years of
:‘.age, but she wants to graduate; El1zabeth is not. artlculate and, during

. the 1nterv1ew, although she d1d not usually he31tate to answer questions, a

. vshe d1d have dlfflculty trylng to express horself - She contlnually sald

that she and Tom would be married when thlngs were‘rrght " When asked
What she had meant by thlngs being right," She‘responded'with "oh, just
thrngs., Never d1d she clarlfy that statement;v B
' RHONDA

& If a boy, Lhe baby s -name would have been John Wllllam IIIL.
John Wllllam 1 was hlS father, John William II hls half brother John
Wllllam I lHSlSLed that every son of hts he named after h1m and the
'vmothers seemedvto_agree " If the baby were a glrl, she would carry
'Johnf$'1a§€'“amet» Rhonda was the thlrd girl to‘bear hlm a ch11d. ‘At

15, she is an unmarried mother‘of a little girl.
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‘PerSOnaifRelationship WithVJohniV

Rhonda was 14 years old when she becamevpregnant.f Conception-
”occurredhln May whlle in- the home of her sister—ln-lawu She had been T
:idatlng John one and a half years before she became pregnant. (Rhonda L‘;

Ahf»and John had met on the street ) Rhonda had had sex Wlth hlm prlor to

- pregnancy, and also had sex Wlth two other fellows before dating John.
:‘Llnda (mother number two) was SlX months pregnant when Rhonda became o

pregnant.v Rhonda refused to explaln hOW‘thlS happened, since she had

“.ivremarked that she had been datlng John steadlly for one and . a half. years.3:1

iHowever, she dld not verlfy the fact that he was datlng her steadlly O

':3:>haduring that tlme., (When Rhonda dld not w1sh to answer a questlon, she

: ~_W0uld act as if she did not understand the questlon horamount of
erxplalnlng Would clarlfy it for her )
Rhonda had Just fllled a phy31c1an E prescrlptlon for the plll

jhvwhen-shevbecame pregnant. She and John had dlscussed the use of contra— B

N

T 1cept1ves, but John used none. They*also dlscussed the p0381b111ty of

pregnancy.»’Rhonda s story changes'somewhat'at thls?pOLnt. Prev1ously,“
Rhonda had stated that she and John Were g01ng together for one and. a l.'ﬂ

chalf years.‘ She now~had clalmed that she had met John whlle he was: datlng

- 'Z.Llnda.' John and Rhonda began 'messing around " - John- had dec1ded that

'*:he would rather have Rhonda ‘bear his Chlld, even’ thoughlLlnda was already»:

fnregnant.> Rhonda never mentloned anythlng about mother number one. |
Although Rhonda s pregnancy'was not officrally conflrmed untll

’the fourth.month, Rhonda clalmed she Just knew the flrst day She

k did not have her menstrual perlod; Whlch confirmed ner susplclons Rhon-‘_

"da felL nelther happy n01 oad when pregnancy occurred ’ Sne wanted to.f
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keep the baby since it would be her frrst '"Iowould neVer put it up for
':adoptlon.- She would rather abort Rhonda was not sure -why she would |
,not adopt ‘het’ baby out- although 1ater in the 1nterv1ew; she remarked

h you suffer nine months to have. 1t, what s the use of giving it away?"

| John also Just knew she was. pregnant and was happy. Rhonda{

- states’ that "every man should have a son—-marrled or not.t'>(Perhaps in'

k';her thlnklng, thlS is characterlstlc of man's v1r111ty ) John demanded

e Rhonda to keep the baby, and threatened to hurt her 1f she ' got r1d of

S it." He supported hls threat wlth‘the argument why'should you put the
baby up for adoptlon when your mother dldn t adopt you out?™, Rhonda-
. seemed to 1ncorporate thls argument ‘into her own thlnk;ng,vfor she used

it in her defense of antr—adoptron;l_;'

 Reactions to Her Illegitimate Pregnancy

Together John and Rhonda told her famlly When she was about

four months'pregnant, She observed her’ mother as being neither happv

: ”,"nor sad;f‘Her mother'encouraged Rhonda,to keepvthe baby, and spoke against.

g’adOption;‘ Shehdid not suggest abortion; If Rhonda had not wanted theh
‘baby;‘she nould have aborted‘hefore this;*;Her brothers and’sisters'were;-’{
surprised.b'Her‘eldest brother'was'disappointed becauserRhonda had not
informed him sooner. he did think‘it was a "beautifui'thing" as long‘hg
as she "got her'edueation." According.to Rhonda;’the*seoond_eldestvf'
brother did not seem-to underStand She said‘that‘he wasaglad but
| .thought she was too young. Rhonda s father did not knOW'that Rhonda 3
‘was pregnant. ‘He now knows through_Rhonda s grandmother Rhonda's:

other relatives knOW'aboutnthe baby, but,Rhonda feels that they shouid'»

‘have ho-'say in her decision about the child. The family likes John.
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*Hf»Her mother allows John to v1s1' and to call Rhonda.v !

Rhonda is unsure when John told hls mother, but thlnks it was ».‘

ﬁsometxme durlng her fourth.month of pregnancy Has motherswas upsets‘v*

~

;ipartlcularly srnce Llnda Was already pregnant. _She had suggested that

'qsvilf Johnvwere_tO’marry,jlt should.be t0'L1nda., John sald he wanted

T

”b:’nothlng to do w1th Llnda., If he were to marry, Rhonda claims that 1t

‘ﬁ:would be to her. John's mother made no suggestlons about Rhonda s baby,,

: fi-Rhonda felt 1t vas none of her bus1ness.n Rhonda has VlSlted John's

"mother mth the baby

Rhonda and John were- engaged before pregnancy. She’claimsi'

:ﬂ],that they are not ready to marry now. If and when they do, they will

- Present Sltuatlon

S llve Wlth her mother for a short tlme. No deflnlte plans and dates b“;°
’:have been made but she sees John everyday.~“’

Frlends d1d not say anythlng about her pregnancy, although her;

ffl,cousln was exc1ted about the baby Rhonda made it clear that no one ’

[RE had anythlng to say~about her baby‘LU‘

Rhnnda JS a. 15 year old black glrl who has llved in Rubldoux:.‘;.'"
'ﬂfor about elght years., Because of Esperanza s contract system, she"
1‘lhopes to flnlsh the eleventh 8rade 1n June.v She ‘is the thlrd chlld 1nh'o
a'famrlyjof:seven‘chlldren She has two older brothers (both who havevﬁ
‘:}been9inbjail),'three’younger‘81sters, and one younger brother. Her
sparents are dlvorced ~and her’ mother has not remarrled.. Anparently ;

s she has.- no contact w1th her fa*her, for she does not know where he'"

I rlxves.. She con31dels herself a Baptlst

: Rhonda s mother 1s presently houSlng her. She”is,snpporting‘herwiv
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:'self through Welfare s AFDCf from whlch‘her mother is pald for rent and
vtifood. John wlll sometlmes glve Rhonda money‘ or brlng somethlng for the

';babyt (When applylng for welfare Rhonda would not state John as the ;3

"T'father ) He does not nOW‘have a steady JOb but when he does, he pro— e

»,mises to pay chlld support prlvately.. Apparently‘Llnda has flled for

‘rchlld support but John does not pay(, When he becomes employed he is ’;h*' .

N

:to see the dlstrlct attorney s0° as to begln maklng payments. Aoaln, ,‘7

athonda sald nothlng about mother number one. (The teacher thought that.-

'fJohn had managed to conv1nce all three of the mothers not to state hum‘
-%as the father ‘S0 he would not have to pay Chlld support )

When Rhonda flnlshes school in a year, she 1nLends to work full

V"tlme. Her mother wall take care of the baby, as she 1s now d01ng whllef'h;J

f'Rhonda 1s in school Rhonda hopes to flnlsh,the yea ‘ thsperanza,-and-ﬁ-J'
. then to return touregular hlgh school for her ‘senior year,:

i’Attltudes Toward Illegqtlmacy

Accordlng to- Rhonda, most of the students at school usually

' g6331p when a glrl becomes pregnant.‘ They generally assume that the e

:"va glrl is. too young and 1nexper1enced to take proper care of her baby

2 R?Rhonda sa1d that she pald llttle attentlon to thelr attacks, espe01ally

1181nce one of ‘the glrls who’had done much of the talklng is nOW‘pregnant.i'
| Although Rhonda knew none of the glrls at Esperanza prior to :

her pregnancy, several of her frlends have become pregnant 111eg1t1mately.

‘iWhen approached ‘as to what they d1d Wth thelr bables, Rhonda responded

, "Keep them, what else?"_ She reported that the grrls never ‘get rid of the -

: bahres, and thus far most of" them have not marrled., Rhonda never of ered ,3

Tto them any adv1ce, malnly becausc she was not aSkEd




hhen Rhonda became pregnant,‘aheuasked no advlce from her’

;frrends.. She claimed theyv"have nothlng to say about the baby It |
7.tls the’ glrl and the father Whp decrde What to do WLth the baby Heri;du
'efrlends accept John but agaln, they~vorce no oplnron.,’ -

| Illegltlmacy runs in Rhonda s famlly.; Several of her aunts have
lept thelr bables, a few of them" eventually marrled the father Present*
, ly one of the glrle in Esperanza is pregnant by Rhonda s _¢ousin. ﬁhonda‘
valso has a. step31ster (a stepdaughter of" her father' s) who kept her - -
baby, and is now g01ng to marry someone other than the father When
_asked if there were any addltlonal 1nstances of rliegltlmacy, Phonda

hedged,and said no.'

The teacher commented that her two year old bro-
_the'r"“:v‘rsv’ille‘gi’ti'n»late.‘~ Rhonda sald ‘her mother never remarrled after her
":diVorce;"HOWever;fthe'baby,carrieswaedifferentflaSt name'than does
_Rhonda and her mother | |
: John 'S famlly also has a’record of rliegltlmacy\ His srster-kj

,in—iaw'had three bables before she marrled HlS srster kept her baby
. and married 1ater' His cousln kept her baby‘but dld not marry. Also,'
Rhonda s baby 1s John's thlrd lllegltlmate Chlld |

| : Rhonda belleves‘that thevfather has,a‘great rnfluence on thé5
girl's decision regarding the baby. She obéerves:that‘oenerally‘the
father wants the girl to keep the'baby Even 1f he does not marry her;
‘he wants hisvscn to‘carryvhis name;v ("Every~man wants a; oon'") Rhonda
‘thinks thaL mnost ngls give the baby the father s 1ast name ‘even if
,;theycdo‘not marry. If the’ glrl dld not. have her baby carly\the father s‘

-1asL name, " and marrled someone other than the father,lthe baby~wou1d not‘

vknow hls father. (Apparently she fe1t that a hueband should ‘not adopt

¢
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ﬁis Wife's.child;)

Rhonda clalms that her attrtude toward 1llegrt1macy has not
changed since her pregnancy She feels that most people think there is
a dlfference between legitimacy and 111eg1t1macy, Rhonda does not acknowln
edge this dlfference. If she were to offer advice; she’ Would suggest B
‘that the girl keep the’ baby, marrled or not. After all, "my mother
did not glve me up for adoptlon ‘ Rhonda saye that she'just "can't
see edoptlon.

| As long as the'father'"stafs around; it's okay Co) Now, she and
~ John can leave each other since they have no commltment to each other.
Clrcomstdnces would be different 1f Rhonda‘and John were married. Iﬁ
‘»marriage,‘they‘wouldrheVe the'"chrld in common.' If he’Were to desert
her'duriﬁg marriage;'she'Woﬁld keep his name, Rhonda~feltlthat the.\
baby would Benefit if the’parente'werevmarried. The baby would know
:itS'father; She did not comment- about the effects on the baby of its
1lleg1t1mate status, otherw1se, nor, was the issue. of financial support
brought up.

" Rhonda spoke less comfortablyfih the lnterview than she did in
the classroom. Perhaps in knowing that.her rebponses were belng recorded,
she hesitated. ‘Rhonda had spoken freely of Llnda while in the classroom,
and that Linda had been lnv1Led to Rhonda's baby shower. She did not
attend, but did send a gift after the babv was born. During the inter-
view, Rhanda hPSlLated talklng about Linda, and then asked, "You know
, ‘about Linda?" The 1nterv1ewer responded’ affllmatlvely Rhonda then
proceeded to speak oore freely of Liuda. She refused to'talk of her

mother's 1lleg1t1macy ‘She would not acknowledge it during the interview.
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Durlng the two months prlor ta’ delivery, Rhonda had no contact
;w1th John.o'He did ‘not call her. After the birth of the baby, John
!hovered over mother and daughtergconstantly For almost a month fol~

low:.ng dellvery, John would not allow Rhonda to comé to ‘school. When - ‘

: she was flnally able to attend John would accompany~her to school often7v'

stay for a feW hours, then come back to take her’ home.' On one occaslon,;
f[the teacher had to ask hlm to leave after’ several hours.'
In the classroom, Rhonda revealed very little about her famlly

) When she dld mentlon them, lt was. when she was knlttlng ar c10chetlng

| »:h.something for them. Apparently she had not yet faced the full respon—

v:31b111ty of motherhood Presently she is dependent on Welfare, her
:_‘mother, and John She made no comment of the lncreased respon31o111ty
'l;due ‘to. her belng‘unmarrled She related to Llnda as lf she were playlng
iltgames or "house, and not as tne mother of her chlld's half-brother.
'-;Rhonda belleves that When John dec1des ‘to marry; he w1ll marry her. 'She
' apparently feels that she w1ll not end up 1n the same predlcament as‘

: mother one and mother two. - -
- GIRLS WHO HAVE]MARRIED
' The follow1ng section is compr:sed of summaries of 1nterv1ews
‘§}W1th six glrls who have married and kept thelr bab1es.> All concelved
illegitimatelv. The glrls wanted to marry, but were not granted pa1en~,
’ tal perm1531on, thelefore, Lhey Ltlllzcd the norm of legltlmacy in a
'manlpulatlve Way in order to per uade thelr parents 1nto giving Lhem

"b'pelmisqion to marry These ngls 1ntended to conform Lo the norm of

“Legrtimacy.’f
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’bbl Clndy is a very pretty 31xteen year old who married when she was
.flve months pregnant. She and Gene were engaged and lntended to marry
vvln June,'1972; Otherythan.foam that a’frlend gave.her.when:the frlenda"'
n.hfilledla Prescriptionvfor théfPild;*she'nor Cenefusedicontraceptivés; nor
did they dlSCUSS their use;‘ Clndy sald she d1d not use’ the foam because
hshe did not care if she dld get. pregnant:‘ Gene wanted her to get preg—b
»inant so they could marry sooner.; She said Lhat "all of a sudden she was
pregnant. She had engaged in 1ntercourse prlor ‘to pregnancy, "but not
ivery often and only with: Gene.‘ |

At three and a half months, the doctor told her she was pregnant
'nsdalthough Clndy had guessed before that. At flrst because her perlods
‘were always 1rregular, she snspected nothlng | However; Gene suspected
".lt after the first month; Besides sklpplng her,period; she was also
slck ~Both Gene'and'Cindy‘were pieased'aBOUt the pregnancydand wanted
_to keep the baby : They'decided'to marry sooner.
Gene is 18.f Cindy metchimfatvschoOl,and‘has‘known him forafourf’
years. She has been:datinghhim all of that time. ALl her friemds like
l_him,tandlsome have_evenvdated him before her: ,She'said”his friends areg
. good to her. Gene is presently:working_part time in'a restaurant and
'will finish‘school in'June.l'Cindy is also working part,timeq' She _i
attended‘sunmer‘school, so she finishedechOol at midterm; However; she
vas attendLng Esperan7a to get out of the" house and aiso to learn about

pre and’ PObL natal care, and how‘to knit and crochet

‘”Reactlons to, Her Illegltlmate Pregnancy :

' Genc and Cindy told their iamllles about the pregnancy at about
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'rfthree and a half months, as soon‘as the doctor. told them. They told
'iGene 8 mother flrst Her reactlon was "When are you-gettlng marr1ed7"
l~;She adVJsed them ‘to marrym Gene and Clndy had dec1ded to .tell his mother
hifirst since wasfyounger than Clndy s parents and hopefully would more

{3readrly understand Hls father is deceased Gene s two. brothers were' . -

L fhappy for them C1ndy is treated llke a member of Gene's famlly the

‘»~7two brothers call her 'gis."

“Because Clndy s father has abtemper, Gene s motherradv1sed them‘
'1to 1nforn Clndy s parents separately. When Clndy father was told hef
;ibecame angry and upset He clalmed he'"knew it would happen Cindyé.”rb"
~and Gene were hurt when her father sald he once trusted Gene.' Gene is

o well llked by~01ndy s famlly.f The confrontatlon ended up in an argument 2

' f}w1th her father ' Clndy'and Gene 1ntendeu to tell Clndy mother at the

;isame tlme, but they were upset, so 1eft Clndy s father decided even—

hitually that marrlage and keeplng the baby Would be the best solutlon/

| Clndy*s father told her mother who was hult because Gene and

vfiClndy dld not tell her in person ' She felt that she was belng excluded
-but Gene and Clndy were afrald she would not undcrstand ‘Her mother also
‘though 1t best thaL they marry Clndy sald‘her parente love Gene as,a‘SOn.

Clndy seems to be very close to her older brother and only~s1b—

' 1ing;‘;Hevwas very understandlng_and»supportlveiof‘the_marrrage. She

' feels .that she can'corlfide" 1n hlm anytime.‘ A

lrlends of Gene and Crndv were happy about tue pregnancy They

: ”bireallzed that Cindy and Gene Were engaged to be married, 80 they offered

'no;advlce.r'
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'i5Present-Situation'_v L

They are llvlng w1th hrs,mother whlle awa1tlng the arrlval of
the baby They dec1ded to 11ve w1thrhls mother, thlnklng she would be
' more understandlng. There was also more room- w1th his mother. However,»

‘ rshe has since found out that her mother-1n~1aw 1s not 50 sympathetlc.;1f

‘ She is very unhappy although her mother—ln-law 1s not aware of it. Even IR

'ftt{thpugh C?ndy has flnlshed her schoollng, she st111 attends Esperanza to
‘?fh;get away from her mother—ln—law._fr hfnif;.h DR "a.‘ ‘_,» ﬂhw‘“
| Gene knows of Clndy s unhanplness and promlses to accept her.
s_parents ‘1nv1tatlon to move. in w1th them and Wlll do so’ before the babyv‘
hls~born.t Clndy th;nks they w1ll stay wlth her parents untll the baby is
"_about a month 01&” and Lhen move out on thelr own. Clndy does not 1ntend
.flto work after the baby 1s‘born._ Gene w1ll get a full tlme JOb in June‘

:hﬁand support them.iﬁ | | - . E o |
i Bes1des thelr narents ;support’ both Gene and Clndy‘are worklng
part tlme in restaurants.f Clndy 1s not on welfare, but is rece1v1ng

,‘Med1~Cal They are paylng for room and board even though hls mother has -

o not asked for 1t.~'

. ‘Attitvud'e's"'Towardﬁllleg‘it:imacv .
Clndy does not thlnk her attltude toward Jllegltlmacy has changed

1

"’t happens all of the tlme. She does not thlnk 1t 1s bad fTheb’

since
'students at school usually do g0381p, generally‘more about the girl than
u_the fellow.

Clndy attrlbutes part of her father s vlolent reactlon to his '

fown 81tuatlone Whlle in the serVLCe, he got a woman pregnant then mar- SR

'hH:r;ed her,h However he left her and now has no contact w1th the woman or
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A

“ivhis soa. That is the‘only 111egit1macy in Clndy s famlly.: She said

' r'that Gene had an uncle who got a voman pregnant and then married her.h

| $he had about five frlends who were pregnant lllegltlmately; fﬁ
‘dalthough,all marrled and kept the baby hone would.have an abortlon or -
conSLdervadoptlon, She only knew one girl at Esperanza When she flrst.

' dbeganfattending..‘ R ‘ |

| L If-éindy'were~tofadvise‘a'friend.hho;wae-pregnant illegitimately;v
".kshe would encourage her to keep 1t, although it would depend on the s1t—'

uation. Belng Cathollc, she had qualms about abortlon. Although she

ﬂ'ﬂdld not- favour adoptlon, it was better than abortlon.

C;ndy thlnks ;t‘ls better to bear»chlldren legitimately. JThe
»famiiy ie,more.sure'of support;: She thinks some of the hardshlps of
: 111eg1txmacy*are that the father leaves, often there 1s no steady‘support;
band the glrl haq the respon31b111ty of belng both mother and fatherf
| Although Clndy'was somewh t'nerv1ous at the beglnn;ng of the
' 1nterv1ew she calmed down and spoke freelyuand ea31ly She seemed to'.
sparkle when she»spoke,of Gene and oten SaldthW much in love she is
“Wlth hlm, and feels conf dent that he loves her JUSt as much The&iare
very obtlmlstlc about thelr future. -
Clndy is learn;ng to crochet'and knit,rand acquiring additional
informatiOn and'nateriai fron.thebnurse'and teacher’abOUt;nregnancj and
mOtherhood; She seemed to be rather'naive,about:the resnonaibility‘of
&motherhood but is very eagcr to" learn all that she can; Even thouéh

wnot requlred her attendance at, Espelanza is very‘regular.;

CLISAT

' Lisa is pregnant because she wanted to keep Don. - Her parents,
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“particutarlyiher mother, opposed hisa’s"relationship;with Don. She féela

Z'hher mother is preJudleed agalnst Don because he is Mex1can. When she

‘would not end the relatlonshlp Wlth hlm, her parents began puttlng re—'*

x“”'strictlons cn the frlendshlp. Don was no 1onger allowed to: take Llsa to

".school She could see hlm only once a week on tne weekend ‘Her mother

R expected them to stay in the same’ room Wlth her and watch television,

‘She would get upset 1f they went Ainto’ another room to talk prlvately
';;The mother Would not allow Llsa to go out ‘with Don When he came. 'The‘ ’

: parents also made stlpulatlonsvon the’ phgne conversatlons; allow1ng herv°'
f'jto talk for ten minutes to h;m: |

Llsa said her parents "folced her’ toiget‘pregnant. ~ When her
f}fparents were gone, Don would sneak over; It was during one of these‘
hatPrlvate se331ons that L1sa became!uregnant.‘fNeither‘of‘them used Contra‘.
o ceptrves:‘nor dld Lhey dlscuss thelr use; However they‘did consider;ther

N pOSSlblllty of pregnancy; They did not' care 1f Lisa d1d ‘get pregnant

n.;for then they'could marry If she were not pregnant Llsa was afraid her

;;tparents would end the relatlonshlp She 1n31sted dur;ng the interview
’that she dld not getApregnant to hurt her’ parents. Lisa and Don intendedi‘
to marry in about a year and a half, even though her parents objetted

| Llsa‘found out she was pregnant whlle‘at her’ slster—ln—raw s.x
She was 1n1t1ally scared since she was not w1th‘Don or her parents 'éhe
told Don as soon as she could. In case he dld not~want to "stick by her,
Llsa felL thlS would glve her plenty of- tlme to dec1de what to do. She"
f;douhts_that she would haVe aborted'the babyg but rather~giVen it up for
ﬁhadoption.n She Ielt that if Don 1eft her, it would be better to glve the

baby wqy3 rather than keeping 1L.



‘ "Reactlons to Her Illegltlmate Pregnanty
Llsa was four months pregnant when her mother asked her about her'

' condltlon. The next day Don came over, and qua Don, and her parentb s

L discussed the 31tuat10n. Her mother cried whlch hurt Llsa. Her mother

‘wanted her to abort.r Don told her of thelr marrlage plans, and eventuallyi_i.
o L1sa s mother told them to do what they wanted Her father was more . qup- }
B jportlve.{ Hevwas not agalnst the marrlage and 11ked Don. Llsa felt her :

‘;father took 1t "qu1te well" even though.he was upset and hurt. Llsa felt :
she hed "done somethlng wrong.»j Even though Llsa delloerately got preg—?
: ,nant, she Stlll feJt gullty about her’ 1lleg1t1mate cond1t10n. In order
to rectlfy her gullt her parents took them to Las Vegas to marry when :
bh-she was flve months pregnant;_7{'
| . Llsa has two older halffbrothers, an adopted older sister (her.e;
td‘father‘adopted his nlece) to whom she is ‘not close, and a. younger brother.f
hLlsa 1srvery close'to her oldel half brother, Charles.i He is very under-'
f[etandrng sinéé'hé aleo:is‘marrled to'a Wexlcan.f Her mother opposed ths L@
.'maffiagé7éiso. Lisa felt Qhe could always talk with uharles. She felt ‘_:
- she could not talk to he1 mother 81nce her mother was always Worklng and
.dld not have time.f Llsa told her other brother over the phone. He d1d
'not say’ anythlne.’ At the t1me of the 1nterv1ew, she did not know~1f her
adopted sister knew yet., Her llttle brother llkes Don ‘and d1d not "thrnk
anythlng of the pregnancy » : | |

Don told his famlly at breakfast one mornlng soon after he found

L out.‘ Don s mother llkes Liea and was in favour of the marrlage; although

‘she offered no advrce.' Hlu stepfather also wanted Llsa to have the baby.

Don, age 18, 1s the only Chlld in tho fam:ly. ,His,fatner'died'when'he -



. was yonngfandfhis‘mother‘remarriedbrecently.f:There seems;to~be a great'

»fvdeal of Jealousy in the home between Don and his stepfather. He had‘

' always taken care of hlS mother and had been “the man of ‘the house."_Now
he has another man with whom he must contend and does not “know how to
vvhandle'the'Situation: he gets yery upset if his stepfather does not
;treat hls mother wellfand 1nterferes in the1r arguments. When this hap—

- pens; his. stepfather will walk out.y'x |

" Don's frlends were klnd to Llsa hhen they found out she was preg—‘
;ﬁnant.u However Llsa s frlends here surprlsed She sa1d they g0331pped
~and always were asklng; "What are you g01ng to- do w1th the baby’" Lisa
felt they were belng rude and "nosey and she did not want to talk -

F:faboqt_rtfe She felt that some of . them "looked down on her because she

'ulshas"preéhant.v Her frlends did not oLfer any adv1ce althouOh they asked’

o if she were g01ng to keep 1t.»-v

IPresent Slttatlon

J Don- and Lisa llved Wlth hls parents at flrst;ftPowever, his argn-
: ments wlth hls stepfather upset Llsa, S0 they flnally'moved to her parents.
“Don would have preferred 11Vlng with his famllv srnce her mother does noth
»llke hlm.» However, recently they moved 1nto the;r onn apartment ' Llsa
has been busy trylng to fix it up since it 1s not- completely furnlshed
iShe seemed to be happy to have her own home andvhas crocnetlng a rug for
their hedroom and a bedspreaar , | B

t’ﬁon and Lisarare’not on Welfare and‘do nct‘intend to applyﬂfor
;nr;t, Don flnlshed school in January‘and ls now wozklng. Lfsa plans to"
flnlshleleventh and twelfth grades hy June.® After the babv is born in

‘,Aprll she w111 brrng hlm to: school w1th her. She does not want to WOrk; f;

1ngf she has to, she hopes she can wnrk part tlme in he1 homt. Lisa said
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U_‘her mother worked even’ thoughoLlsa begged that she wanted a mother, not‘d
thxngs.,‘ LlS& does not knOW'any babysxttere, so. she says lf she works

‘h'routside of the home, she w111 have to’ walt untll the baby is old enough .

*fto go to a nursery.“.ﬂe

’i"f&Attltudes Towald Illegltlmacy

Llsa thlnks the glrls in’ school g0331p when they‘dlscover a glrl
‘3'fls pregnant. They make it sound llke a glrl is. "loose.. She’ ays the -
: students do not understand that two people thelr age can 1ove someone -

‘\vexy‘much The glrls g0351p and the boys thlnk the glrl 1s "an easy

: ""catch " The father of the baby is usually known lf he is a student at

?school. If the fellOW‘lS not g01ng to marry the glrl and was Just mes-

t

gSlng around " he usually "blabs,v accordlng to Llsa. However, if the

.ybfelloW"was datlng the g1r1 regularly and/or p]annlng Lo md:ry her, he

does not talka

Llsa s attltude toward 111e 1timacy has changed since her own

o pregnancy.' BeIore, she thought it ‘was terrlble and that it was only the'

j"bad girls" that "got caught. ‘ Now"ehe is morevunderstand;ng since she
‘_knows how‘easv»lt is to get pregnant., She nOW‘does-not think it iSh"bad"
';although she still "looks down on promiecuous‘girls.d |

The attltudes toward 111eglt1macy are generallyvchauglng accordlfg
to hlsa.b M01e glrle are keeplng thelr bables.‘ Her,explenatlon was that
w'gllls get‘pregnant because they want ‘to get marrlcd 'If"She did not wnnt”
to get marrlod, she would do or havc done sonethlng abouL 1t like having -
‘ used contracoptivcs, or. getting an abortlon.r
None of Llsa frlends have become pregnant beforebmdrrlage.d'She

- only knew One-girl‘at Esperanza, but not well, There has been an 1ncident



of lllegltlmacy in herx. famlly Liéa ié a product of an,illegitimate
!‘.conceptlon, althpugh,she did not know thls untll after she was pregnant.
Lisa had been looking for hef'bitthﬁéertificate when’shg discovered the
factévof her'birth.v Lisé's motherimarried the first time when she was
Vefy:ybungf and had two sons. She divorced?aﬁd remarried; but had no
children by this second husband. (Lisa did nof know~about'the’secoﬁd_,
marriage until she had learned'abéut her Qﬁn conéeption.) Before Lisa's
‘ ﬁother‘divorced her,secoﬁd husbahd, she was pregﬁagt with Lisa by her
| third‘husband—to-be{ Lisa was hurt in iearning‘this. Lisa felt that
/her mother is afraid for‘Lisafs marriage,vsince her own was unsuccessful
vwhén‘she married young tﬁe first’time. (Llsa added that if her baby
asks about its birth, she will tell it the truth, but w1ll not volunteer
1nformat19n,) Lisa. knows of no 1lleg1t1macy in Don's. famlly
| If aﬁ} of Lisa s friends would become pregnant illegitimatély,;
Lisa would n5t offer any advice. She wouidISUggest that the girl-do wﬁétv,‘
she wantedraﬁd not let'dthers tell her what fo do. It;is her decision;
To Lisa, coﬁception is no diffefent‘legitimately or illegitimate—
. ly.:-”It's rot that bad ifvthe baby is born illegitimateiy, if the father
comes around and is suppprﬁive}" Lisa conéiders marriage a "beautifulr

111

thing. She thinks that two persons can share muqh more'in\marriage.
Lisa said'shé thoﬁght_marriage would_make a‘difference, and it would be
differentifor‘the;baﬁyt'.Whénﬂthe mother is not married, the baby has
.only one;pérent, and there ié not father "to do‘things with." Lisa say%
that"th@jmother is busy WiththcuseWork and other things, énd does not have

too much_tlme to spend wluh\tbe baby. 'Lisa thinks tbat,boys especially

need a fathpr morc than a mothpr,'dnd Lhe girls need a mother more than a



o »more convenlent. e

. _father. However, "to be really happy, the baby needs hoth maybe not

,when 1t lS trny, but ao it lS growmng

Llsa was: nervlous at t‘eﬁbeglnnang“ot‘the 1nterV1ew;, ‘She wrung
:,1her hand° and played w1th her rlng. As the 1nterv1ew”pro°ressed, she

aifrelaxed and talked more freely about‘her pregnancy.- She ‘seems to be ﬂy.
dd01ng Well and is attendlng school regularly and maklng prOJects for thejzr‘

? xhouse and.baby;n She rntends to- bxeast feed her baby since it will be

”>7' Lisa sald very 11tt1e about;her relatlonshlp to Don, although\hel‘:

VJ}qfhas”come“tO'school to see a. fllmuon.dellvery The teacher sald Lhat Donb'

“‘Jcan be mean and pushy’to Lisa and makes her cry He gets angry w1th heryd‘
'iafor not maklng Mex1can food ‘even’ though she does not know*hoW Don has

| screwed glrls before he marrled Llsa Hls stepfather raped Don' s grrl- v»sf
'djfrlend before Llsa; although|Llsa does not knOW‘thlS He also has been' |
ffiln trouble Wlth school authorltles. When Llsa spoke of Donrln the 1nter—”.“‘

o v1ew3 she seemed to be trylng to defend hlS actlons.1 o

’vQDANA”*

Lihe Llsa Dana used pregnancy as a. means."to get around the foiks |
bito getbmarrled., Dana is a 17 year old mother of a 16 month\old baby boy._xt;:
”fShe marrled her‘hdsband when she was two months pregnant She wanted to |
marry hefore shelras pregnant hut‘her parents would not allow the‘marrlage,'
7.rsay1ng she was too. young. = -

Dana became pregnant 1n Kelth's car. It'wasqthe first time{shehfﬁ"
“hhad sex’ Wlth‘hlm even though sne had been dating ham for a year and a |

<ifghal£; Her old boyfrrend had 1ntroduced her to hﬁa. Nelther of them used



'ocontraceptives that nlght. They}did-not»distssitheir use;'nor the‘pos-‘
'=jjsib111ty of pregnancy. e
| When Dana dlscovered she was pregnant, she 'wasn't: worrled L Sher

knew’ her parents would nOW'alIOW her to marry Dana Wanted to keep the

'wd;fibaby from;the beglnnlng. KElth Was happy s1nce he a]so Wanted to get

.,'married (After Dana was marrled, she dld not want tao have sex wrth

e‘j_Kelth and was somewhat repulsed by lt.f However, the teacher dlscussed

ﬂrt Wlth.her Whlle she was'at Esperanza. She began to understand the
yf%'meanlng of sex, and thelr sex’ llfe 1mproved )
Dana and Ke1th marrred when she was two months preonant. They

'.have llved in thelr own traller flom the beglnnlng ‘Ke;th‘flnlshedisehOOl

':_.and was worklng to support them Dana 1s now-flnlshlng her‘last Semesterq

‘Fﬂ'hy night’sehool.' Kelth or her parents LaPe care of the baby when she is

hhgéne. Dana would 11ke to work “but Kelth.Wlll not allow hel.

'?'Reactlons to- Her Illegltlmate Pregnancy
| At six and a half weeks, Dana told her mothe1.~ Her mother was
' 'shocked and suggested an abortlon, although she did not pressure her;‘
Her mother told her. father and he suggested they. allow Dana to get marrlcd
d%:‘He nade ‘no mentlon of abortlon. Dana has five brothers, two younger-and
Hdkfthree older. An older brother suggested that she marryd |
o Ke1th told hls parents and they suggested marrlage. Dana knows
‘5 part of hlS famlly and gets along well w1th them Her friends were -

‘_,shocked When they heard she was pregnant but soon atcepted it. They

offered no adv1ce, but were in favour of the marrlage.

vVlj'Atrltudes Towerd Illeg:tlmacy

o

: Ancordjng to Dana, the’ students expect 1rls who are "tram s ' to
P g P
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bbget pregnant;d Thms re why'her irrends were shocked When she becamevpreg~v.»
':fnant. Dana does noL think that students g0e31p very\much They usually

dtknOW'thﬁ father and goqsrp less about him. |

s Seven of Dana frlends (not really close ones) have been preg- |

~hhnant 1lleg1t1mately. One had an abortlon and the other six kept thelr

wibables One was °Olng to give the baby up for adoptlon, but Dana advnsed s

| T her nbt‘to.v The glrl dec1ded to keep the baby : Some of'the girls even-j

‘ t;tually marrled Dana knew~31x of the girls at Esperanza from high school;'

| Dana s brother "had‘to get’ marrled " and he and hlS wife kept
p;the baby Kelth's older slster also was pregnant lllegltlmately : She:r

vfllfkﬁpt the baby and married the faLher.’ ‘

o Dana says her attltude toward 1ileg1t1macy haS not changed g fil

dﬂ;she were to adv1se a frlend who was pregnant 1llng1t1mately, she would

kﬂ_f tell the girl ‘to marry the father 1f he wanted to marry~her If not,

lethe glrl should keep the baby anyway Dana,sald that since "i'gotvmy-
deself in trouble, I should take care of the baby She says her attltude‘
:_has not changed but she st111 con31ders 1lleg1t1macy as «trouble._, She
.bgcame pregnant»tp.get‘marrledp.and suggeated that‘frrenoe marry alsovdf
._the‘father wants them: Apparentiy,,Dana felt thatugirle who were illegiwfﬂ
fﬁdtlmately pregnant were not tramps, even though_many of her rrlends thought
.Nfs Dana is agalnst abortion unless the baby 1s deformed |
| Althougn there is a dlfference between legltlmaey and 1lleg1t1—f
bdmacy, lt»ls not bad".'ays-Dana In marrlage, the baby is: planned and
5(the\mother ls usually happler srnce there is someone there to help and
y~,$npport her Dana alqo thlnks it ls better for. the baby to have. both

- parents. :She thlnks it is Wrong,for a glrl~to get pregnant ‘out of sex."
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If the girl loves the fellow, i# is different;‘

Déna was‘iﬁterviewed iﬁihér'trailer'hOme;"Sﬁeihad been in Esper-
anza two years before, so thefiﬁtér#ieWer'nevetlhad the opportunity to
observe her in class. The baby was present, playing with his toys;- She -
Wés a bif apprehensive at'firét'when'she saw the list of questiodns, but

(sooﬁ relaied and cooperated: Dana said they'hoped'tbwmove to a bigger

 home soon éo‘they'cou1d have aﬁbtherfbaby. ‘\
:While in school, Dana had-to ﬁe pushed by the teacher since the

vsituation seened ﬁo be too unstrﬁctured'for herL However; with the

teacher's help and encouragement, she finished. She has accepted her

responsibility well as wife and mother according to the teacher.

MARGARET
o Like'the 0ther'éirl§ that.are married; ﬁargaret wanted to marr&
Tim,’but knéw‘her.father’wbﬁld not allow it unléss she were pregnant.
Margaret is seventeen and Tim is nineteen. She becamebpregnant in April,
1971; at her brother—in-law's. She tried uéing\the rhythm method;:but
6ther than that, no contraceptives were used. They di& not discuss
their'use. ‘However, they did consider pregnancy. Margaret wanted aibabygw
- "it didn't bother Tim."
| ~Margaret was scaﬁed wheﬁ'éhe discovered‘she was pregnant at abquf
six weeks. However, she wanted to keep the baby ghether'Tim married her
or nut,  Tim was ncﬁ surprised when she told him'she was ?:egnant.- She
-told him she wanted to keep it; He did not>say‘aﬁything, nor offer to

" to make up his mind."

marry her right away. It took him a week
Margaret is the only child in the family. She finished high

'school in January at Esperanza. She had taken quite a bit of drugs while

)
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S in échpol, ﬁut has since quié:} However; she had sméke& constantly while
‘mbeiﬁg interViewéd'in.her homéﬁ{ 0f all the’ boys Margaret nad dated, Tim
is the’ only boyfrlend her farhar had 11ked

Tim had quit school in the eleventh grade, but is hoping té
write a high échool equivélenéf’test sb as to receive his~diploma. He
is néw‘wﬁrking, but wantS'tO’find‘a 5etter'job.

" 'Reéactionsg to Her Illegitimatée Pregnancy

Margaret's mother had guesSed’that'Margaret was pregnant; Her
~mother cried, but acted as if she had wanted Margaret to keep the baby.
Both Margaret and her mother had related the news té Margaret's father.
According to Margaret; "he was mad;" He COuid_not convince her to give
up the baby; and he would not allow Tim to visit Mafgaret'for a week.

Tim immediately informed his parents; His mother remarked that
"mistakes can happen;" His father did not héve much td say. Margaretb
said that "he'really didn't care." Tim's parents like Margaret.

When both éets of parents had'discussed'the.Situatioﬁ; they had
decided to permit Tim and Margaret to marry. Margaret was two months
pregnaint when they were married in a church ceremony. \

Margaret's friends seemed happy when they learned of her pregnancy.
.Onlv one friend knew of the pregnancy prior to the marriage, and she had
encouraged Margaret to marry Tim.- |

After their marriage, Tim and Margaret ﬁoved'in with her parents.
Her parents provide their rent and food, and Tim payg the additional hills.
‘Tim-and Margaret hope to move out on their own when the bills are paid,
~and, hovetul]y by that tlme3 Tim lel have found a bctter job. Tim and

Maxgaret do not intend to receive welfare, nor does she intend to work.
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Attitudes Toward Illegitimdcy -

Margaret knew four: glrls at Esperanza from h;gh schpol She does
not thlnk the students at school gossip much_whpn a girl is pregnant, al—

though some of the fellows think‘the'girl may be an easy'layu The |

father of the baby is usually known Margaret does not think that one

' generally hears many bad thlngs. |

None of Margaret s friends haVe,becsme'pregnant.’ She had foﬁr
or five male- cousins who' "'had to‘get'ﬁarried;" In Tiﬁfs family; his
Qlder“brother'also "had to get'married:"

If.shgiweré to adVise'a friend who was illegitimately‘pregﬁant;'
Margaret would suggest the girl keep the baby’(ﬁarried'or naot) if she
Wantedbit; She is againsf abortion unless the baby‘were defcrmed;‘ Adop—
".tionfisfbetterfthan ébortion: | |

Margaret is more tolerant toward illegitimadyrsince her own preé-
nancy. ' She does think there is a dlfference betweén leglt1macy~and il-
vlegitimacy; Tt is "harder’on the girl." She does not think it is good:
for the girl to be alone in the‘labour room; Also; the unwed girl does
not hare évwedding'ring,,whiCh Causesfgossip. The Siﬁgle mbther_haé more
responsibility. She thought illegitimacy“wés alsofdifferenr‘for the
child. She would not explain the difference except the baby had né |
father. | |

Margaret is a pretty, slender girl. She4seemed to work diligeﬁtly
on her aSSLgnments and craft progects while in Ez pLLanza She‘did not |
seem particularly close to any of the girls at Esperanza; She selddm
talkea;fhut was friendl§ in hér'own quiet way. She never talked about

herself or family in the classroom unless asked a specific question. The
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" teacher considers Margaret ome bf.the'more,responsible girls.:

DEBBiE .

Debbie and Bill ﬁere énéaéed'when'DeBbie'became pregnant. Bill
was 19 and Debbie was 15. They had been datlng over two years after
.being 1ntroduced to each -other by Blll s sister. Debble never thought
she would become pregnant, thus, used no cantraceptlves, althougn Bill
used prophylactics.' They did not discuss pregngncy3> Bill is the only”
‘be with.whomAshe has had se%. Sha‘bECame pregnant in his bedroom..

Being that she was smck Debbie had decided that she was preg-
nant-at three Weeks. She was frlghtenpd but wanted to keep the baby
from'the beginﬁing} Debbie is against abortion. After a physician had’
cbnfixmed her pregnancy at two months, Debbie informed Bill. Since
théy“wére alfegdy-éngaged, Bill sﬁggested;éhey marry» He élso wanted
‘Debﬁie fo keep the baby. Bill and Debbie Werefmarried when she was
lthiée or four months pregnant. N |

.Reactlons to’ qel Tllegltlm te Pregnancy

Debbie told her parents of her pregnaney*when she was two months

pregnant. Debbie's mother "cried for a month." At first, she wanted

Debbie to give her baby up for adoptioﬁ, but then decided it was Debbie's

" decision. Debbie would have the respongibility of rearing the child.
Debbie's father did not say anything. Neither he nor Debbie's motpef
wanted her to marry; even though ﬁhey liked Bill. They did, finally;
give their permission. Dehbie's two\oider sisters, one younger sister,
| and‘one younger brother calied:her unkind»names.: | |

Jointly, Debbie and Bill told his mother. Accdrding to Debbie,

1
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Bill’é mothéf'ﬁécréamed het head off," and was very angry. She admittéd
“ that.ﬁebbié and‘Bill.éhpuld get'married; and wanted Debbie.to keep the
baby. PR |

Debbie's friends were SQrfy for her”when they learned of her
.prégnancy.. They liked Blll and encouraged her to marry hLm, and felt'
that she should keep the baby »

Presenf Sltuatlon

‘  Debbie and Bill are now living on their own. Following their
mérriage, ihey'lived'with Bill's mother for about a month, then moved
to their own apartment.' Debbie was nbt eligible for welfareISincé her
father is in the'military: Bill hadifinished high school and was work-
"ing full time. Hevhas two years of college and hopes to return and
: complete a business course éventﬁally. Debbie is nOW‘l%band‘hasvfin~a
ishedlhigh;school. 'Presently; she is attending night'ciasses at a city
collegé. Bill Watchesvthe’baby‘while she is awayi

"Atthudes Towqrd Illpgltlmacy

Mbst of the students gossip about both_the boy~and girl respon-
sible for the plegnancy According to Debbie, the gossipers "just don't
‘get cauvht, The pregnamt girl did." Debbie knew several of the girls at
- Esperanza’ fromkhigh school days. Most of her friends (nearly~foréy) have
been illegitimately pregnant. If these are the same friends who felt
sorry for Debbie Qhen'they'learned of her pregnancy, perhaps circumstances
did not meet their e%ﬂectatlons, yeti they encouraged Debbie to marry and
keep her baby. One of hﬁr‘p:egnant friends aborted; another gave her
child up for adoption; theiothétS-képf their babies because "they waﬁted
e

to. Debbie obsprvas that the major* y‘of her friends eventually mar—
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v'ried; Thgre has been no‘lllegltiﬁacy in Debble s famlly. Bill's step-
‘sister was lllegltlmately pregnam, and had an abortion.:

Debbie would suggest that her’ frlends keep thelr bables, even if
they;do not marryu ‘Debbie does mnot thlnk the fatﬁer has much 1nf1uence
on the girl's'decision. She did say that if the girl did not marry, it
would "depend on whether the gifl wanted'the,ﬁoy‘s baby;és to whether
‘she woﬁ1d keep it or not;" " (This seeﬁe like the father would have eoﬁe:
influenee on the decieion; thqugh indireétly.)

Debbie's attitude toward illegitimacy has not changed. She
does not think it'is "bad;"v Debbie feelsvthat physicians shame girls
into obtaining abortions. | | | |

Debbie thinks that illegitimately pregnant girls‘are~"put doﬁn,f
ft*is'difficult*forfthe'mother t0ﬂe%plain the situation to her child.
vShe thlnks the child w111 feel ashamed if its mother’ does not mar ry its
vbiological'father.- Debbie also thinks that most girls who do not marry
live Witﬁ their mofhers. When a girl is married, her mothef‘is not there,
and the girl is‘forced to rear the baby alone, with some help froﬁ'ﬁer
husband. Debbie seemed to indicate that this was a_negative‘factor of
‘marriage. .

While attending Esperanza, Debbie clamoured for attention. She
used vulgar languége which‘uPsetitﬁe Other girls, until they finally
asked her to\stopvuSing‘itf Debbie did not receive much attention at
- home since she had several brothers and sisters, and her parents were
separated. |

Debbie was interiewed'athelief’e home;'whEre She §as watehing

hets and Kelley's babies.. Debbie yelled at the two small children.
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o Kelleyfs ﬁabyﬁcried} she spent mcét'éfutﬁe'femainiﬁgffime of the inter-
view:bnltha‘intér?iewér's.lapiv:Debbie.éeemédjfidgefy and nervous.' She
bwas in and out of her'chair several times during thefinterView; either
rétfieﬁing toys for thé.@hiidren; glapping’them, yelling af them, or

- getting something to drink for herself.

TRICIA.
| Tricia knew fhat if she-were:pregﬁant; she should marry Dean

sooner thah their‘o;igiﬁal‘plans‘ "' She and Deén had dicussed the useb'
ofvcontraceptives; but decided not to use thﬁm;‘ Ificia ﬁas afraidlpf
pregnancy, but Dean did‘ﬁot care. Pregnancy occurre&'in quember; 1971.
She was happy, but initially frightened to tell h§r‘§arents. 'She’reaiized,‘
:however, thét thisnwould mean an earlier marriage. ,Tricia ﬁever con—
' sidefed abcrtién or adoption. v _ o | ~‘ - !

» Dean took‘Tficia té the physician when éhe’Was ahout two months
ptegnéntn vBoth'of”thém suspécted'prégnancygA Dean was happy and wanted

 Tricia to keep the baby. They had a church wedding immediately.

' Rélationship‘witthean“

i Tricia had known Dean for three years. Tﬁey'dated ﬁoff andvon"\
for the first two yearé and steadily the last Qnéﬂ "Prior to that; Dean:
was Tricia‘svgirlfriend's boyfriend. ‘Deén is twenty years oid, and is

vpreséﬁtiy\compléting his A. A, degree at a city'collegé. He has been

awarded a scholarship to a,schbol in Ieﬁas geginning'next fall. Tricia
is 16 and will finish high school in‘June; When Dean finishes coliége?
Tridia intends to‘begin; ”Heﬁ;grandméther'has established a trust fund,

for her college education.
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Reactions to Her Illegltlmate p

gﬁangz R

Trlcia and Dean had planned on. te]ilng Tr1c1a's7parents together;
{however Tr1c1a alone told them on her own.: Her mother cr1ed and! was. 1nv':
“f:a daze for two days; butvsald very llttle. .‘ricia's-father'suggested o
-,ialternatlves, but the flnal declslon was to be hers. ‘SheDCOuld either
marry, or live w1th her grandmother in Utah. or sray and 11ve w1th her.
‘ parents. Her father had never suggested abortlon._ I
Dean v1s1ted her parents whlle she was at work fhey'were»not
upset wlth h1m Tr1c1a said her parents vere rea]ly neat about 1t.
thrlcla s two younger brothers and one younger sister d1d not know‘she'
;'hnas‘nregnant. The famlly likes" Dean and were in favour of the or1g1nal
_;}DJunefneddinévdatefr They settled for a January‘churchlwedoang and seemed
lTrvhappy about. RS | | |
Trlcla and Dean JOlntly told Dean s parents the day after thelr
:visit‘toithe'physician s. Dean s mother was happy'for the marrlage, and
A‘his father'made no suggestions; Dean is very clese’ to h1s qQlder brothel.
' The brother, who "had to marry" when a senior in hlgh sehool thought 1t,
3 ywould be good for the’ two to marrf .
| Trici‘a, s ‘fArlvends were ‘surp.r:rsec’l',' but hapby vihen. t‘hey learned"ofi
her pregnancy. They‘liked Dean' but said nothing aboutlmarrying hin,"

They offered no: suggestlons about the baby.

'Present Situation ’}‘ S o "‘ | . . :

Tricia and'Dean lived with Dean‘s parents about two months fol}-'

'llklow1ng the;r marrlage, hrs paronts supported them. In 1he btg*nning ofh

v

'r'Mdrch, they moved into his grandmother's houce whlle sbe was gone."

ff‘TricLa does not care for her father~1n—1aw, so was glad for the oppor



: tunity to move, even though cheir new‘locatlon ls around Lhe corner'
from her 1n-laws., They do not have to- pay rent and utllitlES. Dean is

- rece1v1ng dlsablllty lnsurance from a football 1n3ury " Dean and TriCia

‘7Tﬂﬁare uslng that money and the1r savlngs to support themselves. Tricieﬂ~

s ':was also: worklng for awh;le., After Lhe babv is born, Dean and Trlcla

b':iplan to move to Texas Where Dean Wlll be attendlng school Tr1c1a plans‘

‘fto work full tlme when the baby is older, and w1ll hlre a babysreter.

"Attitudes Toward'Illegltlmacy
H”Tricia:thinkebthar:generally‘the‘atudents goseipdabout the”
":1Pregnant/gir1 ”The‘girl gete the."raw'end of,the dealr““Many of?rhe.r.
_1vglrls who g0351p are hev1ng sex, they have not "got caught yet. o
Flve of Trlcla s frlends have become pregnant prlor to marrlage.;
_They wele ;11 1ntend1ng to marry Lhe boy bef01e pregnancy. They had’
‘never asked Tr1c1a" adv1ce, and ohe never offered them any. She;kne&“
‘two grrls at Esperanza from h gh school There hae been no illegiti;
';jmacy in her famlly Dean had an older brotner who "had torget married."
;vj‘Tricia»claims that she would not offer»her friends advice if
'd;they were to become 1lle°1t1mately~p1egnant. Pregnancy is a girlfs»"own

”dOIng.f

Tr1c1a does not belleve in abortlon. If thevgirl wants éo'giye_
bup her baby, adopt1on wonld be more acceptable iTricia would enconrage"

 the pregnant glrl to keep the baby,‘cven if she dld not marry

. TrlCla does not think her attltuae toward llleglrlmacy has’

t changed Hhen a ngl is marrled sh@ has someone wlth.whom to share the

’ baby and her lrfe. She does not know how it Would be dlffeaent lf the

motber Were not marrled ‘but "he thlnks it would be drfferent. Trlcla

"teels thaL it is Jmportant for Lhe oaby to have a father but she -



83 .

: would . stlll encourage a eLng]e gnrl to keep hef bhaby. She*does think
:,‘that.ﬁhﬁ'unwed'mntherVWill:eventually marry. Tricia. doe° not thlnk that
sﬁe'wili tell her child she "had to'get married" unless the child should
ask. |
Tricia was‘ih Esperanza‘only two weeks when she agreed to be

interviewed. She answered the questlons;vbut only after they were re—
worded:several times. Whether Tricia did not understand the questlons,
or if shelwere trying to evade'them; the researcher is uncertain. Tricia
‘was in a hurry to leave at the'fermination of the interview, althoughr‘
she did not appear to be nervous during the'intervieﬁ.' She seemed to be
: fdlrly reallstlc about her present 81tuat10n and her future. Tricia is
Lnot S0 knowledoeable regarding the tasks of homemakxng ghe has cooked
;inyﬁhamburgers andwtacosrfor.theermeals;; The teacher offered to take
Tricia home with her and give Tricia. instructions in cooking. Tricie

seemed to appreciate the offer.



CHAPTER IV

CONCLUSION

The Principle of Legltlmaéylétates Y“the most 1mportant moral
and legal rule concerning the phy31olog1ca1 side of kinship is that no
chlld should be brought into the world without a man-—one man at that——
assumzng the role of sociological father, that is, guardlan, protector,
_the male link between thevchild and the rest of the community'" (Malinow-
ski; 1964:13). Selffsufficient as the mother/child dyad might con— |
ceivably be both economically and socially, the family~isAincompleté
sociologically and considered illegitimate. The Principle of Legitimacy
defines the family sociologicéllyL Itualso defines the role of the
fathér (the father is guardian, protector, male link), the relatiomship
between parents (the father is responsible for the sociél status of the
mother), and the rélationship betwéen”parent and;child (the father
gives>social'statué to the éhild). Because this norm is increasingly -
being violated, a problem exists. The group violating this norm insists
thatﬂit is not necessarily important to have a father in the family.
Not only has scholarly literature discussed the problem of

illegitimacy but popular magazines and newspapers are acknowledglng

the recent trend of single motherhood (see bibliography). The purpose
“of this exploratory research was to study the various factors that
might influence the pregnant high school girl to keep her baby, wﬁether’

she married or not, rather than to abort the baby or give it up for
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v"f edoptlon. It has been falrly popular 1n the Black and Mexlcan*
':-Amerlcan communlt;es for the unwed moLher to keep her chlld Howe&er,.
:s‘of the’ flfteen girls in the sample, only one glrl was black, the others o

“:were‘whlte.‘ The: practlce of keepang the 111eg1t1mate Chlld is creeplng
e 1nto wbite sac1ety; and not only in the lower class. How is this recent-e‘

. fLLend affectlng the norm- of leg:Lt:LmacY9

Of the flfteen glrls 1n the sample, only‘01e used the,p:ll, Qne
eitrled the rhythm method and one trled foam Wh;ch\belonged to a friend

(Whlch she admltted she dld not use) Only one of the putatlve fathexs:'

',;,:used-contracepplves. The posslb111ty of pxegndncy‘vas dzscus°ed more

' f3o£ten'thaﬁ was the use  of contraeeptiyes; Even though;;he,famlllar cry
 .;"it’could'neverrhappen to me" was vsiCed, there reﬁains/aniundertoﬁe,“ 
sometuﬁes verbally expressed that a girl Becomes'pregnant because.she
:Wants‘to. 1f she did not want the baby, she would ‘have prevented the
pregnancy by the use of‘contraceptlves (whlchs;s an admlsSLOn of 1nterest
: fin‘sexual ectivity, and~£he possibility of engegiﬁg‘in:intercourse in-

. the future), or eise would have aborted.
INITIAL REACTION TO THE PREGNANCY .

Only Lwo glrls had initially con31dered aborL1ng LhCll bables.’v
Another would hsve glven her baby up for adoptlon if the £auher "hadn t
k.stuck by" her. The other thirteen girls’ wanted to keep thelr babies from}

the beglnning ‘ALY but two' were against abortion, ‘although one said that
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; abortlon was. better tban adoptlon. ~Eight'of‘the girlé were_against Gt

‘;edoptlan, SlX thought adopt;on was better than abortlon. Only one

considered adoption aYVLable solutlon t0»pregnancy. (On one occa31on
.'in class, several of the girls were discussing adOption.v_Many thdught"’
it to be "immoralb"):'If'pregnantggirls'are:bpposed-tphadp?tion and.

"Fabbrtion,,and“do not -intend or‘ddinot have permission to marry their-

'?.3sék’pattner,;there is not much choice other than for the girl to kee§~~

"ﬁettbaty.‘ Even though tﬁe glrl may be aware that she is Qev1at1ng from
~_the norm of legltlmacy, appalently 1t is "less. 1mmore1" than adopt:on
>tor abort;on.* Unless girls express;ng these attltudes_use contracep—

"'Hitivee,bhet oﬁiy,alternative'is that of»singie‘motherhooq; : |

_ EXPOSURE TO ILLEGITIMACY

:\2’Vincentefound in hisvétudﬁ (1961) thet unwed‘mdthets who keep 4; :

" . their children have "minimal positive identification with the individuals

»ﬁeﬁd eoéiel groups whp,hight‘communicate tq them in a meeningful way:the;
'evtraditipeai sexvm0res and the stigﬁa concommitent ﬁith‘giving birth\but.of'
wedlock"-(l93) In thlS sample, .the glrls w:th.no 1]leg1r1macv in the
'= £amily, or uhobe patents were pregnant 1lleg1t1matelv but trled to keep
it from the girls, and those glrls with few or no frlende who were'pteg~ 
naﬁt illegitimatelvaere more coecerned about the‘stigma and friends

vu"lbokiﬁg‘ddwn on them." They ere the oﬁes Witﬁkthe most verbally ex—

 pressed changeo 1n‘att1tudes toward lllegltlﬂacy ' fhree of the Olrls had
‘tpfno 1pcldents of illegitimacy in the fam:ly, ‘and three dld not have . fxlendé
.;;Vhﬂ yexev;llegltlmately‘pregnantm The . otherxr twelve glr]e had over one o

. hundred two friends who were illegitimately pregnant. (This number-does
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’"fh’not lnclude Rhonda s_ several frlends") Of the 102 glrls, about 51x

RS aborted two gave their babies up for adoptlon, and the rest of the glrlsifh j{7v

‘”5vf871}T~::.77'

blkept thelr hab:es. Not a]l of the mothers marrled Apparently, keeplng L

’zthe baby is becomlng an acceptable alternatlve among teenage glrls,

‘7:whether or not one 1s marrled Also, perhaps these glrls, surrounded

'r,'by lllegltlmacy, dld not have strong p031t1ve 1dent1f1catlon with anym

v»one who mlght have communlcated to- them the P11nc1p1e of Legltnnacy

o and any stlgmas concommltant with vlo]atlon of the norm.i'

A
.

,iNFLUEN’ct OF PARENTS ON GIRLS' DECISI;QNS e §

Although all of the glrls sald they were happy~about thelrj:

d3pregnancy, most of them were afrald to tell thelr parents. ]?aren_ta,l’,"~

"reactlons ranged from "flgured it" to very angry »and unglued " Often .

"y the‘mothers crled, sometlmes for'days&_ Only»two girls' parents were in- .
,'full agreement for them to keep the Chlld One'girl's parents wantedv
‘her to marry, and another s mother wanted her to keep the baby, but it

'r'Was’to be the glrl‘s-respon51b111ty. One mother d1d not ‘'say much. The't~
trest'ofdthe narents wanted the'girl either to‘abort or to adopt the

o vbaby;‘vTheihoyS"parents seemed to be much’1eSS\concerned‘about the\
',situation, andfoffered very little adviee, generaliy.

“f EVJdently the. parents jurisdiction nas:not strong enough to

:vcounteract the glrls determlnation‘unless the‘narents and daughter
»happened’to belln agreement: Two girls ran awayvfromfhonéhand becane -
“pregnant;” Sik cirlsvwho married claimed'that'they<became"pregnant so

"‘Lhey could marry sooner; agarnst their parents wiSEee;j"Three of-the

"grrls pxeonantles were "defying thtlr palentq for not allowing them
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to continue seeing the boy, or for peérmission for marriage. Pregnancy

was a way.of "gettiﬁg‘around-the'folks;‘ These girlszwho became pregnant
y 8 , : : 229

'so"thechould marry’soonef'weré‘uéing the norm in a manipulative way.
- INFLUENCE OF FRIENDS ON GIRLS' DECISTONS

”.Tﬁeigengral impreséion éiven'b?’thg girls‘wheh'asked'hbout’
- friends' advice concerning their pregnancy, whether'verbal;zed or not;
was "it'é réaily none bf‘their buéiness; It is my decision." Two
girlsvoffered:adviceISQggesting‘abortion.’ The other girls were en-

| couraged to keep their babies by their friends, though they were not

!

always advised to marry the father. How much influence these friends
had on the girls' decisions is difficult to calculate, but most of the

friends were supportive of the girls' decisions. -
INFLUENCE OF PUTATIVE FATHERS ON GIRLS' DECISIONS

Altﬁough one girl (who was engaged prior to pregnancy, and then
married against her parents' will) says she does not think putative

fathers have much influence over the girls' decisions about their babies,

the other girls seemed to indicate the opposite. It seems that the girl p
. . B {

is heavily influenced by the father, whether directly or indirectiy; Only ”3-
‘one putative father was upset by the pregnancy and suggested abortion.

Two of.thﬁ girls became pregnant td keep‘tﬁeir boyfriends. One kept the
'baby'bécause Yit was Jim's;"' The other putative fathers encouraged thé
~girls. to keep their babies! ‘One putative father threatened to hurt the

'girl iﬁ.she"did anythiﬁé but keépfthe’baby‘ Despite the fathers' enéour~ 

‘agement to keep the baby, of the nine girls who are not married, only
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q’ﬁthree fathers are conttthttng flnanolally fthough.not much nor on’a ,b;
:regular baals) to the support of the mother'and chlld |
o Eight oL_the.girls said“the'father”of their.child”had incident(s)
e of‘iilegitiﬁacﬁiiobthebfamily; Seven girlsosaid therevWete no ineiqents;_
~v%ot.they»bnew ofiﬁo illegitiﬁacy,ih"the‘family; ‘Ifbthis informatioo iav

‘va6curate;fthere‘are more incidents of illegitimacy in the girls' fami-

‘:‘lies;_ Even though.the putative father is less expoSed to Violation'of

the norm of leg;tlmacy, elght of the nine . fathers who dld not marry the\
glrl stlll encouraged her to v1olate the norm. Often, the fathers have’

'.;qulte‘a bxt.ofvlnfluence,ln the girls' dec131onlto.violate that norm.
\ADVICE OFFERED BY GIRLS

ALl ~the’i~’-giflsybciaimedfthat if a friend of thelrs vere illegi-
' tiﬁatelybpiegnant they would suggeat that'thexgiri"dO’what she hetSelf e
>Waots'to‘do. The dec:sxon is hers, - and she should not ?TlOW‘aHYOHE to -
1nfluence het nor should sbe llsten to anyone The glrls sugges ted.~v
:.however, that the fllend should keep the baby af she really loves it. /2u )
'(The glrls seemed to equate keeplng the baby‘w1th 1ove for lt Only Zi
"one glrl thought 1t would be better for the baby to be adopted if it }/
‘had no father; yet she said she Joved her baby ) Marrlage was rather.
'1neldental at this peint. RhondaAS'recutrlng argument was your

: tmother.didn‘t give you.upifor adoption."
INFLU NCE OF GUILY OW GIRLS' DECISTONS

DaVlS (197] 124) suggested that SJngle mother g, on *he'whole,'

Sy
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~}are gu1lt rldden ‘over the fact that thelr ch11d has no father in the
a"home. Althpugh it is doubtful that any‘of the g:rls would admit to

'feellng gUthy, guilt was expressed in thelr lesponses. The girls~ feel— '

- - ing overtly more gullty and bitter about thelr pregnancy thought more

df»often that others looked down on them and/or the students at school gos—

: siped'note.often; Contlnua11y3 the girls sald that other glrls were

"screWing,atound;" but had,notﬂ"got caught }(by pregnancy). One glrlv
f»thought thatvusing contraceptiveskwas an easynway out, implying that preg—‘

”.:hnancy was the penalty for screwing around " Vincent (19612101) stated’l

- .« . + mores do not affect gu11t feelings so con31stently nor
- to the same degree among the sizable number of females who
engage in illicit coition, as among those females who 'get
caught" by‘becomlng pregnant. :

Also, tbe glrls mentloned that pregnancy‘st a glrl' own-

~dﬁd01ng," (even though some " saxd "fate had it," or "I dldn t ‘think it

o 'WOuld;happen;tovme,' or not so soon, anyway 9. She‘could have pre—

e lmany'saidfthat since she "gbt herself in tronhle; she'shouldctakevcare-‘

. vented it if she had wanted to, either by contraceptives or abortion.

-

~of it@“'-QWhyfshould somebody raise my mlstake7" (when speaklng of adop-

o tion). It seemed that by~keep1ng one's baby, a glrl ‘was. paying her .é
f‘penance to herself and to soc1ety for her mlqtake. e
‘ X

There seemed to be ‘a resentment toward other glrls who messed

u

vfaround," hut.did»not "get~caught, especially lf they vere pllnc1pal‘

N “Jﬁq\"’\_r\_’

in; possipers about'another.girl's pregnancy' The glllq at Esperanze }//jt
'-thpught that many of the. gossipers and other glrls engaged in illdicit
1'behavlor just as much, or more often, but had not "been caught.

* Another girl seemed‘to express gulltkwhen she‘sald,she wouldinot
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give hef'baby.up for adoptién.;,ShQ:WOuld feel responsibile'for his
belng reJected because’ qhﬁ had given hlm up to someone else.‘

Be51des hav1ng feellngs of gullt, ‘the’ glrls seem to think that’
the baby was thelr reward" for the "nine month oxdeal " Several glrls
~ expressed their wish to keep the baby after 'nine months of pain and

inconvenience, and thenﬂdelivery."‘ Rhonda wondered "what's the use of

giving it [the baby] away after'suffering-for nine ﬁonths.", Girls would

say "after T suffered I m going to keep it, it's mlne.
ATTITUDES TOWARD BABY

Very often, the baby is viewed as an object, a possession, a ¢

thing. In several cases (particularly among the married girls) the )
baby (in the form of pregnancy) was used as a "wyeapon'' to defy the N
parents, or to hold on to the boy. ~ The girl "got pregnant to get <
. A

around the folks." The baby is not seen as a human being. The baby is/
oftgn used as a meéns of gefting‘back at the father. When the girl ‘
had felt that the boy "ai@ her;wrong{" she would not let the boy see
_fhe child. or have any contact with it. It séemed to be ‘a tool with
which to attack the boy for "what he did" to her.

If pregnancy is a "“status symbol" as Cottman (1971) suggests,
-motherhood soon explodes the myth for these girls. The girls who have
already given birth to their babies are beginning to see the glamour of
motherhood fade. Night fccdlups; sick cranky b¢b1es, bPLng both mother
and father, anp"vently was not what they had in mJnd Kathy does not:

feel like getting up at night to care Ior the baby, so her mother does.

Mothers usually end up bdeSlLt]ng when the girli wanus to go out, or

i
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:thattend’schobl Some‘of the glrls become upset when thelr mothers suggest:

L they flnd their own babysltters.‘ The teacher has been well 1nformed by

»Ethese glrl of some of the "inconvenlences of Babj.=

. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN LEGITIMACY AND ILLEGITTMACY

‘ Whén'£h§dgi£1; diSﬂnseed'iiiegitimaey; end theﬂdifference betWeen
-»_tlegltxmacy and 111eg1t1macy, thelr answers focused prlmarlly on the Woes
"hof SLngle motherhood Unless prodded very few glrls ever mentloned the -
‘effects that 1lleg1t1macy would have on the Chl]d The responseS”i
f’USually were'"the mother ‘has to be mother and father,ﬁ “the mother has d
- more work to do " "the mother has more - respon51blllty," "the mother has

- “to Worry about. flnances and support,","the mother gets lonely and has

”.fno one to share w1th. The main dlsadvantages ror the” baoy~wh1ch these

‘h‘v.boy should have a father, and that every glrl should have a mother.'

‘1 glrls reallzed are that he would have to bear g0831p and a stigma.’ 'Some»l
’of-the girls expressed thelr w1sh to have the babyﬂs father close toxthed
- baby;"Some of the girls 1n1t1a11y sald they saw no- drfference between
1egitimacy and;illegitimacyvuntil they wetre proddedf Often they would
then say yeah I gueus there is a dlfference. "ohe girl’thought.every d
B d,Heather summed it up by*sayrng "1f you don t have Jt [father] you can dolu"
xwithout 1t." d vﬂe,"\;'v PR ti;;y‘
 The glrlq oeemuto ]atk any sense of mature soclal reeoonsrbii:tyt-
'.(it seems' as though Lhey ere maknng an meaturc perhaps chlldnsh |
responee to correct their mletakes by keep:ng thelr babies. Theyvjv
;claim it”was their mietake; they'shou1d take»care or itt)olhe girls do

' not thiok anyone should tell them what to do‘ebOUt“the‘babyl Rhonda -
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‘thought it was none of her boyfllend s mother s buslness what she should

ftldo wmth the baby, and the mother had nothlng to say in the matter.v That ..

F'fls the general attltude of most of the grrls towar anybody‘and every~

.'7'body who offers advice. Even though many of the glrls feared the. con—'5‘
| frontatlon W1th their parents when telllng them of their pregnancy, they

stlll kept the baby; most often agalnst the parents erl

Most of the glrls, partlcularly‘those who have noL marrled’ldol
ﬁy';not seem to have any plcture of tne futnre. Many seem to 1mply that: #'f
:tlthey have not thought about 1t carefully It is what they feel at the

1.moment that determlnes thelr dec1srons most of these feellngs centernk.
'fwlng around themselves not thelr bables.»l | |

The glrls seem to have 11ttle con81teratlon conternlng the

fi{;effects of 1]leg1t1macv on thf parents (who often end up carlng for
.;and supportlng thelr daughters and grandonlldren and often sons- 1n; '
}law) One of the glrls thought an lnconrenlence of marrlage was that:f
: you dldn t have your mother around to help take care of the baby.andi_‘-
' rear rt; All but two have llved or ‘are llVlng w1th parents married.

h'or~not. All at least 1n1t1ally, recelved some type of flnan01al sup-v

.vport from parents,‘lf'theyvare not d01ng so now;g‘Theiglrls'seem to-

i;lack connleeratlon for other famlly members who may feeJ some sort of R

.lstlgma or emharrassment.; Nothlng 1s thought of the taxpayer who lS
v'supp]yrag money to Welfare Lo snpport the,grrl and her baby~ One glrl
:fmade the remark toncernlng L]legxtlmacy and support there s. always

welf are. ..‘

= Of the mothors recetv1ng welfare, 9. 2/ are under 19, many
| lacking hlgh school djplomao.j 0ver 80/ of the girls served at Los

Angeles three matern:ty homesw-”]orence Lrlttendon, Booth Wemorial



R

”.andist;;Anne‘s are receiVingiéoméVtype.OfSWelfare aSsistance (Cottman;h

u"~d31971'12’f15)» Four of the flfteen gLrls in. the sample are rece1v1ng

'iﬁsome type of welfare."

‘ | Up to thlS tlme in hlstory, the father has given the famlly

' full legal status, and has deflned the famlly soclologically However;

',because of the recent Lrend of slngle motherhood, preqsure is belng ‘

T appl1ed to redeflne "famlly" both;lega11y and soc1ally. Though the'
’Pr1nc1p1e of Legltlmacy is still con81dered normatlve, the mother/

child dyad is becomlng more" promlnent and acceptable as’ a, famlly unlt."x
" RECOMVENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY

";“Thefe are otherfareas'thathneed fesearch.éoheethiﬁé:illegiti*;
'“'maeyud”ﬂbre*Stﬁd#aiS~neededlin;thefate.of’factors:infiueaeiné a girlfto
_keep her babv,‘why she is keeplng the baby, what is the role of the
iputatlve father (espec1ally HOW’thal some men are beglnnlng to "demand o
"rights: cOncerning their babies), slngle motherhood in mlddle class fe*
males, the effect of single motherhood on . the present soc1al and famlly -
: systems.' Also, what is the glrl's relatlonshlp to her father’ Is he a
~ significant figure in the family\(flve of the fifteen glrls parentebvere
_ divorcéd)’ Perhaps they feel iike Heather who‘said "they are nice to have;_
but lf you don't have them, you can get’ along w1thout them.' If the ta*v‘
,ther does noL provlde and contrlbute more than cus todlal malntenance to
the family, what is the dlfference if ‘he supports the famllv flnancially'
: by\allmony (aa in dlvorre), ch;ld aupport (as in 111eglt1macy and in- dl—
‘vorce), or‘plodeang a paythcck aa a regular family member.; If the fathef's

_ role LS seen only or primar11y~au thle, perhapq the. q1ngle mother feels



no other need for a husband and father ln the hoﬁse.. If her father
 waS not slgnlflcant in her 11£e, perhaps she feels her baby~does not .
‘ need»one.

Whether or not ingle méthﬁrhobd is a viabie alternative to
the present famlly; it is an undeniable fact that many girls and women
"are»trying it, and the number is 1ncrea31ng; If this is one dlrectlon

in which the family structure is moving, then changes must be made, both

in laws and in attitudes toward the mother and child.



V'BIB!LJ;:OGRAPHY

"'fk'Adoptlons and Foster Care Bureau of the State Department of Soclal WE1fare.;v'

1970 ~"Adoptions in California General Informatlon Callfor"tff
"nia Offlce of State Printing. : : '

'rf;,As,embly Sc1ence and Technology Adv1sory~Counc11

1971 California Population Problems and State Policy: A~ Report
. " to the Assembly. ' General Research Cormittee, Callfornla g

Legislature.
1972 v.nAunt*Marthafs.Decline;" NeWSWGek-(March'27)§100.’%
Berkov, Beth. » . : , |
2 1968 "Illegltlmate Blrths in. Callfornlar" Mllbank Menorlal Fund

Quarterly (reprlnt) 4(October) 473—506 S

. Bernstein, Rose.

- 71966.. - "Are We Stlll ﬁtereotyplng the. Unmarrled Motber7"b Pp.
. 105-117 in Robert. Roberts (ed.) The Unwed. Mother New
“York: Harper and Row Publlqhers. o

~Chasket, Ruth. : — o
‘ - 1968 ,‘"Changlng Patterns of Service for Unmarrled Mbthers,4.~
: ‘vSocial Casework 49(January) 3-10.. :

1969 "Illeg1t1maey~—The Social D1mens1on of Prevention,"
Social Casework SO(Februarv) 95*101 ‘

Coombs, L. C., Ronald FLeeman, Judlth Frledman, and Wllllam F. Pratt.v
1970 - "Premarital Pregnancy and Status Before and After Mar
rlage," American Journal of Soclo]ogv 75(March) : 800~820

,fCoser Rose Laub. ' :
1964 "lntroduct:on Pp. xii-xxviii in Rose Laub Coser (ed.)
. The Famlly‘ Its Structure and Functions. New York:
St. Martln Preas ' :

Cottman, Gail : y e |
1971 "Baby Dollq,u West Maoaz1ne, Los Angeles Tlmes (Noveﬂber
' ' 21) 7—16 . v



li,Davis,vFlora.,‘i'  o Cop T S ‘ ,_' |
o - 1971 "The Unwed Mother and Ch;ld " Glamour (December) 124 125 UT"
o -'; 161, 164-168. . i G

gf»Farber, Bernard

11964 B Famlly Organlzatlon and Interactlon. SenﬂFrancisco:e
j Chandler Publlshlng Co.~ o S :

‘;”gf'Flnch, George, Beatrlce 8. Relner, and Brady 0l. Smlth

1965 . “Group Counseling with Unmarried Mothers," Journal of S ~
Marrlage and the Famlly 27CMay) 224~229 .

,leurstenberg, Frank Jr., Leon Gordls, and Mllton Markow1tz.:1 R
’ 1969 - "Birth Control Knowledge and Attitudes Among Uhmarrled :
Y  Pregnant Adolescents: A Preliminary Report," Journal of
Marrlage and the. Famlly 31(January) 34-42,

.- Goode, Wllllam J. ' L S Lo

) 1939 . "The Soc1ology‘of the Famlly " Pp;ql78%196nin Robert
K. Mexton, Leonard Broom, and Leonard S:. Cottrell, Jr. .
- (eds.) Sociology Today: Problems and Prospects New York:
TvBa81c Books, Inc o . _ L

' Llf;l96lﬂ ""Illegltlmacy, Anomle, and CulLural Ponetratlon, Americen:
L e 3001ologlcal Rev1ew (26) 910 925 L

.- Jones, Lanie;f R T : B
' . 1972 '"New Prlde in- Belng a Slngle Mother,? Los Angeles Tlmes ‘
SR (March 23) l 10, ll 15. . v L7

v‘_JOhes Wyatt E., Henry J. Meyer, nd Edgar F. Borgatta

rl;vl966 ‘"Social and Psychologlcal Factors in Status Declerons of
e  Ummarried Mothers.'™ Pp. 201-217 in Robert,Rgberte (ed.):
The Unwed Mother. ~New York: Harper and Row Publishers.

| Jurupa Unified School District S

a 1971‘ A Proposal to Provrde Physlcally Handlcapped Students w1th
R Job Entry Level Skills in Child Care RelaLed Fields.
Rlver51de, Callfornla. ‘ v :

.J'Kronlch¢ Jane Colller‘ o e e REREEPR
' 1966 "An Assessment of Research Knowledge Concerning the Ummarried
‘ Mother." Pp. 233-251 in Robert Roberts (ed.) The Unwed -

Mother.“NeW\lork" Harper and Row Publrshersr

Leva,Dorothyfe‘ R : SN o _
1955 - "A Follow-up . tudy of Unmarrled Motlers,' Social Casework
L vl36(JanudLy) 27-33. - . Sl B L :



'E'Mallnowskl, Bronls]aw . i - - EARRSE
1 1964  "“Parenthood, The Basrs of Soc1al Structure." Pp. 3-19 -
_in Rose- Laub’ Coser’ (ed.) The Famlly Its Structure and
Functron - New York: St, Martin's Press. :

,’Martlnson, Floyd Mansfleld S el : e
v 1970 - Famlly 1n Soclety New York: . Dodd, Mead, and Company. -

| ".fYMazat Alberta M S.W.

RRE _Osofsky, Howard J..

1972 Personal Interv1ew. Loma Llnda Unlversity Medical Center,'
' Department of Soc1a1 Serv1ce.

+1968 - The Pregnant Teenager A Medical;‘Edueation, and Social
' Analys1s. 'Spr;ngfleld Charles C. Thomas, Publisher.

, Parson S, Ta]cotf.» ' ' R o
: © 1959 “The Soc1al Structure of the Famlly - Pp. 241-274 in
SR Ruth Nanda Anshe (ed.) The Family:  Its Function and .
Destiny (revised edition). New York: Harper and Brothers,
. Publishers. - : ’ : S -

frPlerce, Ruth I. : B R T
' 1970 : Srngle dnd Pregnant. Boston: ' Beacon Press.

‘ Pope, Hallowell . ' '
1967 "Unwed Mothers and Their Sex Partner," Journal of Marrlage
. and the Family 29 (August) : 555»567.

'i_ 1969 "Negro—Whlte letelences in De0131ons Regarding Tllegltrmate
' Chlldren," Journal of Marriage and the Famlly 31(Aprll)
756~ 764 o

o RéinWAter,“Lee’ : : :
~ 1966 .. Some Aspects of Lower Class Sexual Behav1or,“ Journal of
’ Soc1al Issues ZZ(Aprll) 96-108. SRR

ﬂRoberts, Robert. R | - S :
1966 The Unwed Mother. New York: *Harper and Row Publishers.

‘ Slegel Earl. , , ' v ' N v o
1967 - "Medical Problems of the Teenage Mother," Journal of Mar-
- riage and the Fam31y~25(November) 488-491.

' Sionell Karen A. e )
1969 - "The Crlslq of Unwed Motherheod A Consultatlon Approach, .
’ v Communlty Nental Health Journal (5) 304 313



ﬁfffj:&eldltch. Morrls."

w0 A99;'

Slater, Phllln.i o S e i o
' 1969 "Parental Role leferentlatlon. Pp. 1350-370 in Rose

- Laub Coer (ed.) The Famlly. Its: Structure and Functlons. ST

NeW‘York" St.»Martln s Press

Terkelsen, Helen E. : R SR o S
1964 ’ Counsellng the’ Unwed Mother. ‘EngleWOOd'Cliffs: Pren~
‘ tlce—Hall Inc. e ;o R P Do

Unlted States Department ‘of - Health, Educatlon, and Welfare. ’
‘ 1968 "Excerpts from Vital Statistics of the ‘United States,
“Vol. 1, Natality. Washlngton, D. C _Public Health
Servlce.__‘ . . o . o

1970 ' "Interval Between Flrst Marrlage and Legltlmate Flrst
Birth, United States, 1964-1969," Monthly Vital Statis—
. tics Report 18 (March 27) supplement ‘Washington, D.C.: -
Publlc Health Serv1ce ' o o

Vlncent Clark E.

1961 Unmarrled Mothers New YorkijiTheiFree‘Press of Glencoe,
e 1966 "Teenage aned Mothers In Amerrcao Soc1ety " Journal of R

Soc1al Issues 2?(Apr11) 22 23

'qﬂfYoung, Leontlne.fiﬁ,rf” ar e ek B ST
- o 1954 -Out ‘of - Wedlock , A Study of the Problems of the Unmarrled

Mbther and her- Child Nevaork° McGraw~HL11 Book Co.,

Inc..bk:v. « TR o

1964 "Role‘Differeotiation in the Nucleer,Famlly Pp. 327-
:‘ 330 in Rose Laub Coser (ed.) The Famlly Its qtrutture
“f.:ffandeunCtions;* New York: St Mertln s Press. e




- APPENDIX



~ INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

' Married Girls.

Dld you marry your husband after you found out you were preanant9

. How many months pregnant were ‘you?

. Who-suggest:-the marriage—you, him, parents, etc.f
{'Dld your parents favor the marriage? : :

- Did his parents favor the marriage? :

-_Were you plannlng to marry before you became p1egnant7

Uhmafried Girls—-Already‘Delivered

How old is your baby now7

 When did you become pregnant?
: Do you know where?

b
- 5.0

Did you ever use any coqtraceptlves prlor to pregnancy° What kind?
Are you u51ng any now’ :

1.
‘.‘ 2‘. Kv
3.
&,
5.
6.

8-

8.

10.
11,

12,
' . ‘vlnot'?
13,
14,
15,

16.

S Unmarried Pregnanf Girls

. When d1d you get pregnant7
Do you know where?

When is the baby due? T
Have you ever used any kind of contraceptive? What kind?
Did the father ever use any kind of contraceptive? '
Did you ever dlscuss the use of conLracept1ves7

D]d you ever think abcut or discuss the pos01b111ty of pregnancy‘WJth
“the father? What were his reactions? . :
What was your reaction when you discovered you were pregnant’

Did you engage in sexual intercourse prior to pregnancy9
¥With one person, or several?

Bow far along were you when ycu found out you were.pregnant?
Did you consider keeplng, abortlng, or adoptlng your baby? Why or why.

Does the baby's father know?
What was his reaction?
‘How far along were you when you told hlml‘

What Qld the faLher adv1se you to do with the baby’

101.',



"‘3ﬂ17;f
18,

‘Dld he offerxto marry you? L
‘Did he offer to help with the’ expenses’

‘;thé”.t

Is he or will he be.paying child" support’ ‘DidvhﬁfOfferhot did yoﬁﬂiiﬂf"’

. have to see the District Attorney.v,

20

21,

o220
T 230
24,

25.

. 26.

w27
S 284
290

30.

1.

.32
- 33.

34,

35,
36. .

738,
39,
40,

a1,
42,

43,

. one other" than her husband? Who’ What did they do with the baby7 ‘

45,

46.

47,
48,
49,

- 50,
CUsLL
" 520

’How long have you known the father’»
‘Was he one of your feelow*students9“

How old is he?
Where did you meet him? : o S
Had you‘been datlng him prlor to” pregnancy : Howxlqng}.

Are you keeplng 1n touch w1th him now” In What Ways7 ff_;

Do you plan to marry him in the future?

Do you want to marry him in the future?
Does he plan to marry you in the’ future?

Did you plan to marry before you ‘became pregnant9 ‘

What do you see as the future relatlonshlp between the baby and 1ts

~father in the future if you do not marry‘h1m7 Will you allow any

commun:cac1on between them°:

: How*ma1y montho plegnant were ‘you when you told your family?

Who -told them? you, the boy, both, the school, gossip, etc.

- What was their reactlonbto the pregnancy” mother, father, 51bllngs,

other relatives.

What is your family's reactlon to the father of ‘the baby9
Do they allow you to see him now?

What did they advlsc you to do w1th the babv’ Why7

Does the boy's famlly ktow7 ‘

Who told them? :

How far along were you when they found omt9

What was their reaction? -

What did'they advise you to do w1Lh the baby? Why? :
What are their reactions to you? Do you have auy contac; with them

now?

»Has any other member of your' fqmlly been pregnant out of wedlock,
~or pregnant by someone other than her ‘husband? Who? What did they

do with the haby7
Has any member of his famlly~been pregnant out of wedlock or bv*somen '

Where are you 11v1n° now?

- Who is supporting you?

Where will you live after the baby is bo*n*
Who will support you then? I
Are you receiving any type of welfare now” Whet kind?

Do you plan to flnish\schoolV When do you hope to be graduated’_

Has the Father finished high school?

»Do you plan to work after the baby is born'. How much?



53,

: e 54.
55..-

 56.

58,
60

o6l.
62,
63,

S 64,
»".nancv?
- If “you- ‘don't marry'the fathem, do you plan to date fow or after the
~ baby is born? ' ‘ :
’Do -you plan to marry someone otner tban the father in the future?

65,
66

67,
. do-with the baby? Why?

69

»What dld they adv1se you to do w1th the baby? Why’

103

:Who w111 take care of the Baby?

Have any of your Fr1ends become pregnant before marrlage? HQW'many
What did they do with their babies?
Did you advise them then’ what. they should. do? What dld you say?

_Did you know any. of ‘the glrls here before comrng’ How many' From
»'where? L S

How‘do most of thc students at school (fellows and glrls) react to.

‘a girl when they find out. she is pregz,nant'7 :
How did most of your: frlends react when they Found out you were preg—

niant?"

How~do ‘your . frlends react to the father of the .baby‘7
Do they encourage you to marry\hlm7

" How do most of the students react to’ the i’ather‘7 Do they usual]y
‘knOW'Who he ig? : :

How is* Vour oc1a1 life now compared to thu 1t Was prlor to- pregn—

If a friend of yours were pregnant, what would you adviSe her to-

“What is your- attitude toward 1lleg1t1macy now”' Is it different
: 3than before ‘you, were pregnant7 o '

Do you thlnk having a baby out of Wedlock is any dlfferent than hav1ngb
: one while marr1eo7 How so‘7 , ,

- Name -~

Age

Grade 1n School S :
- Age at conception . " Age at delivery
Marital status ' ’
Marital status of parents
Address
~ How long have you llved in thls area ‘
-~ Number of sLbllnos~~number of girls, number of bqu, rank 1n birth order

- RengLon
Race -
" “Race of . faiher

‘L Rellg;onfof father
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"ABS?J:'RACT' >
Thle research focuses on 15 hlgh school glrls who have become
"pregnant lllegltlmately and have kept thelr babies, whether marrted
or not. The purpose of thls exploratory research was to study factors:
'Clnfluencang pregnant hlch school girls to keep thelr bables. rhese
v.glrls are attendlng or have attended the RubldOUl ngh School program
for pregnaut glrls called Esperahza. The data were collected by ob-—
-eervingdthese}éirle‘ih clase, and.byrlnterv1ew1ng thea privately.
‘The interviews ranged in time Length from 35 minutes to nearly 90
i minetes. fﬂiﬁt::i;gevllguihigl ‘7:rf?:ia "‘i‘ ;ﬂ '1?a~>:ﬁ :({
: The Prlnclple of Legltrmacy etateF that evecy child meeds a 7
j:man as‘guardlan, protector 'and the child's link to soclety A man
,,Ajmakes the fam1ly ro1010g1cally‘completer‘ However, even though contr
;ceptlvea are. avallable, and abortlons ‘are acce551ble, the 1lleg1t1macvr
. rate continues to cllmb : Also, the number of" 81ngle mothers is increas-
‘uingt: Though 1egally, the single mother has every right to keep her chlld
d soc1ally she has not yet been granted that rlght. Various terms have
‘ been emp]oyed to descrlbe the mother and child (whore bastard) A i
3 atigma is usually attached to the mother/chlld dvad and the girl 13
j‘supposed to feel gullty Yet; even tnough 5001ety has*not yet con-—

'doned 1l]eg1t1macy, the recent trend shows that more’ glrls and women ‘

areftrYing,it. HOW_iSithls recent trend affectlng,and going to affect



;the norm of 1eg1t1macy’
| ‘ﬂf{f Most of the glrls 1ntetv1ewed have- had'incidente of 111egi—.3 o
ttlmacy in thelr famllles and among frlends. Partlcularly among the
“frlends, the baby was'kept Wnether the glrl marrled or not. Most’of
’,the glrls studled opposed abortlon and adoptlon.L They thought both
,fywere 1mmora1 " ‘hf ' i |
- | Desplte the famlly‘opp031t10n to the girl's keeplng the baby, o
"?ihthe glrl chose to- do so. " Even though the g:rls sald thelr frlends had
rnothlng to say. about thear dec1s1ons most of the frlends were in favor

Fourteen of the fifteen putatlve fathers

'ﬁvof thelr keeplng thelr b2bleQ¢

;.were in favor of the glrl keeplng the baby.l One father ‘even threatened

lto hurt the glrl 1f she got rld" of the babyu. SlX of the fifteen
: fathers eventually marrled the glrl Aol |

Although the glrlq made remarks such ae kpregnaney-just happens;“f'

~"I thought 1t would never happen to me,’ or’ "other olrls have sex,'e"
‘y{but I got caught," the glrls gcnerally felt that pregnanc& was a glrl'
“own d01ng She could have av01aed pregnancy through Lhe use of con-:‘
Sjrtraceptlves; or hav1ng an. abortlon after conceptlon. Slnce pregnancy ,h
"ﬂﬁas deemed tﬁe gnrl's mlstake, or "d01ng,. the girls felt it was -

{thelr respon51b1]1ty to care for thebchlld : One g:rl dld not thtnk‘t

'iwthat womeone other than hereelf should rear: her 1espon81billty (such .

Lo
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aas adoptine narents)c Gurlt though not dlrectly,.was expressed
VOne glrl cld not. want to glve her baby up for adoptlon because she dld
- mot want to be responsible for her child feellng VreJected" when he
Was told’ the,c;rcumstances.of hrs birth.

B When“thedgirls spoke'of the-differences.between 1egitimacy and
111eg1t1macy, their remarks focused on the mother and often the dlS*t
;advantage of s1ngle motherhood. Unless prodded the glrls did not say.f
- how the absence of a. father would affect the baby, other than a stlgma i
:V?WDuld probably'be attached to the baby. One glrl sald "they [fathers]ll
are nlce ‘to have but you can: get along wlthout them 1f you have to.

Many of . the glrls Vlewed the baby as an obJect or’ oosse331on.

‘h‘Somevof the . glrls used the pregnancy to get around Lhe iolks so they
‘could“marry. Some used the baby as a way to get back at the father,

or a. way of kecplng the father. ‘

it



	Children Bear Babies
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1664392699.pdf.OvAX6

